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:VESDROPPIN&-fHlOB' 
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J ^ • s 

3id FBI try ^ s m ear Dr 



WASHINGTON — The Senate . 
ntelligenoc Committee is invests 
ofmg allegations that the I»"B1 
rifid t{K^rnear the Margi n - 

oth er "TO ug by spreading stories, 
ihduriirs’sex life* vv 

Some senators regard this as a " 
lassie abuse of police power. It 
vill get special attention,' there-/ 
u>re, from the committee/ ' • > / 

Dr, King won the Nobel peace - 
>rize for his nonviolent crusade to 1- 
ain equal. rights for black Amerb 
ms. He faced the police dogs and . 
ire hoses of Soutliern sheriffs 
v'ithout flinching. Tiis cry, ’*We 
hall overcome/! stirred his peo- 

Dr. King's Tlietoric. however, , 
■('6 him into a 'collision with the 
ate, pow'erful FBI chief J. Edgar 
loover. This became one of tiie 
amous feuds of the 19G0s. 


Commcn7n > 


Jack/ 

Anderson 

with Les Whitten T 


The official justification was ro/ 
determine whether Dr.> King hat 
any :secret ties witli the.Commul ^ 
‘ nists. But the only secret-dealings 
j that the wiretaps* revealed were 
/with women/ Ills dynarhism 'and 
courage had made hiinajl, tractive 
to many women; ^ ' "r */ . »' • -*/ .. f 
I Here are examples of the sort of' 

- smut that the FBI collected about 
\ Nobel prize winner : t'- /' v 

I THE FBI' bugged his suite in’ 
Washington's elegant, old Willard 
. Hotel* He allegedly drank tooi 
many "Black Russian” conco- 
Uons, bragged of his sexuabprow-/ 
ess to a woman visitor and^tlienj 
'proceeded to proyejiis boast;/ 

IN LAS VEGAS, Dr.*King aUeg- b 


senate investigators are now 

drying to . determine whether Hoo* . — ^ — o ^ 

ver lised the FBI to carry on his picked an FBUnformanU 

vendetta against Dr, King. They ;Who reported to the FBI ilexft 

want to .know who ordered the mornmg that he had paid her $100| 

snooping and who leaked the sex to spend the night with him. ; i 

"lories to the press. They arc also • ' ANOTHER TIME, he allegedlyj 
searching for FBI agents wlio par- jb^canve intoxicated / and made 
licpated in the actual surveillance ^-passes at a woman rn'a New York : 
of the civil rights leadei;*. ^ > City hotel. The secret FBI sumv l 

We were the first to reveal on 
May 24. 1968, that Die FBI had 
lapped Dr. Ring's telephones. We 
reported that the wiretaps had. di- 

' l^e«ed'\ove°aHalrv subVcUliat >1 forwarded a raw. un-3 
/.SLne 0 Jhe SVs Sess ‘ th/BI that Dr. 

v„„, ..*, 1 , „ . I Uirealencd to leap from tlie , 

Now, iTUire Uian seven yrar.s lat* (Womtin tln ouRh an Oslo hotel dur 
<‘i, we liavo dug deeper into the jing his Norway visit to receive the ‘ 
■^lory for Uic answers the senators ‘ iNobel peace prize.’ • > ' 

K- 4 < j- I ' 1 riil also monitored , Dr. 

There is bitter disagreement K,ng*s relationship with the viva^ 
oyer who first suggested Uiat the cious wife of a Los Angeles den-1 
m eavesdrop on Dr. Kmg.Butm/u^ FBI called it an •■illicit] 
|(^bpr 1963. 'Hoover obtained -f affair." The Woman insisted the* 

i^jme say wangled— a memoran- ^ 

( um from then-Atty. Gen, Robert! : 

Kennedy' authorizing W\e contro-li 
> fersial wijgytp ns. ' ‘ ■ / r " 


mary of the Incident reported tliat 1 
/'King threatened to leap from the i 
; 13ti] floor >vindow of the: hotel if I 
this woman would not' say she, ^ 
loved liim/' - : vN 
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DfTKm^s^Ucit Sex 


T.ife M onitored By FBI. 


By JACK ANDERS W 
with LESS WHITTEN 
WASHINGTON - The Sen- 
ate Intelligence Committee is 
investigating aUegations that 
the FBI tried to smear the iate 
Dr. M ar tin 
UiSct£ng" by 
s'p reading 
stories about his ;> ® 

sex life. T; 


tamed — some » - 

a m^ l ^o r a i f dum from then At- . 


tors regard this 
as classic 
abuse of police 


Wwer. U will 
kei special at- 
lention. there- 




jfore* from the 
committee. 

' Dr. King won the Nobel peace 
prize for his nonviolent crusade 
to gain equal rights for black 
Americans, He faced the police 
dogs and fire hoses of southern 
sheriffs without flinching. His 
cry» *‘We shall overcome/' 
stirred his people. 

Dr. King’s rhetoric, however. 


led him into a collision with the 


■noic, poweriui ro* «:uiei, 

Edgar Hoover, This became 
■ one of the famous feuds of the 
1960s. 

Senate investigators are now 
\ trying to determine whether 


iicrtH tVio FRT fri rarrv 


, on his vendetta against Dr. 

‘ King. They want to know who 
, ordered the snooping and who 
I leaked the sex stories to thi 
1 1 'press. They arc also searchint 
*',,for FBI agents who participal* 
j " ,od in the actual surveillance c| 

‘ the civil rights leader. 

V We were the first to reveal on 
I May 21, 1968, that the FBI had 
; tapped Dr. King’s telephones, 
j W'c reported that the wiretaps 
1 had d i V ulged Information about 
' his oUeged love Affairs, a sub- 
^jeet UiAi wai none of ilic FUFs 
I business. 

Now, more than seven years 
I later, wc have dug deeper into 
i the story of the answers the 
sena tors ^are seeking. , 


^ — The CIA forwarded a raw. 
\mvcrified report to the FBI 


that Dr. King, totally naked, 
chased a woman through an 
Oslo hotel during his Norway 
visit to receive the Nobel peace 
prize. 




GOTOKAY 

There is bitter disagreement 
over who first suggested that 
thoiEI^LoMidsdrop oft.Pi:. 


./'merely a friendship/* ^ 

As part of its continuing sur- 
^ vcillance, the FBI bugged Dr. 
King's hotel suite in Atlantic 
City during the 1964 Democrat- 
ic convention. But apparently 


^ H^elj 

^onic surveillance of Dr. Kii 


torncy General Robert Ken- 
nedy authorizing the co 2 )trover- 
sial wiretaps. 

•The official iustificalion was 
to determine whether Dr, King 
had any secret ties with the 
communists. But the only se- 
cret dealings that the wiretaps 
revealed were with women. His 
dynamism and courage had 
made him attractive to many 
women. • 

^ Here are examples of the sort 
^of smut that the FBI collected 
ntwut the Nobel prize winner: 

S — The FBI bugged his suite 
i in Washington's elegant, old 
Willard Hotel. He allegedly 
drank loo many "Black Rus- 
sian" concoctions, bragged of . 
his sexual prowess to a woman 
visitor and then proceeded t^ 
prove his boast. J 

1 ^ In Las Vegas, Dr. King all 

ledcdly picked up an FBI info^ 

’ mant who reported to the FBI 
next morning tnat he had paid 
her $100 to spend the night with 
him. • 

— Another time, he allegedly, 
became intoxicated and roade^^ 
passes at a ^man iiv a New 
York City hotel. The secret FBI 
report says Dr. King 
threa toned to jump from the 
29ih floor window of the hotel if 
this woman would not say she 
loved him." 


according to our sources, until 
his death in April 1963. The lat- 
est secret sex report we sauf 
was dated Feb. 20. 1968. 

In other words, the FBI con- ^ 
tinued listening to Dr. King's 
most private conversations for ‘ 
nearly five years. Yet during 
^ all this time, the FBI picked up 
'no evidence that he had com- 
mitted a crime or was likely to ^ 
commit one. 

J. Edgar Hoover’s boys just 
kept filling up folders with Util- ' 
lating tidbits, idle gossip and 
^ vicious slander about Dr. King. ^ 
^His FBI dossier can only be de- 
scribed, therefore, as a black- 
: mail file. ^ 

Indeed, we can prove that 
FBI officials tried to peddle’ 
^embarrassing items about 
-^ing io newsmen. Our Fm; 
Jsourccs also say that Hooverp 
floyal sidekick, the late Clycfc 
jTolson, sent the Willard Hotel 
*tape annonymously to the civil 
rights leader’s wife, Coretta 


' I But the blackmail apparenUy 
/didn’t work. Dr. King's close' 
friend and associate, Kcp.^ 
Walter Fauntroy, told us the' 
late leader was fully aware of ^ 
^Ihe FBI’s surveiliance and: 
• wasn’t the least deter red by it, 

j Ho didn't even mind a news- 
papers published the blackmail 
, information because he fell it 


lilH Kiirt Ifirt pm 


himself, said Fauntroy. 


rFoo’noie: ’ After Dr. 


dcr.vfi, the FBI continued to 
monitor the activities of hl$ 


the Rf'u Rninh 


-- The FBI also monitored 
Dr. Kinu'A rclalUuuhlp with (ho 
vivacious wife of a Los Angelra 
donlKt. The FBI called it aq 
‘'illicit affair." The woman in-* 

rplntirmshin 


r^vi^ Ahyn.nthy. 






nothing of significance was^ 
pickcduii.’ 
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By Jack Anoi^r^on 
fkrid Lc 5 Whitten 

Vhe Senate iDlolligcnco torn- 
lUce is investi^aliiia/^Ueca- 
.ns that the FBI trio^iysi"iear 
^ late Marlin Lu*her^.in: Jr 


gcnco eom- sur\ei]pnce of the civil ri^^litsjCity during the 1 <J 54 DcwocraUCj (he bbckT.nil, appar- 
leader. . National CoTivcnuon. Bui 2 p*jcntly. didn't work. Kindi's close 

oi^ysi"iear ^ reveal c*^| pirentiy nctKir.^ioCsignUicancC'fp^nd and associate, Dei. Wal* 

ier^ir~^ Jr * " d 29 C 3 , that FBI hodp.vas picked up. iier Kiuntroy, (D-D.C.), told ur> 

s'atjuf ^'iT\g^s telephone?. T/e tvolinucd its elec-(K»ng was aware of trn-FBrssar- 


reported that the wiretaps hadL^^ 


rtf .^r.^ 


j - v -,- - - : : . . iiron'C , 

I divulged ir.fom«Uon ai-out sources, ur.'il }.e deieired by lU 


•o and vasn't tb'i leail 


"omescnfclorsreprdtiiisas a aiK-.;o(J love jlfairs, s rfidn t even :oinJ if nws* 

TLi: ,i.-use of police tiiol v-as none ol ihe 1 ill’s busi- <.$; secret sex report we saw was p.,oors publisl.od ihu ’'nfo'nia- 

-- dated icb.id.ir^ tion because ho leU it would 

c.frvnitb.co.oirittec. I more tri'.n seven years ^Vii^?^rihe FBI co.v himtha Ffll mure liiaii Liuiscu. 

Kins 'von Ihc Nobel 1 ?^ listening to King’s pri- sa-.^ Fauntroy. 

lic torhisnoTwiokn crusade the ^ kci conversations for nearly* Footnote: After Kiwi’s deatli. 

g.-.in equal rigMs for hkek s... 3 tvrs ^ e .e live years. Yet liuviiig all tb s the FBI coniinued to i.ioniicr 

■.oirican5.i:elacciine police liiere « biUer ^ nocvi-'ti.e activUios o( his suc.«oss.r, 

■ and fro hes" o, fou.ti..rn , K'.! uerr* '.»Mt he bad comniuec a [the Rev. Ralph Ai>:tnai;ty. iVe 

lifts wil.ioul f-iiicliii.g. j.is V;'";; Hnr.'.p. crime or was likely to commit showed him a secret FR’ report. 

• ’rtVe shall overcoinc,” .stir- - “"t ..* .^Iv, one. detailing a coaversatioa he ha., 

his people. . ..... ^...1 held v.ilh his wife. He said it 


tain . E c nc say. w an [\ In d— a j ^ 
m^m«-ra!idum.Irom thon-Aaor- ' ,t 


detailing a convcrsatsou l\n^ 
held vith his wife. He said u 


’?* ^ ^ could only liave co»n^‘ from a 


Hing’s rhetoric, however, l^d j ncy General Robert F. Kenr.’rc’.y : fiiPng up folders wi?h litiF r ^ 

Ho del ;ivoi:ne wi;i,iner ivir;L: iiivi f^Q Pi,t of One olaekrnauu'. 

, 'nate InvcMiFTators ai c p'^w i,^ny recrci ties v.ith Co nij-l Indeed. we l sin pnve ihot FBI i,Msiness completely Undcrjll 


p V :; ing io daiTinioe wbciiier jnisio. But !))^*^ orjt occrol coal- cf/idal.- tc noddle enibar- [K<jFey,the FUl is as horcsiand F' 
?. > '>ovcr>JoedtboFBIlocairvo:\ji 7 ,;r 3 t^;'jwi:eups revealed nerej' Oh:: ';:; iicnrv ont King to fc-!)^(;>riorablc a law eJourceifsora^J) 

••' vcndcUfi egjiinst Kiivo. [s.-jiji v’o:nen. IKo dy^'nT.i:]'^ -ind |p O^r _roi ^3 can to Inutul any- 


ivov »o know' who ordered liu"' joo«ra:{e h?^d rr.r.de Mm atlrac- 
•ooping and wiio lealod the! tvetoiaany woniCn. 


[r.jiv fiu^l^iO'V.or’s K\i>\ mu' ■ . 
j ^ r- c’TIi i e Tiyu FTdl • or.T“.TT : 


vhfre intbc H’orld. ^ Vt 

« jST5,Uniu 1 Teiturc • • 
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/FBI ‘BlackmaiT^ 
On Kine Found 


^ Iin 

By JACK ANDERSON 


WASHINGTON. 


V ▼ Committee is investigating al- 
legations that t^ FBI tried to smear Dr. 

Mi^i.D^LutbcrTKiog ii by spreading 

stories about his sex life. 


Some senators regard this as a clas- 


sic abuse of polic 


r. It will get spe- 


. -- r- 

ciai attention, therefore, from, the 
committee. 

^ King won .the Nobel Peace Prize for 
his nonviolent crusade to gain equal rights 
for black Americans. He faced the police 
dogs and fire hoses of Southern sheriffs 
wUhout flinchijig. His cry, **We shall over- 
come,*’ stirred his people. 

^ King’s rhetoric, however, led him into 
\fl collision with the powerful FBI chief, J* 
Edgar Hoover. This became one of the Va- 
mous feuds of the 1960s. 

Senate investigators are now trying 
\ to determine whether Hoover used the 
' FB 4 . ;g c^ri =y on his vendetta against lOng. 
They want to know who orde iW liitf " * 
snooping and who leaked the sex stories 
\ to the press. They are also searching for 
FBI agents who participated in the actual 
surveillance of the civil rights leader. 

\ ; We were the first to reveal on Mayr 
24, 196S, that the FBI had tapped King’s^’ 
telephones. We reported that the wiretapgf 


had divulged information about his al- 


^ leged love affairs, a subject that was non#* 

. of the FBI's business. - ' 


■ NOW, MORE THAN seven years * 
later, we have dug deeper into the story 
- for the answers the senators are seeking. 

^ There is bitter disagreement oyer ’ 
who first suggested that the FBI eaves- 
drop on King. But In October, 196J, 
Hoover obtained — some say wangled — a 
memorandum from then-Atty. Gen, 




RobeetJfetflsdy authorizing the contro- 


versml wiretaps. 

Tiie official justiflcatTon was to deter- 
mine whether King bad any secret ties 
with the Communists. But the only secret 
dealings that the wiretaps revealed were 
with women. His dynamism and courage 
had made him attractive to many women. 

Here are examples of the sort of 

V smut that the FBI collected about the 
Nobel prize winner: "in 

, • The FBI bugg^ h&'^sulte in Wash- 

ington’s elegant, old WiUard Hotel. He al- 
, legedly drank too mtl)ni,JJblack Russian" 

* concocticm^-bMgftcrtQ sexual prow- 
.i^l^^^Mp^wsKorSnd then'proc^ed 




• In Las Vegas, King alleged ly picked^ 
\ up an rat info rmant who reported to the 

FBI next morning that he had paid her 
$100 to spend the night with him. 

• Another time, he allegedly became 
intoxicated and made passes at a woman 

^in a New York City hotel The secret FBI 
^>ummary of the incident reported that 
’‘King threatened to leap from the 13th 
floor window of the hotel if this woman 
would not say she loved him.” 

V • The CIA forwarded a raw, unveri- 
^ fied report to the FBI that King, totally 
naked, chased a woman through an Oslo 
hotel during his Norway visit to receive 
^ the Nobel peace prize. 

^ • The FBI also monitored King’s rela- 

tionship with the vivacious wife of a Loa 
^Angeles dentist. The FBI called it an 
“illicit affair.” The woman insist^ the 
relationship was “merely a friendship.” 

V e As part of its continuing surveil- 
lance, the rei bugged King’s hotel suite 
in Atlantic City during the 1964 Demo- 
' ^ c raiic uufr vention. But apparently nothing 
^pf significance was picked up. 

. ^The FBI continued its electronic sur- 
• veillance of King, according to our 
sources, until his death in April, 1968. The 
latest secret sex report we saw was dated 


V Feb. 20, 1968. 

^ In other words, the FBI continued lis- 


tening to King’s most private conyersa- 


\ tions for nearly five years. Yet 'during all 
this time the FBI picked up no evidence 
that he had committed a crime or was 
likely to commit one. Hoover’s boys just 
kept filling up folders with titillating tid- 
w bits, idle gossip and vicious slander about 
^ the great Dr. King. His FBI dossier can 
only be described, therefore, as a black* 
mail file. 


INDEED, WE CAN prove that FBI 


^officials tried to peddle embarrassing 
^items about King to newsmezt Our FBI 

ft • 1 _• J ^ 


sources also say that Hoover’s loyal side- 
f kick, the late Clyde Tolson, sent the Wil- 
lard Hotel tape anonymously to the civil 
rights leader’s wife, Coretta King. ' " ’ 

< But the blackmail, apparently, didn’t 
' work. King’s close friend and associate. 


X Rep. Walter Fauntroy <D-D,C), told us the 
tete leader was fully aware of the FBra 
surveillance and wasn’t the least deterred 
j by ^ 




"• •' ‘■'V 

-Nr-', 'if Vi_ V *' 


X-c rj: 


Assoc. D 

Pep.-A > -Adm — 

■p- 

Asst. 

I Admlirj/ 


Affa^.rs 

Fil ^ 

G n. inv^. 


(Ifjdicdie page, nnrasi wi 
newspaper, city and »tate.) 


.PAGE 6 


COID'IERCIAL APPE.^ 


MEMPHIS, TEO. 





a 


Edition: ^3hs 
Author: 

I Editor: GORDON HANNA 




Character: 

^ior 


Clss»i!icaUon: 


Submitting Oltlcei 


I I Being Inve»Ugate,d ' 


^ _ 


:NfiV (6 1^:$ 




tv 111 u<i'\ . r>-r> 7r>» 





/rj- 



j bep. AD Adm 
Dep, AD Inv^ 
Asst. Dir,: . 

Admin. 


inspeCTion 

Intell, 

Loboratory 

Legal Coun. _ 
Plan. & Evol, 

Spec. Inv. 

Training 

Telephone Rm. 
Director Sec*y 



• V- ^ '■ 

..Atlaat a’Seeking Data on King Slayi ng ^ 

MEMPHIS, Tenn.— The Atlanta Police DepaHmciT 
has sent two intelligence officers here to check possi- 
ble now^formation in the 1968 slaying of Martin 

LuthelTung Jr., a spokesman said yesterday. 

me s^poKesman said the officers will try to tolk to 
Atty. Gen. Ray Ashley in Nashville today and later 
may try to meet with Houstoij attorney Percy Fore* 
man, one of Ray’s origffHfrawyers. “TlJis is not a rou- 
tine investigation,” the spokesman said. “Some oi it 
(the information) checks out and some of it doesn t. 

Another spokesman said the information, received 
last month by Atlanta Police Commissioner Reginald 
Eaves, is inconclusive as to a possible conspiracy in 
the slaying. He would not go into detail but said the 
Information relates to smuggling and narcotics in- 
volving either confessed killer ^ames Earl Ray or the 
itself, t ■ 
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?0§sfe1e Conspiracyin Dr.. King Killing Investigate^ s,,. 


that there was “no sub- 


>. By WAYNE KING 

SpfCiAl to The New Ycrk Tlmei 

ATLANTA. July 23-^Atlanla 
iblic Safety Commisstoner, A. 
f .ginald paves, said t&ay that 
city f^lice deiectft'es were 
»at;nuing their investigation 
itp allegations mat the Rev. 

Martin Luther Kin JrT^as 
he victim of a conspiracy rath- 
r than of the lone assassin 
ime Earl Ray. Mr. Eaves said 
e "expected a full report by 

^iday or Monday. At that ^ 

^ determination! £^ves, has dropped iU inquiry 
o«ld be made as to whether| considers the n«tt« 

formation developed from a 
^ riKen statement by a convict- 
I drug-selie was sufficient to 
arrant further inquiry or pos- 
hie indictments. The commis- 
oner said he was not sure 
t this time whether the Atlan- 
^ authorities would attempt 
o move on their own. if war- 


stance’* to the allegations. 

Mr. Watson, the informant, 
was convicted on drug charges 
in 1972 and spent two years 
in prison. His latest conviction 
came in May of this year. 

Commissioner Eaves said to- 
day that the fact that the infor- 
mant was a convicted felon 
should not, by itself, discredit 
his allegations 
The F.B.L, after preliminary 
checks of information provided 
by Mr. Watson through Mr. 


mted. or if they would req^uest 
ederal action. / 

The If four city detecti^s 
^’o^kilJg on the case have 


closed, 

l>rug Traffic Emphasized 
A few days ago. Mr, Eaves 
issued a statement ^indirectly 
cnticai of the F.B.L “Our intel- 
ligence detectives, to date, have 
been denied access to the infer 
mat ion the E.B.I. now has in 
their files,*' Mr. Eaves said. 

He said that “local F.B.L 
officials here in Atlantic who 
normally cooperate with us 
seemed unwilling to share in- 
formation concerning the 






iuct/d inquiries jn Atlanti, in] 

Mcnfphis and Knoxville, Tenn., ^s'e7* . 

and p Kentucky, Mr. Eaves “Without the cooperation of 
said. fjft ^j’rX mtj thf F.B.L,'* he said, “niy invest 

The aeieCttves^r^ working are presently interview- 
on leads provided by persons who are supposed 

B yronj^atson. 21 yearsoTd.C 

now selvlftg a five-year Federal 
sentence for conspiracy to dis- 
tribute cocaine. j 

A 42-page statement drawn! 
up and sworn to by Mr. Watson' 
was delivered to Mr. Eaves 
about a month ago. v 

Mr. Eaves said today that 
at the time the statement was 
^iven to him via a third party, 

"a party whom I aspect,’* he 
was not aware that the same 
information had been given to 
the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation on April 7, 197J. 

A spokesman for the F.B.L 
in Washington said that inter- 
rogation of Mr. Watson at that 
time indicated that his account 
of the killing had been fabricat-^ 
ed. Mr. Watson said that he: 
had overheard two men in the; 

Atlanta business where hej 
‘worked di.scussing killing Dr.j 
King a week before the civil 
rights leader was slain on April : 

1 4, 1968. 

The bureau nonetheless con- 
kjcted an inquiry, theVF.B.I. 

^s^kesman said, and dbter-J 


¥ / 


to be knowledgeable concern 
ing the alleged conspiracy .Jl j 

In an interview .today Mr. \^" 
Eaves sals that the information 
checked so far “proved to be 
about 95 per cent accurate/* 
However, he conceded that 
this infarmation did not relate 
directly to the allegations con- 
cerning the King assassination. 

A source familiar with the con- 
tents of the Watson statement 
said that most of it dealt with 
drug traffic, and hat the con- 
spiracy allegations wore brief, 
although at least .two of the 
alleged conspirators, were 
named. 

Mr* Eaves said today that 
“I do not know of two, possibly 
three, persons*' who were said 
to be connected with the al- 
leged conspiracy* 

According to Mr. Watson’s 
statement, a source said, one 
of the men he says he over- 
heard told another he was 
going to shoot ■ Dr. . King and 
frame someone for it- There 
are also suggestions in the 
statement that there was some 
connection with one of the 
Kennedy assassinations. 

A Federal fudge has ord^d 
a psychiatric examination \of 
Mr. Watson. 
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^ Sworn S tatem ent* A lleging Plot 
In Dr. King's Death Is Repeated 


A JLA^TA. June 20 (AP) — 

! statement c<m tending 

was a conspiracy in the slaying 
jOf Dr. Martin Luthef-King Jr., 

I the mil rights leader^ has 
given to Atlanta authorities, 
Police Commissioner Reginald 
Eaves said Friday. 

Mr Eaves said that the 
“sworn statement*' that alleges 
that someone in addition to 
James Earl Ray participated in 
Dr King's slaying “warrants 
our serious consideration.** 

The Commissioner said that’ 
he would not identify the per- 
son who provided the informa- 
tion but said it was delivered 
by a second party he described 
as ** someone 1 respect a great 
deal.*' ^ 

Mr Eaves said that if the 
material proved to have.suffi-i 
cient substance for a thorough- 
investigation, he would turn it' 
f over to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 

/ A spokesman for the F.B.L 
I m Atlanta said. “We don*t • 
know anything about it WeTe 
c qnductimi no inves tigatio n.** 

1 Mr Ray, ^ who^ 

kO n I'?® that 

April Memphis, on 

Apnj J968; Is serving a 99- 
year prison sentence. 

rh^'’ attempted to 

«nrf ® innocent; 

and one of his attorneys said, 

^at Mr D conspiracy and 
a fiii^ ■ s®t up as 

“/?'* Sny and was not a part 
Of the conspiracy.** ^ 

^ves said 
tnat the documents delivered to 
‘■,'^e"-written" and 
that they included many “facts 

1 hr®cs®"l®''.®"‘® " that 

1 within two 

ZVt . charges 

L jn. the docun»eat£i_s 2 ,re 
/ suTficjcnTlo request an F.B1 
1 invesUgation. 
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N^v Doubt on Kind’s Death 


Dir. ^ 
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I 

I have never bjen the sort of person who 
sees an evil conspiracy behind every death 
of every controversial person. 

I have written nary a column supporting 
these who scream that Lee Harvey Oswald 
was not the sole killer of President Kenne- 
dy. I have not given speeches supporting 
James Earl Ray's claim that he is not re- 
sponsible for Martin Luther King’s murder 
and that he deserves a new trial. 

As one who once sat on the Forty Com- 
mittee. which approved delicate CIA 
operations, and who never heard a word ; 
about the CIA killing anybody, obviously ; 
IVe never grabbed TV time with a claim i 
ihat the United States w^as operating a sort | 
of Murder Inc.. uuth£Xahbbean or any- * 
place else. 

Yet. I confess that Tm shaken by the 
>ash of recent stories alleging that the CIA 
handed out contracts to the Mafia for the 
murder of assorted people, presumably all 
foreigners. The Watergate revelations 
have thrown an aura of semi-believability 
around what used to seem to be ridiculous ^ 
claims that G. Gordon Liddy and E. How- ? 
ard Hunt (two ex-CIA operatives) w’ere in 
Dallas the day Kennedy was killed and 
were near the scene of the crime. I listen 
with an eerie tingle when someone re- 
minds me that Alabama Gov. George Wal- 
lace has speculated that someone with 
money, who stood to benefit politically j 
from ending his third -party campaign, had I 
to be financing and directing Arthur \ 
Bremer, the man now imprisoned for al- 
most killing WalLi ipe., , 

The terrible truth is that, after Water- ^ 
gate, few people doubt any stoiy of politi- 
cal madness, however implausible it may 
I have seemed a year or two aga 
I A top FBI official confided to me several 
years ago that the late J. Edgar Hoover 
was livid when Dr. King was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize. Hoover talked with a 
few aides about the fact Chat King had 
fried, as a teen-ager, to commit suicide. 
Either Hoover, or one of his minions, do- 
cidiiLibiil the "suicidal lenBxmcy^ might 
I be reactivated if the, FBI sent to King's 
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wife a surreptitious recording made of a 
parry m“king’s suite in a" V ? aai Trhgton 
hotel. 

Mrs. Coretta King has now admitted 
that such a tape was received, but she is 
quoted as saying that neither she nor her 
late husband felt that it was damaging to 
them. So King did not commit suicide. 

I Meanwhile, in 1964. Hoover told President 
I Lyndon B. Johnson (who then told civil 
I rights leaders like Roy Wilkins of the 
I NAACP and Whitney Young of the Nation- 
al Urban League) that one of King’s most 
influential advisers was a secre 
Communist. 

"We’ve followed him regularly to Mexi- 
co where he meets secretly with a top Sovi- 
et intelligence official, but’ we’ve never 
been able to get a photograph of King’s 
friend with the Russian spy,” I was in- 
formed by an FBI official. 

I Told of this, .lohp.scn o sked certain civil 
rights leaders to convince King that if he 
continued to be influenced by this so-called 
Soviet spy, he would wreck the civil rights 
movement. King agreed to ditch the ^ . . , „ , 

leged spy, but a few weeks later Johnson, I Washington Post — 

. and other top government officials were Vf'ashington Star-Newa __ 
K treated to FBI stories {maybe valid, News (New York) 
maybe not) that Kinc was now seeitts the y,,, v„y t,„, _ 
aUesedCommnntstaecteUy. 

You sit remembering that many people The National Observer 

detested King for what he was doing to Angeles Times 

break up the Cro w order. After the 

FBI launched its whispering campaign, 

many Americans believed he was a 
"Commie’* out to destroy this country. i),iie 
Other segments of this society despised 
him for the harsh things he was saying 
about U.S. military involvement in Indo- 
china. 

» You remember those things and are 
j forced to wonder if King’s assassination 
} was merely the deed of one man. The more 
one hears these stories of nefarious^ ^ 
schemes and gross abuses by the dirty 
tri dcster s of the intelligence mnynunity, 
the ea.sierT? becomes to doubt. 

How poisoned t he atmo s phere becomes. 
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"^Arrangements Reponeo 


By ’NICHOLAS M. HORROCK’ a spokesman for the bureau : ^ J 

’*r:r----fcs^prfuit(>Thf «no comment on The tape and the package had ] 

* WASHINGTON, March 8 — I the alleged harassment of Dn hcen prepared so they could not 
. ,The Federal Bureau of Invest!- • King.' 'be traced, one source said. He 

‘^’^gation mailed what some - !’Tbe former high F.B,1. offi- , said Mr. Hoover wanted the 
J''’, agents considered an *’unsa- ^ cifil who brought the rnatter tape mailed from somewhere m 
, " , tape recording made ^ to ihe attention of. Hie New Florida and that Mr. Sullivan 
I'.’x — had ordered a special agent to 


r/’from an electronic room bug Vbrk- Times asked to remain had ordered a special agent toj 
■"^to Coretla King to frighten her anonymous in the expectation fiy to Tampa and mail the tape} 
^" hnsbnnd, the Rev. Dr. Martin thai. he might be called to tes- { to ■ Mrs. King. The source, 

. .TryTriin ' tify^jn investifations of the hu-M stressed Lhat the agent had no. 

S criticism of the bureau, accord- * reau. ^ : i idea of the contents. ! 

V^'Thg to a former high official of • said that in late 1964, The source said Ahat Mr.] 

"the agency. after Dr, King criticized the j Hoover believed the sending ofj 

■ The mailing of the tape re- * F.B.T. for having assigned i the tape to Mrs. King. would 
cording to Mrs. King was part aieols >vilh Southern back- stop Dn King’s criticism of the 
nearly a decade of ^‘harass- C S^ounds to handle civil rights bureau and break up Jiis mar** 

’'hienr* of the late civil rights p cases, the late director, J. Ed- , ji age as well, "" \ 

K leader by the bureau, several r gar Hoover, ordered William C. i» 

- Former agents and officials say. Sullivan, then in charge of the! . said in a telephone 

r- Gne retired agent, Arthur / bureau’s counterintelligence, op-* u^terview that -she recalled re- 
’ . MUrtagh, who was attached to ^ f a tape recording in Jan- 

-.the F.B.I.'s Atlanta field office "‘^aticns. to arrange to send a|,uary^ 1965. 

^ xsald. the moves against Dr ^ recording sec-jl ’T received a upe that was 

!• King were second in size ‘^onlv a .rather curious, unfabeled,” sbe 

to" the way they went after be | said. *’ As a matter of fact, Mar- 


nearly a decade of ^‘harass- C grounds to handle civil rights 
’'hienr* of the late civil rights p cases, the late director, J. Ed- , 
K leader by the bureau, several r gar Hoover, ordered William C. i» 


. Jimmy Hoffa.” ^ ^ , ... , . . . . . . , 

; Yet there was never rTcrim- source said that a copy .and we found much of it unin- 

* , inal prosecution of Dr King ® recording was made ^telligible. We concluded there 
. and, these former FBI men bureau’s laboratory. It ;was nothing in the tape to dis- 

J say. there was a ^’dubious” na- ■ was wrapped in a small plain, Credit him/\ 

• tional security rationale for unmarked. package with no re^ I Mrs, King said that she and 

' what they said were thousands ii^**^**^ address, and delivered to jher husband immediately real- 

of hours of electronic and phys- Mr. Sullivan’s office, , the source jized that the tape had been 
' ical surveillance. These sources v^aid" and It had been ad- made covertly and "presumed*- 

r believe that the alleged harass- {dressed to Mrs. Coretta King, jit had^ been made by the F.B.L 

; ment of Dr. King should be in- 'Atlanta, Ga. ^ Murtagh, 53 years bid, 

^ vestigated by the Congressional ' Another source, attached toljwho now. lives* in Constable, 
committees on intelligence.! bureau at the time, said |N.Y.. said the *’lrick" of send- 

' Several have written to the! J^bat he believed the recording ling the Upe to Mrs. King to 

Senate Select Committee on In-f >vas of a party held by Dr. King discredit her husband was weil 

rtcUIgence. t ^ ^ ! [®^d officials of the Southern {known “among senior agents in 

; The sending to a private cit- ! Christian Leadership Confer- the Atlanta bureau and some 

> izcn of a tape recording oh- ence, which Dr. King headed, of them bragged about rit as a 
trained by a national security in the Willard Hotel in Wash-, stunt/’< ^ 

electronic surveillance is a vio- ington in the fall of 1963. Tbe^ According to two formw sen- 
J latipn of F.B.I. regulations and source said the party had been ior F.B.I. officials, a wiretap on 

> was a potential violation of the picked up by an F.B.L electronic j Dr. King later picked up a con- 

f Federal Communications Act bug in the room and put .^npersation in which Dr, King 

- and the Federnl Criminal Code, tape, r - • ■ ■!» .♦; • > - . *q\a ^ friend that he was deeply 

J The ,<;eurveillance of Dr. King Bureau officials, according tojeoncerned about the pressure 
, was briefly noted last year In sources at the lime, felt lhatjbeing placed upon him. 

, a report by William B. Saxbe. the content of the tape was I S.C.Lc. sources from that 
, then the Attorney General and .delrimemal to* Dr. King and era say that Dr. King never 
»Clarance M. Kelley, director of ’some of his associates because wavered in his leadership of 
^the F.B.I. bureaus Countcrin-i it recounted activities at the the movemeivt and that t>»<. 


I traced to the F.B.L 


tin and I listened to the tapel 


' ical surveillance. These sources 
r believe that the alleged harass- 
I ment of Dr. King should be in- 
; vestigated by the Congressional 
f committees on intelligence.; 


r tclllgence. ^ 

^ The sending to a private cit- 
->izcn of a tape recording oh- 
! tained by a national security 
J electronic surveillance is a vio- 
J latiqn of F.B.I. regulations and 
; > was a potential violation of the 
f Federal Communications Act 


The ,<;eurveillance of Dr. King 
, was briefly noted last year In 
* ;,a report by William B. Saxbe. 
I then the Attorney General and 
» Clarance M. Kelley, director of 
. ^ ’ the F.B.I. bureau^s Countcrin- 
' V Program, or Cointel- 

The report said that Coin- 
t techniques included “fcii 

» vestigating the love life of a 
. ‘••group leader for -dissemination 
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^teligence Program, or Cointel- party they thought did not con- harassment failed. 

tpro. The report said that Coin- form with the rights leader’s The following incidents of 

ytelpro t^hniques included “gi k . gHy a s ition as a. religious leader, harassment were either 

I vestigating the love life of a - — ifiiTned in earlier press accountar A\i 

• group leader for-dissemination ' or uncovered in interviews ^ 

;to . n v' with high bureau officials: 

j* ment of icials 1.1a ter identifi^d^- i . - ^ 

; the group leader as Dr. Kin/ \ ‘ fl 

4AU 6 2 1 19 ; x' ^ /. / 
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Murtagh and a former 
^l^nior bureau official confirmed ■ 
vthe bureau tried to disrupt i 
; plans for a banquet m Atlanta ,! 
in,A964 by business l^ders J 
to laud Dr. King’s winning of 
the Nobel Prize. It included < 
covert contacts with community i 
leaders with charges about Dr, i 
King’s personal life. ] 

^Two former bureau offi- ; 
jdaJs said that a ‘’monograph” 
on Dr, King’s personal life was 
circulated among Government 
officials by the bureau during 
the Kennedy Administration, 
President Kennedy became' 
aware of, what* was going on , 
and ordered Mr, Hoover to Te- ! 
trieve every copy of the mono- 
graph. r 

^Mr. Murtagh said that ef- 
forts at harassment of S.C.L.C 
leaders continued « after Dr. 
King’s assassination in 1968. He 
said he was ordered I5>y bureau 
officials to obtain handwriting 
samples of Andrew Young, now 
a- Democratic Representative 
from Georgia, and Hosea Wil- 
liams to permit bureau experts 
to f 9 rge letters over the Young 
and Williams signatures that 
would harm thei> careers. MrM, 
Murtagh said h% refused the 
assignment.^ ^ ^ ^ 

iJTwo "'former senior , F.B.I. 
officials said the bureau 
“routinely” sought to prevent 
Dr. King from receiving hono^ 
rary degrees from colleges and 
universities by planting stories. 


about his ^^rsonailifc, inclUd- 1 
ing charges that he directed i 
S.C.L.C. funds to his own use i 
and to Swiss bank accounts, 
i qMr. Murtagh and ■ other ^ 
sources said there was a con- 1 
jsistent practice of anonymous < 
telephone calls, sometimes to ] 
make false fire alarm reports ] 
at locations where -Dr, King} 
was to speak and in other in- i 
Stances to friends and associates 1 
of Dr. King trying to sow dis- 
trust among them, 

r Infiltration Believed 
In 1961 and 1962, bureau in- 
[teUigence experts reportedly 
became convinced* that two 
members of the Communist 
party ^ had infiltrated the 
S.C.L.C. The intelligence men 
urged then Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy to open a 
inational security investigation 
of Dr. King, and he complied. 

I Reliabe sources said that Dr. 
King was under electronic sur- 
veillance weJ before Mr, Ken- 
: nedy had made his decision. On 
two occasions, members of the 
I Kennedy ^ Administration 
! warned the S,C,LC. leaders to 
! disassociate themselves from 
the alleged Communists be- 
cause they were leaving Dr; 

[ King open to attacks by South- 
^ cm conservatives in the Senate, 

> but Dr. 'King refused to,. do so, 
I unless the Government pro- 
i duced evidence of^oc^imist 
.^ affiliation. ‘ \ 

In 1963, Mr, Kennedy author- 
ized a national security wiretap 
on Dr. King, then legal under 
federal lawV Court testimony 
and interviews with F.B.I, and 
Justice Department officials in- 
dicate that the electronic sur- 
veillance continued for at least 
twp years, from 1963 to 1965, 
and product a massive amount 
of recordings. One estimate 
held that -5,000, separate con- 
versations went on tape. v 
Former agents said the room 


bugs were planted in hotels 
from coast to coast as Dr, King 
moved about the country, 
Despite this massive sur- 
veillance, veteran agents said, 
there Was never a recomm^-: 
datjon for prosecution for vio- 
lation of any Federal or State 
law. Nor, several sources said, 
.were grounds for any national; 
security concern' ever ‘ estab-^ 

lished- ' c, rm 


Testimony In Casa - 

“^In a 1969 Federal court case 
involving the boxer Muham- 
med Ali, a Federal agent testi- 
fied that he believed the tapes 
from the King investigation 
had been destroyed. But other 
sources among former Bureau 
officials maintain that the 
tapes or transcripts of the 
tap^s are still in the' bureau 
and may be part of the ma- 
terial disclosed ID days ago 
by Attorney General Edward 
H. Levi * ; 

Mr. Murtagh said the bureau 
surveillance of ,, the S.CX.C. 
failed because It "’concentrated 
on gathering information 
about the mores and personal 
lives of the rights group’s offi- 
cials. - ‘ , 

“This was a little naive be- 
cause S.C.L.C. officials told 
me they couldn’t ,cara ,, Jess,” 
Mr. Murtagh said.- ' !' ' 

Under laws in force -^hen 
the tape was reportedly 
mailed, it was hpth a potential 
crime and a violation of bu- 
reau regulations to use^ the 
' tape in this manner. 

The Federal Communications 
' Act in force in- 19644965 pro- 
^ hibited a police or Government 
‘ agency from disclosing the con- 
‘ tents of a taped or bugged con- 
^ versation to a third party. An- 
. other section of the Federal 
^ criminal statutes makes it a 
' crime for Federal employes to 
' convert Government property j 
and records to other ^ than ^fi- 
1 cial use, a 
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' FBI ‘ sex 


snoopers 
gave files 
to LB J ’ 


NEW YORK. Monday. 
THE FBI regularly supplied 
President Lyndon Johnson 
with details of the sexual 
escapades of prominent 
people. Including Martin 
Luther King Jr and a 
Republican Senator, 
according to Time maga^ 
zine. 


Time sjild yesterday the Infor- 
miition was given to the presi- 
dent bv then FBI director J. 
Edgar Hoover, who knew John- 
son **had a voracious appetite 
for gossip.** 

^ One report covered the sexual 
activities of a prominent Repob* 
iican Senator who frequented a 
brothel in Chicago "and d 
kinky sexual prcfcrencc«. 
Ulmc said. 

The magazine said the infor- 
mation came from the owner if 
a brothel who was really an FBI 
informer, ^ ^ 

After tlie President read the 
matcnal he wo.s reported to have 
slapped his thigh with 
dclignu 


Erotic 


Johnson also received the 
transcript and tapes of Martin 


Luther King Jr's bedroom aclivi 
lies Time daimed. 


'•He read the accounts, which 
an aide described being like 
un ejTotic hook.’* it added. 

Time said Joiinsuii listened 
to uu^es about the civil rights 
lender, who was later ass/issi* 
riiited. that even had the 
noises of the bedsprings *' 


, ^4AU6l 1 


•Hie nuu?;i?ine s.iid Hoover’s 
deputy, Cartlia Deloach. " bo 
rwnie a courier to tiic \Vhiie 
I House of Juicy gleanhujs Iroin 

^ Uie FBI.” 

But ncloftch said nt his Con 
i^eclicut ho:.»c : “ 1 wonltln i 

make anv comment. I left the 
I five years ago and haven't 

* oven seen a since tlien 

. Youd have to ask tlie FBI 

I about all this.” 

' Tive ma*a 7 ^ne, wnUiout giving 
w.ny source, said John.son always 
l>elieved President Joiin Kennedy 
was asso-sslnaLed ns the i*csult of 
A Communist conspiracy: that 
tlie Chinese Communi.'^ts paid 
fo" anti- Vietnam Wfir d^monstm- 
tion.s, and tliat tlie CIA kill^xl 
Vietnamese Pre.^^ident Nvo 
Diom acainst Kennedy's 
wi.slies. ^ 

<T7PL Reutor,l« ^ 


/'I:;, I J; 

-’I' V. ' iv, 
j 'll i.r;i:r 

t ■••a c..un.'::~- 


(Indicate page, nam« of 
newspaper, city and stale.) 
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WASHINGTON— The diehard loyally 
the old Kennedy mythmakers/is 

^liUUd VU UCltVJtW, j 

Those v/ho have been assuring 
>r years that the K^nnedys secretly ' 
tiUled J» Edgar Hoove gulped silently ; 
hen Ben Bradiee recently broke ranks 
o reveal how Preside^ Kennedy 
ttvited the F.B.h director to the Whit© 
iou>etopore over dossiers and chortle , 
^v'er the peccadilloes of public men. 

Those same Kennedy mythmakers 
Helped fashion an article of impeach- 

t* MMwr%„ 4 Via 4- Ofner-i- I 

■ llCflW WUCII It Wi»0 

■lent Nixon ordered the F.B.I. wire- 
tapping of newsmen. They now stand 
mute as the Rockefeller Commission 
report slates that a newsman had been 
wiretapped by. the C.hA, in 1962-~ > 
with no authority in law — “apparently 
with .the knowledge and consent of At- 
torney General Kennedy.” (We'il soon 
see if Franch Church follows that up.) 

However, several old Kennedy hands 
have taken vociferous umbrage, in 
public and private, to a point made , 
in this space about the double standard 
used in judging pastPresidentst ”Nixon 
never ordered the extended wretap- 
ping of a civil rights leader for the 
purpose of leaking defogatofy infonna- 
tion about him to the press.^* 

This referred to the wiretap that 
• Attorney General Kennedy directed 
j the F.B.I. .to place on Dr. Martin 
i Luther King Jr. on Oct ID, 1963, and 1 
' which remained in place for more than ; 
I eighteen months until removed on ' 
j April 30, 1965, by Robert Kennedy's . 

successor, Nicholas Katzenbach, i 

; During this time, in an attempt to ’ 

) « _ _ _ j j: l:* T\- !/’:•,.* IT D T 

\ oesmear anu uisctcuit x^j, 

agents — in violation of the law — played 


to be to assist the F.B.I. in deter mining^ 
p— whether Dr. King and his mo^)?ment 
were being manipulated by this person 
in the interestg^pf the So^et Union.” 
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that in December 1964, (while the 
F.B.I. wiretap on Dr. King was still 
in operation) he was told by re- 
porters that the F.B.I. possessed re- 
cordings of “baggings” of Dr. King 
which they were playing to newsmen, 
“I immediately inquired of the. Bureau 
if this improper activity was in fact 
talring place and it was flatly denied. 
... I believe the activity did, how* 


D#p. AD Adm. 
Hep. AD Inv. . 
Asst. Dir.t 
Admin. 
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Mr. Katzenbach carefully differenti- 
ates between the warrantless wiretap 
approved by Mr. Kennedy and the 
“buggings” that he then thought were 
made by state law-enforcement offi- 
cials. He believes there is a difference; 

1 believe one reinforced the other. 

He Is correct, however, in denounc- 
^ing as “utterly false” my assertion ^ 
that the Justice Department had re- 
cently admitted that the purpose of 
the King wiretap was “investigating 
the love life of a group leader for 
disseminating to the press.” The de- . 
partment did use those words to 
describe the coumerintelligence 

program and the leader referred to was 
Dr. King, but Mr. Katzenbach had left 
the Justice Department by that time 
and I regret the error. 

I cannot accept, however, the myth- 
makers" Hne that Robert Kennedy was 
the innocent dupe of J. Edgar Hoover 
in this tawdry episode. He knew Mr. 
Hoovers v#a§ out to* “get” Dr. King's 
reputation: he knew how the director 
used raw material gathered in dossiers 
to titillate confidants, even Presidents, 
recordings of bugged conversations Lbelieve Mr. Kennedy’s purpose in 
fwm o“ mg’, hotel P"”"? 


Legal Coun. 

Telephone Rm. 
Director Sec'y 



to newsmen, and even mailed one such 
salacious recording to Dn King's wife. 
The Departmen# of Justice has never 
sunk lower, before or since. 

Nobody disputes those facts. The 
'question is: Did the Kennedy s have 
good reason tf^ suspect that the pur- 

41. a 4 An Signal 

pOsC Wl ^na 4»vi. 4is*v,v..w* 

curity, and that tim F.B.I, would leak 
whatever it found to smear its most 
outspoken critic? 

Mr. Kauenbach tells mo no. He 
[ ' writes: “A telephone tap on a phone 
used by Dr. King was aiUhorizcd -by 
Attorney General Kennedy in 1961 or 
1962 (sic). That tap was requested by ’ 
Mr, Hoover on national security 
grounds by a writloR memorandum, 
.wkich staled in the strongest tferms 


to appease the powerful F.B.I. director, 
even if it meant letting him destroy 
the reputation of Martin Luther King. 

Mr. Katzenbach insists that bis own 
motive was purely national a^cxirity* 
and J am satisfied that he believes 
that this Is true. Yet, as he points 
out, he learned of the F3.I/s smear 
campaign In December 1964; with very 
good reason to know the real puiposa^ 
ofUhe F.B.I. tap. and with the power 
to terminate It with a tingle command, ' 
Mr. Katzenbach permitted the King 

. 4^ 

WirCUipS \U WllVIilUC iVI «ll aUUlV4V4l»4 

five months. He had reason to suspect 
the commission of crimes by lawmen- 
* and — aside from asking the newsmen 
' who alerted him to reveal their 


/ possible to"^ pass the'1964 Civil Rightfe 
Act. How's that for irony? Shades ^ 
Daniel Ellsberg and Gordon Liddy^m^' 
who thought it was right to break^' 
few rules because they saw a higher 
; cause. The Kennedys were ' willing to 
siy)vert-the personal ‘ civil * rights of 
nation^s leading fighter . for civil ^ 
Tifehts — and uo itrfa The name ot~ 
Cfdl rights. 

' ^ ' ' l>aily News (New 

The New York Times 
The Wall Street Journal - 

The National Observer 

The Los Angeles Times . 

r 


I 

!7i — 


sources — ^the nation's chief law officer 

tha\ Dr. King was closely ass o^ated diinothing. “ , , J / 

;'wiV* pe«on b/tbc'BxA|a^ >frivately, Kennedy myUimakers hiVt/\ 
>.to'%a high the ComtovAist,^ been saying that the «, 

1 b party In close contL ynth the i Hoover on the jClng 

^■^The^ purpose ofjtfc^o was 
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CARL T. ROWAN 


New jDoiibt on Kind’s Death 


I have never been the sort of person who 
CCS an evil conspiracy behind every death 
>f every controversial person. 

I have written nary a column supporting 
r»sc who scream that Lee Harvey Oswald 
vas not the sole killer of President Kenne- 
y. I have not given speech^ supporting 
Earl Ray*s claim i$ oQt rg- 

ponsible fo r Martin Luthel^ing ^s murder 
uid that he deserves a new 
As ^e who once sat on the Forty Com- 
nittee, which approved delicate CIA 
operations » and who never heard a word 
ibout the CIA killing anybody, obviously 
\e never grabbed TV time wnh a claim 
hat the United States was operating a sort 
>f Murder Inc., in the Caribbean or any- 
place else. 

Yet* 1 confess that Tm shaken by the 
rash of recent stories alleging that the Cl A 
^anded out contracts to the Mafia for the 
murder of assorted people, presumably aJi 
forergners. The Watergate revelations 
lave throwm an aura of semi -belie vability 
ground what used to seem to be ridiculous 
claims that G. Gordon Liddy and E, How- 
ard Hunt (two ex-CIA operatives) were in 
Dallas the day Kennedy was killed and 
vere near the scene of the crime. I listen 
with an eerie tingle when someone re- 
minHc m 0 that Alabama Gov. George Wal- 
lace has speculated that someone with 
money, who stood to benefit politically 
from ending his third-party campaign, had 
ro be financing and directing Arthur 
Bremer, the man now imprisoned for al- 
most killing Wallace. 

The terrible truth is that, after Water- 
gate, few people douot any story of politi- 
cal madness, however implausible it may 
have seemed a year or two ago. 

A top FBI official confided to me several 
years ago that the late J. Edgar Hoover | 
was livid when Dr. King was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize. 'Hoover talked with a 
few aides about the fact that King had 
tried, as a teen-ager, to commit suicide. 
EiiherJIs^ver, or one of his minions, de- 
cicUtTthat the ’’sukidal tendency** nriight 
be reactivated if the FBI sent to King’s 


wife a surreptitious recording made of a 
party in King’s suite in a Washington 
hotel. 

Mrs. Coretta King has now admitted 
that such a tape was received, but she is 
quoted as saying that neither she nor her 
late husband felt that it was damaging to 
them. So King did not commit suicide. 


Meanwhile, in 1964, Hoover told President 
Lyndon B, Johnson (who then told civil 
rights leaders like Roy Wilkins of the 4 
NAACP and Whitney Young of the Nation- 
al Urban League) that one of King’s most • 
influential advisers was a secret 
Communist. , ' ' \ 

“We’ve followed him regularly to Mexi-^ 

I CO where he meets secretly with a top 
et intelligence official, but we’ve never 

L. .. •s.V. A,- n Vi 

I UCCll ciUiC lU <1 ^ i 

I friend with the Russian spy,” I was in- 
\ formed by an FBI official. 

Told of this, Johnson asked certain civil ■. 
rights leaders to convince King that if hf 
continued to be influenced by this so-callell 
Soviet spy, he would wreck the civil righta • 
movement. King agreed to ditch the al-\ ; 
leged spy, but a few weeks later Johnson, I '■ 
and other top government officials were 
treated to FBI stories (maybe- valid, , 
maybe not) that King was now seeing the 
. alleged Communist secretly. \ 

^ you sit remembering that many people . 
^ ^letested King for what he was doing to 4 
break up the old Jim Crow order. After the ' * 
FBI launched its whispering campaign, 
many Americans believed he was a 
“Commie” out to destroy this country. 
Other segments of this society despised ■ 
him for the harsh things he was saying 
about U.S. military involvement in Indo- 
china. 

You remember those things and are 
forced to wonder if King’s assassinatiem 
was merely the deed of one man. The moire 
one hears these stories of nefarious 
schemes and gross abuses by the diriw ' 
tricksters of the intelligence community, / 
the easier it becomes to doubt. 

How poisoned the atmosphere becomes. 
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FBI tiarassment of Kin| 
Disclosed by Ex-Agents 


C(y>itmycd From Fi rsf Page 

and wa<; a potemial violation of 
the Federal Communications 
Act and the Federal Criminal 
Code. 

The surveillance of King was 
t>rief?y noted last year in a 
report by then A tty. Gen. 
William E. Saxbe and FBI 
Di rector C larence M , Kelley on 
the bureau’s counterin- 
telligence program, or Co*n- 
tejpro. > 

A spokesman for the bureau 
said it had '*no comment” on ’ 
the alleged harassment of 
King. 

The former FBI official who 
brought the matter to the atten- 
tion of The New York Times 
asked to remain anonymous in 
the expectation that he might 
be called to testify in in- 
vrsfigations of the bureau. 

He said that in late 1964. after 
King had criticized the FBI for 
having assigned agents with 
Southern backgrounds to han-^ 
die civil rights cases, the late 
director. J. Edgar Hoover, or- 
dered William C. Sullivan, then 
in charge of the bureau’s coun- 
fenmelligcnce operations, to 
arrange to send a copy of d 
taperecording secretly to Mrs. 
King in such a manner that it 
could not be traced to the FBL x 

The source said that a copy of 
3 tape recording was made by 
the bureau’s laboratory. 

Another source, attached to 
the bureau at that time; said 
that he believed the recording ' 
was of a party held by King and . 
officials of the Southern Chris- A 
lian Leadership Conference^ 
which King headed, In 4he •* 
Willard Hotel in Washington in 
thr fall of 1963. The source said 
the party had been picked up by 
an FBI electronic bug in the 
room and put on tape. 


20 i9 




Bureau officials, according 
to sources, feltthat the content 
of the tape was deirimenial to 
King because it recounted ac- 
tivities they thought did not 
conform with King’s position 
as a religious leader. 

The source said that Hoover 
believed the sending of the tape 
to Mrs. King would stop King’s 
criticism of the bureau and ' 
br^ak up his marriage as well. 

Mrs. King said in a telephone 
interview that she recaHed 
receiving a tape recording in 
January 1965. 

’T received a tape that was 
rather curious, unlabeled.” 
she said. ”As a matter of fact. 
Marlin and I listened to the 
tape and we found much of it un- 
intelligible. We concluded 
there was nothing in the tape to 
discredit him.” 

Mrs. King said that she and 
her husband immediately 
realized that the tape had been 
made covertly and 
“presumed” it had been made 
by the FBI. 

The following incidents of 
harassment were either con- 
firmed in earlier press ac- 
counts or uncovered in inter- 
views with high bureau of- 
ficials: > 

-- Murtagh and a former 
senior bureau official confirm- 
ed the bureau tried to disrupt 
. plans for a banquet in Allan ta in 
1964 by business leaders to note 
King’s Winning of the Nobel 
Prize. 

— Two former bureau of- 
ficials said that a 
“monograph” on King's per- 
sonal life was circulated 
among government officials 
during the Kennedy ad- 
ministration. President John F. 
Kennedy became awareof what 
was going on and ordered 
Hoover to retrieve every copy of 
thr monograph. 

— Murtagh said efforts at 
harassment of SCLC leaders 
continued after King’s 
assassination in 1968. He said 
he was ordered by bureau of- 
ficials to obtain handwriting 
samples of Andrew Young, now 
a Democratic representative 
from Georgia, and Hosea 
Williams to permit bureau ex- 
perts to forge lettrrs that 


would harm their careers, 
Murtagh said he refused the 
assignment. 

— Two former senior FBI of- 
ficials said the bureau 
“routinely” sought to prevent 
King from receiving honorary 
degrees by planting stories 
abnut his personal life. 

— Mu rtagh and other sources 
said there was a consistent 
practice of anonymous 
telephone calls, sometimes to 
make false fire alarm reports 
at locations where King was to 
speak and in other Instances to 
friends and associates trying to 
sow distrust among toem. 

In 1961 and 1962. bureau in- 
telligence experts reportedly 
became convinced that SCLC 
had become infiltrated by two 
members of the Communist 
party. The experts urged then 
Aity. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy’ 
to open a national security in- 
vestigation of King, and he ' 
complied. f 

Before Decision 1 

Sources said that King w^s 
under electronic surveillance 
well before Atty. Gen, Ken- 
nedy had made hisdecision. On 
two occasions, members bf the 
Kennedy administration warn- 
ed the SCLC leaders to dis- 
associate them.seIvesfrom the 
alleged Communists because 
they were leaving King open to 
attacks by Southern conser- 
" vati ves in the Senate, but King 
refused to do so unless the 
government produced 
evidence of Communist af- 
fUiation. 

In 1963, Atty. Gen. Kennedy 
authorized a national security ^ 
wiretap on King, then legal un- 
der federal law. Court 
testimony and Interviews with 
FBI and J usflce Department of- 
ficials indicate that the sur- 
veillance continued for at least ^ 
two years. 

Despite this massive suf* 
veil lance, veteran agents said^ ‘ 
there was never a recommen- , 
dation for prosecution for ' 
violation of any federal or state 
law. Nor. several sources widj 
were grounds for ,any true 
natioiial concern ever es 
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r B1 Harassment of King 
Disclosed by Ex- Agents 




(C) A’i //? VorA' Times Senire 

WASHINGTON — Tbe 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion mailed whai some agents 
considered an "unsavory*’ 
tape recording made from an 
electronic room bugging 
device to Coretla King to 
"frighten" her husband,, the 
Pev. Dr. Martin LutheKKipg 
Jr., info halting his criticism of 
the bureau, according to a for- 
mer high of/icialof the agency. 

The mailing of the recording 
to Mrs. King was part of nearly 


a decade of "harassment" of 
the late civil rights leader by 
, the bureau, several former 
agents and officials say. One 
retired agent. Arthur Murtagh. 
53, who was attached to the 
FBEs Atlanta field office, said 
the moves against King were 
second in size "only to the way 
w they weniafter Jimmy Koffa." 

Yet. there was never a 
criminal prosecution of King 
and the former FBI men say 
that there was a "dubious" 
national security rationale for 


what they said were thousands 
of hours of electronic and 
physical surveillance. The 
sources believe that the alleg- 
ed harassment of King should 
be investigated by the con- 
gressional committees on in- 
telligence. 

The sending to a private 
citizen of a tape recording ob- 
tained by a national security 
electronic surveillance is a 
violation of FBI regulations 

Continued on Pa^ CoL 2 
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"~Misiuse of King Tape Allege 
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New Yort TimA News Service 

The FBI maij^d what 
some agents considered an 
unsavory** tape recording 
made from an electronic 
room bug lo Coretta King to 
"frighten** her husband, the 
^ev. Dr*31ariin_J^ 

^ King Jr, into halting his 
cnticism of the bureau, ac- 
cording to a former high 
official of the agency. 

The mailing of the tape to 
Mrs. King was part of near- 
ly a flecade of *‘harass- 
mentj of the late civil 
rights leader by the bureau, 
severbl former agents and 
officials say. One retired 


y 1'^ ^ 






agent, Arthur Murtagh, 
who was attached to the 
FBI’s Atlanta Field Office, 
said the moves against King 
were second in size "only to 
the way they went after 
Jimmy Hoffa.** 

VET THER!^ was never a 
criminal prosecution of 
King and, these former FBI 
men say, there was a **dubi- 
ous** national security 
rationale for what they said 
were thousands of hours of 
electronic and physical sur- 
veillance. These sources be- 
lieve that the alleged har- 
a^ment of King should be 




investigated by the congres- 
sional committees on 
intelligence. Several have 
written to the Senate select 
committee on intelligence. 

The sending to a private 
citizen of a tape recording 
obtained by a national se- 
curity electronic surveil- 
lance is a violation of FBI 
regulations and was a 
potential violation of the 
Federal Communications 
Act and the federal crimi- 
nal code. 

A SPOKESMAN for \he 
bureau said it has "no com- 
ment” on the alleged har- 
assment of King. ^ 

Sources said the late FBI 
director J. Edgar Hoover 
believed the sending of the 
tape to Mrs. King would 
stop King’s criticism of the 
bureau and break up bis 
marriage as well. 

Mrs. King said in a tele- 
phone interview that she re- 
called receiving a tape 
recording Ln January 1965. 

”I received a tape that 
was rather curious, unla- 
beled." she said. "As a mat- 
ter of fact. Martin and I lis- 
tened to the tape and we 
found much of it unintelligi- 
ble. We concluded there 
was nothing in the tape to 
discredit him.” 

Mrs. King said that she 
and her husband immedi- 
ately realized that the tafce 
had been made covertly a id 
”presur^d” it had been 
roiidcTJ5?me FBI. 
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By Orr Kelly 

SUr-NewtSaflWnttf 

Former Atty. Gen. Nicho- 
las deB. Katzenbach says 
I he once ordered the FBI to 
stop pla^ang a tape record- 
ing involving the personal 
life o^the Rev, Martin Lti- 
theA^ing for newsmen, 
Jeven though the bureau 
denied {he actiy ity at the 
lime. 

Katzenbach said in a tele- 
phone interview yesterday 
that the incident occurred 
in about December 1964.. 

He said he heard that a 
tape derogatory to King had 
been played for several 
^ newsmen and asked FBI 
officials about it. 

I “THEY he 

said. 

But two newsmen later 
assured him, he said, that 
1 they had been invited to lis- 
I ten loathe tape and had done 
so. 

“But when I said, ‘Okay, 
let's go confront them,* they 
refused to let me use their 
names. That left me in the 
lurch,*’ Katzenbach said. ^ 

While he was thus barred 

t I from acting against FBI 
said, he order- 
ed them t o stop Uaiua whm 


they denied d oing! .And , he 
s liid, i i ^ t)eUeves the prac- 
tice was stopped. 

“They were doing it in 
that press office — although 
they didn’t call it that — ^ 
across from the director’s 
office. I said it was outra- 
geous and I wanted 4 stop- 
ped/^ he said. ’ . < ' 

KATZigNBACii SAID he 
believed Hoover had a 
“vendetta” against King 
and that playing the record- 
ing for newsmen was part 
of an effort to discredit the 
civil rights leader, ^ ^ '• 

The former attorney 
general said he also had 
heard that a memo concern- 
ing King had been circulat- 
ed but {hajJie^had never , 
t seen it. He said a great 
volume of information sent 
to his office each day by the 
I FBI was screened by his 
^ staff and that they knew he 
did not want any “lurid 
reading.’’ ^ , ^ 

But Harold Reis, now 
Washington attorney who 
was then executive assist- * 
ant to the attorney general,^ 

, said he could recall no{. 
r information from the FBI of^^ 
ril ous ncUfc»atliai^‘ 
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n was not part of a particular, 
inHe£ti£ei5on, 

; “I never did see any stuff 
sent along just for puriH>ses 
^ of voyeurism,” he said. 

fCnt 20 nbach s^id he 
: called only one such, report. 

“This memo said a con- 
gressman — I forget his 
name -c hwJ& cen seen leav- 
ing a motel with a good 
looking girt. I was later told 
it was bis daughter.’’ be 
said. .. -.4 

Katzenbach is now an 
executive at IBM in River- 
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By F.BJ. VERllD 


by the Johnson White House, ' 

a^ordmg to the article, an tf 4 tS| n ^B.l. m 1965 afto 22_y^^ 
purpose was to gather >f servi« had left to 
totelliamce on pofcntfal vio- lerse yhome for a 
tonre oT^srSptions. Mr. Clark tion and was not available for 
told the Senate ^vestigatora. comment - 


Arranged for Rooms 
The Post gave these addl- 


Senator Baker suggested that 
the newly-created Senate 
lect Committee on the Intelli- 
gence Community might sub- 


i^v Anont TfiW lA&iprnafp tional details: ... gence Community might sub- 

cX'ASBnT lOlQ WwIcrgaiB Clark said he had ar- poena documents from Presi- 

Panpl That Theclf in '64 ranged with the management dent Johnson’s memoriallibrary 

ranei mat t^necit m m City’s Claridge Ho- }„ an effort to set the record 

Was Dane for JohnSUTl lel to have Dr. Wng “>d Ws straight. He also did not rule 

• party stay hv rooms 1901, J.902 pm the issuing of asubpoena to 

: f and 1923. former President Richar.d M. 

Bpoi.itoni.NtwYorfc'nme. ( He Said he Stayed In a ^mj ^ixon for Other testimonji. 

WASHINGTON. Jan. 26- j » - - 


Senator Howard H. Baker Jn 
said today that the Senate 


Dr. King, He said the room was 
used to monitor transmissions 
of wiretaps and bugs from Dr. 


xxiu. wiretaps ana uugs> 14 vm 4^4. 

Watergate committeo had ob- King’s quart^i-s and from 2414 
tained evidence that the Fed- Atlantic Avenue, a storefremt 
used electronic listening de- used by toe Oingtess <rf Ramar 
vices ag^jWtt^e Rev. ^ 

« during thie , (Conversations were mon- 

ISofD^Dcratic National Con- Stored by F.B.L agents and also 
vention. j tape recorded. The tape record- 

Appearing on the ABC tele- i ings were . telephoned to Mr. 
vision program ‘‘Issues and peLoach and other agents at a 


vention. ! tape recorded. The tape record- 

Appearing on the ABC tele- i ings were . telephoned to Mr. 
vision program “Issues and peLoach and other agents at a 
Answers” the Tennessee Re-! special control center. Mr. Clark 
publican said he had “sat in” I said information pertinent to 
on an interview between the security responsibilities of 
Wa/tergate Committee investi- the Secret Service and the local 
gators and Leo T. Claric, for- police were passed onto thoSe 
mer agent in charge of ttie agencies. 

Atiantic City F.B.I. field of- “Clark recalls overhearing 
fico^ in which Mr, Clark said DeLoacb speaking on the tele- 
^6 electronic surveillance of phone to President Johnson and 
Dr. King had been conducted ■ to Director Hoover, giving them 
for President Johnson. summary information from the 

Sources on the now defunct* technical surveallance/' the 
Watergate committee said that Watergate committee memor- 
Mr. Clark disclosed that the andum said. x 
electronic surveillance of Dr. i>enied Talking to Johnson 

Mr. DeUad, d»l.d mde. 


electronic surveillance of Dr. i>enied Talking to Johnson 

S”S‘'d.rp„«.dS: 


leaoer. ^ _ 

In 1972 Campaign 

luii^Baker said the content 
of the interview with Mr. Clark 
had not been made a part of 
the final Watergate report 
cause “it was not involved in 
the ‘72 Presidential campaign.” 
Two former counsels on t)ie 
Watergate committee saic L a 
memorandum on the Clark irsr 


cr spoke to him during the 
convention. Mr, DeLoach was 
lot available for comment 
tday. 

In a DeLoach conversation 
Yith the President,** the Water- 
pte committee memorandum 
ontinued, according to the 
I)St, “Clark heard mention of 
Kscussions concerning the 
fcatbg of delegates or delega- 
of Vice-Presidential can- 


memoranuura uii urc v^ia*n nr p — .r*:.:. ""j 

tervlew had been turned over, possiblities, and the 

A rnnpressional committee. Identities of Congressm en . 
As^kesmnn fortheF.B.I. saM Senators going in and out of 
the barer. u’s current director, -Ones Quarters. _ r. J 

aarcnce M. Keilley , expect^ to / 

be questioned on the Incident 
during Congressional hearings 
this week. '! 

The Washington Post report- 
ed the Clark interview today^ 

According to its account, Car- 
tha D. DeLoachr, then assistant 
to Edgar Hoover, director of \ 

. th/F.B.I„ set up a special t^^m 
or aaents to conduct “technical r" ' 

/irv^llance’’ (F.B.L Jarg<m fo^i V 
' wiretapping aiid ^ \ ) 
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To Mrs. Coreffa King 


P 


Ex-FBI Man Bares 
Illegal Tape Case 


(C) im. K.V. Timet Newt Service 

WASHINGTON - The FEl" 
mailed what some agents con- 
sidered an “unsavory'* tape 
recording made from an elec- 
tronic room bug to Coretta 
King to “frighten’^er hus-^ 
band, Martin LuthcrKirR Jr. , 
into haltim"g~his "criticism of 
the bureau, according to a for- 
mer high official of the agen- 
cy. C --JO 

The sending to a private 


tape to Mrs. King would stop 
King’s criticism of the bureau 
and break uj> his marriage as 
well. V < — ^ ' ; 

Mrs. King said in a tele- 



S7AP 


■'vy\ 


Citizen of a tape recording ob- 
tained by ' National Security 
electronic surveillance is a 
\ violation of ihc FBI regula- 
tions and was a potential 
violation of the Federal Com- ^ 
mimications Act and the 
^ Federal Criminal Code, 
y The former FBI official who ’ 
’ brought the matter to the 
attention of The New York 
Times asked to remain anony- 
mous in the expectation that 
he might be called to testify in 
investigat ions of the bureau. 

Sent Secretly 

He said that in late 1964, 
after King had criticized the 
I FBI for having assigned 
agents with Southern back- 
grounds to handle CivifRights 
t cases, the late director^ J. > 
I Edgar Hoover, ordered 
liam Sullivan, then in charge 
of the bureau's counterintelli- 
gence operations, to arrange 
to send a copy of a tape 
recording secretly to Mrs. 
King in such a manner that H 
,^ould not be traced to the FBI. 

^ Another source, attached to 
the bureau at that time, said 
that he believed the recording 
was of a party held by King 
and officials of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence, which Dr. King headed, 
in the Willard Hotel in Wash-' 
ington in the fall of 1963. The 
source said the party had been 
y picked up by an FBI bug in 
the room and put on tape. 

King, Wife Listened 
Bureau officials, according 
to the sources, fell at the time 
that the content of the tape 
was detrimental to King and 
some of his associates because 
it recounted activities at the 
party they thought did not 
conform with the Rights lead- 
er’s position as a religious 
leader. 


phone interview that she re- 
called receiving a tape in 
January, 1965. < 

*T received a tape that was 
rather curious, unlabeled.’* 
she said. "As a matter of fact.^ 
Martin and 1 listened to the 
tape and we found much of it ' 
uninielligible. We concluded 
there was nothing in the tape 
to discredit him.**.' 
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By Ronald Kessler 

« '■ ' 'WMhint too Po*t fli*W WTlter 

; President Johnson ^during the 1964 Democratic 
tional Convention received reports on the conversations 
or activities of senators and congressmen, on then Attor- 
ney General Robert F. Kennedy, and on key convention 
delegates from v^iretaps and bugs installed by the FBI 
on civil rights leaders, a Senate Watergate co n s nutw 

memo says. ^ 


The memo, summaruing a 
1973 interview with Leo T, 
Clark,, then in charge of the 
t FBI*k Atlantic City, N.J., of- 
fice, quotes Clark as saying 
the information was reported 
to Johnson from bugs and 
wiretaps installed in the hotel 
rate of 

^ anJTTn'a storefront 
iised’^by civil rights groups. 

Civil rights was a key politi- 
cal issue during the Atlantic 
pity convention. 

In the Watergate committee 
interview, Clark, a 22-year vet- 
^,eran of the FBI, said elec- 
'tronic and physical surveil- 
lances were carried out by a 
I special FBI team ordered by 
the Johnson White House. 

^ "^The team, he said, was un- 
der the personal direction of 
Cartha D, DeLoach, assistant 

I to then FBI pircctor J. Edgar 
Hoover. 

. The stated purpose of the 
operation, Clark said, was to 
gather intelligence on poten- 
tial violence or disruptions. 

But Clark, who acknowl- 
edged playing a key role In 
the surveillance activities, said 
Delx>ach told him to avoid dis- 
cussing the operation with the 
Secret Service, whioh has re- 
sponsibility for protecting the 
President, or FBI'S 

Newark officei whlai would 
.normally coordinate . security 
^ the convention. 

said, most of ^ 

Information obtained . wf s U 

to P resid ent Johe 


I 



son over fc telepboBaJi 2 £_SJ^ 
cic&irTOs«Ued to bypass the 
White House switchboard. 

Clark said the Information 
included Kennedy's acUviUes, 
Identities of senators and con- 
gressmen visiting King’s hotel 
suite, idenUtles of pertona 
seeking support of civil rights 
leaders, pla^ of delegates or 
delegations, -and speculation 
>ha'Vice presidential nominee*. 

At one point, Clark said, he 
asked DeLoach if the Attorney 
General had authorized the 
taps and bug*. He said De- 
Loach replied; that Kennedy 
had not been Informed of 
them. But he said DeLoach in- 
dicated Johnson wa s aware, o f 
them. . ' 

’ At the time, bugging by the 
I FBI was illegal, and intercep- 
tion and dlvulgcnce of tele-, 
.'-phone communications by thp 
I FBI was B. criminal offense. - ^ 

, The authenticity of the 
Clark memo, which cites room 
numbers of suites bugged and 
the source of funds for part of 
the operation, was verified by 
a number of persons who ei- 
ther received it or were pres- 
ent when Clark was Inter- 
viewed. ’ ■ . , 

' The memo Indicates Clark 
appeared In response to a sub-. 
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d gr oath._^ It indicate s Ik.a*, Iv^ 
reviewed^tlie summary of his 
interview before it was typed 
in memo form. 

Clark, who retfe cd from the 
I FBI in 1965 ancSlater headed 
his own prival^investigation 
firm, was travelilg by car on a 
vacation and <Juld not be 
reached for comriteiit-.. 

Asked why the memo had 
not come out in Senate Water- 
gate fommitlee hearings, a 
committee source said previ- 
ous presidential campaigns 
were not considered to come 
witliin the committee's legisla- 
tive m^andate of campaign ac- 
tivities in 1972. 

DeLoach, informed through 
a spnretary of the natural of & 
reporter’s inquiry, did not re- 
turn telephone calls. 

DoLoach denied under oath 
in a 1973 Senate Watergate 
committee interview that he 
had, a direct line to Johnson or 
spoke with him during the 
convention. 

A summary of bis internew 
shows DeLoach said one sur- 
veillance was conducted as 
part of a continuing install a- 
lion on a person believed to bej 
under the , influence of the' 
Communist Parly. 

The continuing surveillance . 
had been approved by Ken-' 
nedy, although DeLoach didj 
not remember seeing any 
written authorization, he saidj 
■Johnson was not aware of this, 
surveillance, he added, 

I The FBrs activity at the 
Qonvention was for the pur-, 
pose of keeping abreast of 
/*any political violence,’' De-' 
Loach said. If any political in-? 
lelligence was reported to thq , 
White House, he added, it was 
only incidental to reports on 
possible violence. ^ ^ 
*i>eL0j T^ said he might have 
instructed agents to work un- 
^dercover in Democratic fac- 
tions. But he denied telling 
agents the operation was se- 
cret. 

Another participant in the 
operation said; he could not 
deny that the purpose of the 
operation was political. He 
^ said each agent might have a 
different view of how much of 
the intelligence gathered was 
•political ^nd how much re- 
, lated to security. 

L probably sLJnatter of 

' proportions, and different peo- 

(■ With dlf« . 

^ ferent percentages/’ Tie said- 
's The participant said he did 
not want to discuss details of 
.itejipotfation becaqg^, 


he 

quired to testify during inves- 
tigations that would ensue 
once the operation was pub- 
licly disdosiwi. , 

Although not a participant, ^ 

I another FBI source said he: 

• was told by an agent who par-, 

licioated that prevention of vi- 
olence was the operation’s 
cover. ‘ ■ 

’The purpose was to serve 
President Johnson’s political 
interests,” he said, ”They pick- 
ed up any information that 
concerned Kennedy, and what 
he was up to and whom he 
was trying to line up support 
for,” the source said. 

^ Asked for comment, FBI 

• spokesman James Murphy did 
not address himself to the 
question of whether the pur- 
pose of the operation was pol- 
itical or whether it included 
insUllation of wiretaps and 
bugs/ 

instead, he said: "As a te- 
suit of a request from the 
\ White House, the FBI did co*. 

• ordinate the development of ^ 
intelligence information con- 
cerning the plans o.f subver- 
sive, criminal, and hoodlum 
groups attempting to disrupt 
the Democratic National Con- 
vention at Atlantic City, N,J., 
in 1964.” 

The information was gatlt- 
I ered by FBI informants and 
sources and was subsequently 
furnishe^d to the White House 
and its jY^presenlatives in At- 
> -^ntjc City on a continuing ba- 
sis, he said.- Pertinent^ data 
were also given to the Secret 
Service and police authorities, 
he said. ^ j 

“In addition to the coverage 
afforded the 1964 Democratic-^ 
I convention, the FBI afforded) 
similar coverage to both the 
Democratic and Republican 
conventions in subsequent 
Presidentail election years 
19 66 and 15 72 ” M uTPhy-sau l 

^1 1 ■nr-^964 was< assured of 
nomination for his first full 
term as President he was wor- 
ried about a possible move- 
ment to draft Robert Kennedy 
to be his running-mate and 
about a challenge by a pri- 
marily black delegation to the 
white, Mississippi delegation, ^ 
A conalct could have mar-’ 
^red Democratic, unity or pro- 
‘ j yoked gifik^ing by civil rights 
ithough the civil 
Toent at the time 
red to Kiilg’s doc-^ 
te- - * y. jiviolerfu e/ %Mx 


; d cnicmgtr^t ions c guld ^ ha ve 
I becrTpoTTucaliy embanassing. 
j. As it turned out, the con - 
i flicts were resolved quietly’**^ 
I and commentators at the time 
: remarked on the perfect con- 
trol Johnson appeared to have 
on convention activities from 
the. White House. ‘ - 

‘The interesting question is 
why he had such complete 
control,” columnist . Walter 
Lippman wrote at the conclu- 
sion of the convention in late 
August 

"Quite evidently,” Lippman 
wrote of Johnson,' *he is . a 
great poliitcian, but what is 
the secret of his greatness as 
a politician?” ' 

In early August, Clark said, 
he began to work with the Se- 
cret Service and local police 
to insure that the convention 
later that month would be 
peac ef uL -v . ■ 

• Three days before the ‘ con-j 
vention opened on Augo24, he 
w as told by DeLoach in a tele- 
phone' call that the White 
House wanted special assist- 
ance, Clark said. 

This assistance would be in- 
dependent of the Secret Serv- 
ice and should^ not be dis* 
cussed witjj it or otherwise 
publicized, Clark “ quoted De- 
Loach as saying. , / 

I ‘Trouble was expected from. 

;the Mississippi’ and Alabama 
j delegations,” he said, ' . l 
“One of; the objectives of 
t the FBI woqld be to infiltrate^ 

• dis.sident factions and . keep^ 

1 ’Waller Jenkins advised gt AL 

IctllUC UiC iniCiCdl UCillg 

to preclude disorders,” Clarkj 
said, ' ' ' / V ‘ *3 

An FBI agent was later as-j 
signed to accompany Jenkins,! 
a While House aide,' with a 
walkie-talkie, Clark added. 

In a recent telephone inter* 
view, Jenkins, who was execu^^ 
tive assistant to Johpson, said 
yp kno wled ge rf. wny: 

F HT xnrvm llance .af, 

■ 41^^ r\Ti unt 

1.A/J J ¥ MAAVA AU V 

recall having any contact willx^ 
theFBL .r, ; -V ' ' 

Another key Johnson aide at 
the convention, W* 

Watson, did not rctur^ tele- 
phone calls last weelq after 
one of his assistants WJis..ia*' 
formed of the naturq 
quiry. T 

Clark said he was told by.; - 
DeLoach to set up a qahUsakiw 
center where informants could ? 
report. Individuals of^particu-; 
lar interest Included civil 
rights activists such as/ann le ' 
Sun Clark sdiulilU'^sl 







V., ^ 


.Ci W a — =* 

’*lVlVs. Tiamfr said recently 
from Rulevil®, Miss., that she 
was not awa|fc she was being 
watched doing the conven-| 
ition, 1 I 

But she saia and other 
Freedom Democratic Party 
i members of the Mississippi 
that was challenging the white 
delegation felt pressure from 
many sides to back dowm on 
their demands. 

“People were saying things, 
and then chickening out, and 
>wo didri ’t know why,' Jjihe said . 

r_ he established a' 

control center on the second 
floor of the old ‘Post Office 
building. The first floor was 
occupied by the FBI resident 
agent for Atlantic City, he . 
said. ^ j 

He established a special tel- j 
ephone number in DeLoach's I 
Control center office to lake 
calls from informants, he said. 

On instructions from De- 
Loach, Clark said, he deter- 
mined where King and James 
l/ Farmer, then national di- 
rector of the Congress of Ra-, 
cial Equality (CORE) would be 
staying. ' * ^ 

Clark said he was also told I 
to check the whereabouts of 
other civil rights leaders with 
^surveillances in mind, 

• He said he determined that 
.K ing would stay at^ tiic^ LAai- 
^*luge^ o t e 1. DeLoach in- 
structed him to survey Ihe 
building to determine the fea- 
sibility of installing a wiretap 
'and microphone (bug) surveil- 
lance, he said, 

^ Clark arranged with the ho- 
tel management to have King 
stay in Rooms 1901, 1902, and 
1923, he said. The hotel man- 
•agement gave keys to the 

: \ rooms lo' two FBI technical 
! • ^tnen U^m Newark, and they 
surveyed the rooms, he said. 

I \ Clurk aald ho rc.scrvod 

Room 1821. a floor below 

I /Ring's suite, for hlmseU. Alter 

^ I De Loach and other FBI offi- 
cials arrived from Washington 
"on Aug. 23, Clark said, the 
room was used to monitor con- 
versations la^King*8 rooms as 
well as those beamed from a 
,tap and bug installed at 2414 
<AUantic Ave., a storefront 
Kv CORE and Other 


not say whether a 
break ! n was necessary lo Tn- 
stall the microphone surveil- 
lance at the Atlantic Avenue 
address- 

Surveillances from the 
storefront were monitored by 
agents John J, Cramer and 
Billy D. Williams, he said. 
Those from King's rooms were 
listened to by agents John P. 
Devlin and John J. Connolly, 
he added. 

I 'The FBI declined to allow a 
reporter to talk with these or 
other agents named by Clark. 

^ Conversations were tape 
recorded and telephoned to 
DeLoach and agents Harold P. 
(Bud) Leinbaugh, and Donald 
G. Hanning in the co nlrpl ^ n- 
said. 

^ They, in turn, d elate 
mos based on the informatioi 
to stenographers.-he said. 

Leinbaugh and Hanning 
both retired, declined to cm- 
menU ' 

Information that related to 
Secret Service or police re- 
sponslblties were relayed to 
the appropriate agency by 
Clark, he said. 

^Clark recalls overhearing! 
DeLoach speaking on the tele-j 
thone to President Johnson 
and to Director Hoover, giving 
thorn ^isummary information 
' from the technical surveil- 
lance” the Watergate commit- j 
tee memo says. j 

'“In a DeLoach conversation 
with the President, Clark 
heard mention of discussions 
concerning the seating of dele" 
gates or delegations, of vice 
presidential candidate possi- 
biliUes, and the identities of 
congressmen and senators go- 
ing in and out of King’s quar-^ 
ters,” the memo says. . - 

“Robert Kennedy's activities 
were of special interest, in- 
cluding bis contacts with 
King. There was particular In- 
tel mi ill learning who wns 
seeking the support of Iho 
black lenders and the maneu- 
vering of the black factions 
with regard to the seating of 
the Mississippi delegations” 
the memo says. . . ? 

In addition lo bugs, wire* 
taps, and ^ undercover Infor^ 
I mants, the FBI monitored the 
• two-way radio communications 
of groups using the Atlant ic 
Ave nue sfbrefi>on t ^ano. 


agents posing as reporters, 
^ Clark sai^ . ^ ^ 
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CONSTABLE, . N.Y." - 
roding white si^ort for . 
>r. Martin Lulher^ing, Jr. : 
as iheTPBPs mam o?)€C^ \ 
ve, says the former agent ^ 

^ hose group bugged him. 1 
In the 1900s, Arthur Mur- I 
4gh' belonged to the? At- | 
<nta FBI unit which ttap- ! 
?d Df. Icing's phones. ; 
The kind of thinking at the^ t 
)ureau gives^me a pH in , 
:ie, botton of my stomach.* 
e Uid. T 

public servant should 
e governej by the same ; 
oncepts of democracy “"and 
iue process you find in the 
ourts, declared Murtagb, 
ow retired and practicing 
.aw here. V 

In an interview with 
\V 2 llace Turner of the New 
York Times, Marlagh S3id 
FBI officials tried to dis- 
suade Atlanta community 
loaders Irom attending -a ' 
banquet honoring Dr. King 
after he won the 1964 Nobel ‘ 
peace pri7P. • ; 

D r . icing headed - the 
f^uthern Christian Lead- 
c; ship Conference. . 

Murtagh said his security 
sn uad tapped Kind's SCLC 
oTice and home phones for 
at least ,tiiree ^years,./and 
that more . than ,5,0C0 rails 
were recorded. That was 
from 19S^ to 1965 and there 
were indications it contfnv 
ued until the 1966 assass^, 
natio^K ^^ 

After 1968 assassina- 
tion of Sen. Robert F. Ken- 
nedy. it was rcvf‘alcd that 
he had authorbed the sur- 
vcillpnce ir 196"^ on ,tha 
nVadiu'* of FBI Director J, 
Edgar Hoover that, subver- 
sives miehl try to use’J^hc 
civD rights movement. v 
Reference was also xnade 
\ to the tap at the 1869 
of Muhammad AU on draft 
> evasion charges. The'-bu- 
\ eau has yet to divulge an/ 

V Vthe information gathered^ 
W Dixie officials appar^. 
\ yfaad access to some o5 


There was a veritablfii^ 
spiderweb of eavesdrop- I 
pers, the former agent said. I 
It was not unusual for At- j 
lanta to monitor a call then ^ 
learn another post had 
heard the other end of .the. 

talk. : \ Y 

* • - - ‘ - 

The Albany Movement 
w'as the beginning of the 
problem,' the retired agent- 
believed.* • . * 

WTiile he could not sub-' 
slanliate this, he said ho 
was convinced Hoover de-^ 
termined to silence King\ 
after he- criticized FBI fail-, 
ure " to ' probe .complainto^s 
?oa‘mct law. officers in the ^ 
town bet ween T96I' 

Civil rights leaders made 
these charees when the bug 

“The surveillance was^ 
niassivp and complete/* 
Murtagh said. “He couldn’t 
They had him/* 

He said he once chaK 
lenaed the a«ent conducting 
the surveillance to say 
v’hether it was showing' 
1Kine*s Involvement with ^ 
subversives, the justifica- 
tion for the tap. V 
^ He quoted the agent-as - 


*T would try to 
tJ:‘] llul there w:..;, 

bul. I wouldn’t try to tell ii 
lo vou/V 


Tfrovious accounts of thq ' 
tn;) indicated th^t only Dr. . 
King’s phones a'ndMhat'in 

‘ orftcc of suspect 
s*/'versivT in New Vui’k 

V c c wived, i ioo vr r ' a " ';U- 

rent that this r.;?.n wc.s 
trying to riisusc Dr, .v;ng 
catJ.'^'Cd Robert Kennedy to 
approve the tnp* 

'•''/] cphoncs all 
Vn/cd Slates were tapped* 
Auirtagh said. IVnsbin^trm 
. scurces confirmed that r 131 
su;wcUlancc followed King 
when ho left Atlanta mi 
that his hotel phones were 
lapped. 

After Dr. King won the 
Nobel Pme. Mm/'igh 
clrimcd. the EDI me dr a 
wciPorchcstratcd nUempt 
to undermine the bub- 
sequent banquet. ^ 

An agent and Wasl.m: " 

official visited two 
men and the late K.“'P i 
McGill, editor of in: .M- 
lanla Constitution, trying to 
persuade them not lo at- 
tend. 


Tne next day another ^ 
a,';cnt told Murtagh. ‘T 
guess McGill will be taking 
care of K:ng,“ but the edi- ^ 
lor :madc no attack. 

Circur-“ 'Ccs pnadr it 
impossible to corrob-rote 
Ihci story, ''*«: * Zwrsnr ^ 
t e f s 0 n , r forn'.er Con- ■ 
stilution cdi:or. recalled a ' 
parallel. 

H c said agents once 
asked him whether, in view 
of the paper’s support for 
Dr. King, he should report 
‘The k nd of man” he v. a>. 

Tiiey c’r.'ved King was 
holding secret rcnricrvcus 
with W'omcn. 

Patterson said he told ^>c 
agents he didr/t run “a 
key h 0 1 e-p^^Aing news- . 
paper/' 

Murtag^i did net pr.rtirj- 
palc in the King surveil- 
lance except on one occa- 
sion. svhen he mr.nncd the 
listening post in an rnmr- 
gccy. 

♦ ^ » 

' ' * T don’t rra” * tmrv 

why/’ he said. ‘T ciic/' 
be'^ause you watc ' it r‘*n 
and you get to ,t’? 

too mammoth here’s 
nothing you can do/* 

The agent said Ih? bu- 
r c a u atmosphere heiped 
produce the climate tnat 
made Watergate p-ssiblc, 
but the air conditioner must 
have been set a long time 
ago. 

In 1M9 FBI agents tcld 
Alger Hiss’s nUemey they 
had three file drawers 
filled v>*ilh his la pod conver- 
satloms. 

• tk 

Thev told him that quite 
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Wpy they spied on Dr. King 

THE SURFACING OF ALL MANNER of decay as a 
result of Waierpte has brought up new facts.^bout the 
esDionaee of which the late Dr. Martin Luther King was a 


espionage of which the late Dr. Martin Lutjier King was a 
victim. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation surveillance of Dr. 
King was initialed by the late, unspeakable J. Edgar Hoov- 
er. The FBI sought to gag Dr. King s denunciation of the 
FBI’s affinity with the .Albany. Georgia, policemen who 


had violated the civil rights of Blacks in 1961-1963. 


The espionage against Dr. King was part of the of- 
fensive against the Black liberation, peace, and labor move- 
ments. 

Incitement of murder has been part of it. as witness 
the current disclosures of the role played by an FBI pro- 
vocateur in the dynamiting attributed to the Weathermen 
organization in 1969-1970. 

The federal institutions that persecuted Dr. King are 
the ones which, as Watergate is revealing, made the Viet- 
nam Veterans Against the War one of its targets. 

Copperaiing in these filthy operations have been the 
undercover agencies of city governments. Thus. John 
Caulfield, who allegedly passed the offer, of Presidential 


clemencv for James McCord, 


Watergate operative, was 


trained for a decade as a member of, the. New York City 
Police Department's Bureait.pf^pecialServices. 

The FBI operation against Dr. King was directed by 
J. Edgar Hoover. More important for assessing its signi- 
ficance is that it was approved by the late Robert Kennedy, 
as .Attorney General of the United States. The surveillance 
continued from October 1963 to at least until 1965 and. ac? 
cording to some accounts, until the time of King's assas- 


sination. 


Dr. King was the victim not only of surveillance but of 
a high-powered rifle. He was not only spied on but mur- 
dered. Is there anyone who can assure the people that the 
spying did not set him up for assassination? " : ’ 

Watergate has confirmed that the Federal govern- 
ment has created, as an adjunct of our two-party system, 
a vast web of espionage against the democratic people's | 
forces.' f f ■ 

.The •irielligence” operations directed' against tlje^ ; 
.Arnerican people as uncovered b\l thefervin Coriimirtee ' 
and eWwhere. should be destroyed by Congress, ■ 
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Bolow) 


^ FBI biTto hu 
I Dr, King told 


By WALLACE TURNER 
New York Times Service 


A former FBI agent says that in the 1960s 
le bureau used material gained in an e^c- 
onic surveillance of the Rev» 

utheSih&--Jr.-y^. 2 ri apparent effort ^ 
ndermine the late civil rights leader s sup- 
>rt among his wjiite backers. — -- . -- - 
The former agent also 
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lid that many news* 
permen were urged to 
rite articles disclosing 
limate details of Pr. 
ing’s personal life — 
tails to be supplied by 
le. ^bureau after they 
ore' pick^ up in tele- 
one taps! These taps on 
r. King were said to 
.ve been much more 
idespread than had 
reviously been reported. 

THE former agent, 
rlhur Murtagh, a 51- 
oar-old lawyer now prac- 
cing in Constable, N.Y., 
)ld the New York Times 
I an interview that 
nportant figures in the 
BI even tried to per* 
lade community leaders 
1 Atlanta that they 
hould not attend a ban- 
uet that was held to 
onor Dr. King after he 
.on the Nobel Peace 
’riieinl964. 

The persuasion was said 
0 have included a wam- 
tg that the bureau had 
derogatory information 
bout Dr. King that might 
■venlually emboss 

who attend>*^» 

anouS? . ^ 
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Murtag h retire ^j from 
me Duf&au in SepteBTiJcf 
],971 after 21 years, includ- 
ing 11 years in the Atlanta 
office. His account to The 
Times has been confirmed 
in interviews with various 
independent sources. . 

The fact that^Dr. King's 
telephone was tapped has 
been well-established. It 
was disclosed in 196S 
while Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy campaigned for 
the Democratic presiden- 
tail nomination, . 

After Kennedy’s murder 
in June 1969 his former 
associates said that the 
tap was installed when 
Kennedy, as attorney 

( general, acquiesced in 
1963 to J. Edgar Hoover’s 
repeated demands for au- 
thority to tap. Hoover had 
argued that Dr. King had 
associations with subver- 
sive groups who sought to 
use the civil rights move- 
ment against the best 
interests of the United 
Stdtcs 

IN 1969, the tap on Dr. 
King was further de- 
scribed briefly in court 
hearings involving the 
draft violation conviction 
of Muhammad Ali, then 
the world heavyweight 
boxing champion. 

These brief glimpses 
- v .mede It clear that the tap 
was instituted in October 
1963, and was continued at 
least into 1965. There 
were suggestions that it 
lasted untU 1968, when Dr. 

( King was assassinated. 
The bureau has never 
given any information 
dbbuiuiO tap. ^ 
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\B.I. Taps Called Plan 

—— 3 / — - - 

Mpispredit Dr. Kin& 


-35! ALLACE TURNER * 


I A former agent of the Fed- 
Ural Bureau of Investigation 
says that in the ninteen-sixties 
j the bureau used material gained 
in an electronic surveillance of 
Jlie Rev. Dr. Martin Luther [ 

/ yting Jn in aiTTippwnr'OTOTt 
^ to unHermine the late civil) 

: rights leader’s support among 
I his white backers. 

The former agent also said, 
that many newspapermen were 
\ urged to write articles disclos- 
ing intimate details of 'Dr. 

, King’s personal life — details to 
be supplied by the bureau after 
they were picked up in the 
telephone .taps. Three taps on 
Dr. King were said to have 
been much more widespread 
than had previously been re- 
ported. 

The former agent. Arthur 
Murtagh. a 51 -year-old lawyer 
now . practicing in Constable, 
NX, . told The New Yorkj 
Times in an interview that im- 
jportant figures in -the F.B.l. 
^even tried to persuade oom- 
i munlty leaders in Atlanta that 
' they should not attend a ban- 
. quet that was held to honor Dr. 
i King after he won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1964. The persu- 
asion was said to have include 
a warning that the bureau had 
derogatory Information about. 
Dr. king that might eevntually 
embarrass those who attended 
the banquet' 

’ Tap Dlsdosed |n 1968 
^ Mr. Murtagh retired from the 
bureau in September, 
ter 21 years of service, includ- 
ing 11 years in the Atlanta of- 
fice, His account to The Times 
has been confirmed in inter- 
views with various independent 

that Dr. King’s tele-! 
phone was tapped has been 
well-establi^ed/ H^Was dis- 
closed in 1968 while Senator 


After Mr. Kennedy was mur -' 
der^ m early June, ms 

former associaics said that the 
i tap was installed when Mr. 
Kennedy, as Attorney General, 
acquiesced in^ 1963 to J, Edgar 
‘ Hoover’s repeated demands for 
authority to tap. Mr. Hoover 
. argued that Dr. King had asso- 
' ciations with subversive groups 
who sought to use the .civil 
rights movement against the 
best interests of the United 
States. ^ , 

In 1969, the tap on Dr. Xingj 
was further described briefly in 
court hearings involving the 
draft violation*^ conviction of 
Muhammad AH, then the world 
heavyweight boxing champion. 

Jhese brief glimp sets made> it! 
cl?ar nrarUie tap was mstituiedl 


"s ought th e authoriy Hp 
rfr ‘King'S phones in order to 
get information to destroy the 
civil rights leader and sUence 
his criticism of the bureau’s 
[alleged failures to investigate 
the complaint of ^ Negro^ 
agSrmrrSriflte law enTuivcuicift 


in October, 1963, ajjd wqs con- 
tid b g irst r^ st into lauD inere 
were suggestions that it lasted 
until 1968, when Dr. King was 
‘assassinated, and the bureau 
has never given any Informa-' 
tion about the tap. \ 

■ *'Martiik.Lulh«V JCing-became 
the No. 1 bureau interest as 
far as the Atlanta office was 
concerned,” Mr. Murtagh said. 
The former agent was a mem- 
ber of the 15-man group as- 
signed to the security squad 
and it was this group thati 
conducted the clectiw.ic sur- 
veillance of Dr. King, Mr. 
'Murtagh said. 

I The fonnef agent, who 
describes himself as one of 
,a half-dozen liberals who sur- 
jvived in the bureau to reach' 
retirement age, said he is noW 
preparing his notes to write a 
book on his experiences. 

Mr. Murtagh said he retired 
from the bureau on the first 
day he was eligible. He was 
very critical of the bureau in^ 
the Interviews, which were) 
held at his home. j 

He said that he could not) 
offer proof, but that he’ 


ofF ig BTS t t r* Albany, 

1961 to 1963. - ■ 

Mr. Murtagh would not name 
agents who took part in the 
surveillance. He said that he 
believed they had been taking 
orders, and that to name them 
now would cause them un- 
deserved embarrassment. He 
said he had not taken part in 
the surveillance because he had 
told the supervisor in charge 
that he believed the tap was 
illegal. 

When asked to explain how 
he could enforce such a refusal 
|in a highly disciplined organ- 
[ization such as the F,b.L* Mr. 
'Murtagh said that he had be- 
come known as a critic of 
some activities, and that his 
work in the Atlanta office was 
valuable to the agents as- 
signed to direct the office, \ 

He was paymaster, and "con- 
trol,” for a network of under^l 
cover informers who were “in 
place” in black organizations 
that were growig in importance 
at that time. He said, for ex-1 
ampler that he was able to' 
learn almost anything he want-' 
ed to know about the opera- 
tion of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, which 
I Dr. King headed, 

Mr. Murtagh said he once 
challenged the agent who ran 
the surveillance to say whether 
^ere was justification for the 
contention that Dr, King was 
involved with subversives — the 
justification for the telephone 
tap. He quoted the agent ts 
replying, “1 would ^try to I ch 
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Uiers that there 1 

vouldn't try to tell it. to you." 

Mr. Murtagh also 4aid that 
he extent of the electronic 
■ irveillance was never well 
fzderst<x?d' outside limited dr- 
ies within the bureau. Hlf “said 
liat it went on for at least 
hree years, and that more than 
;,000 tel^hone conversations 
vere monitored. 

p reviously published accounts 
'f the telephone tap have in- 
iicated that onlv three tel^' 
hones were involved — those in 
)r. King's home, at the South- 
■rn Christian Leadership Con- 
:orence offices in Atlanta, and 
It an office in New York that 
A as used by the person that 
Mr. Htx)ver had argued was a 
ubversiv© attempting to misuse 
^ Dr. King. It was this conAention 
‘hat caused Robert Kennedy to 
approve the telephone tap, 

Mr. Murtagh said thait teie- 
r>hones all over the Unit^ 
States were tapped, and that it 
was not uncommon for the 
Atlanta bureau to discover that 
[it had monitored a call, and that 
Lhe other end of the call had 
,i>een monitored by a differmt 
Mstening post 

■ ‘The surveillance was mas- 
ve and complete,” Mr, Murtagh 
said. “He couldn't wiggl^ They 
ihad him.” 

I Fed Into washingtim 
' ! Sources in Washington con- 

firmed the broad outlines of Mr. 
jMurtagh's description. These 
sources confirmed that when 
br. King left Atlanta, the F.B.L 
' electronic i surveiu&nce w^it' 
with hinit that his 
phones in hotels in other cities 
: were tapped, with reports of 

information derived from these 
laps fed into Washington as 
was the Atlanta data. ' 

In another part of his in^r- 
view. and again in a way that 
avowed the use of names, Mr. 
Murtagh said that after Dr. 
King won the Nobel Peace 
Prize, the bureau made a weli- 
orchestrated attempt to under- 
mine the success of the banquet 
that was held In Dr, Kings 
honor , in Atlanta. 

The former agent said that 
persons who understood his 
critical attitude toward ^e 
bureau's activities in the civil 
rights field told him that an 
agent from the Atlanta office 
and one of the top officials 
from Washington headquarters 
had called" on two religious 
leaders and on the late Ralph 
McGiU, editor of the Atlanta 
Constitution,^ to attempt to per- 
\ suade ihem^not 
4 ‘ “ 

1 . . ■ 


Murt agh again wgidd lyl 


name the^ agent or the head 
quarters official. But he said 
Ithat. the morning after the 
Washington man arrived at the 
Atlanta office, the agent said to 
iMr. Murtagh, “We're going to 
get him today. Hoover is going 
to take care of King today.” 

No Attack by Editor 
Mr, Murtagh said that the 
bureau had agents assigned to 
be the contact men for persons 
such as newspaper editors, and 
tiiAt the man he quoted had 
been the contact for Mr. McGill, 
This agent took the Washing- 
ton man to sea Mr, McGill and 
Ihe next day told Mr. Murtagh. 
“1 guess McGUl will be taking 
care of King.” But the editw 
made no attack on ^<he civil 
rights loader, ‘ ' 

/ While the death of Mr. Me- 
Giil and the refusal of Mr. 
Murtagh to name the agents 
made it impossible to coito- 
borate his story, an interview 
with Eugene Patterson, former 
(editor of The Constitution, 
(produced a recollection that 
E parallels the story told by Mr, 
qMurfcagh, ' ^ 

Mr. Patterson, now president 
and publisher of The St. Peters- 
Jburg (Fla.)) Times, said that 
lin the spring of 1964, he was 
fcahed on by an F.B.L agent, 
Vhom he v/ould not name. 

“You people have been giving 
support to Martsin Luther King,” 
Mr. Patterson qtjot^ the'*agcnt 
las saying, “Don't you owe it I 
:to yoiu readers to tsH them 
what kind of man he is? Our 
information is that while he 
pastures as a great moral leader, 
he is running around with wo- 
men. Dont' you think your read 
ers ou^-t to know this?” 

“I told him we didn‘t run a 
keyhole-pecking newspaper,” 
Mr. Patterson remembered say- 
ing. “I told him that kind of 
thmg had nothing to do with 
the dvil rights movement” 

J . Urged Coverage 

Mr. Patterson said the agent 
told him that Dr. King would 
meet a woman at an airport In 
Florida that weekend, and in- 
sisted that the Constitution 
send a .reporter and irftotogra- 
pher to record the meeting. 

Mr. Patterson refused. Some 
dayg later, the agent returned 
and again insisted that" “he 
newspaper would not print the 
n »wa if w e give It tp 
Mr. Patterson saiCL . 


A. de.y . or ,so later, according 
to Mr. Patterson, the agent 
called and said, “our informa- 
tion is that the meeting is off 
so it's a good thing yon didn't 
send anybody down t here." 

In reflecting on the electronic 
surveillance of Dr, King, Mr, 
Murtagh said, “from ^ the 
things I saw. It appeared to me 
to be a ‘get King* movement in 
the bureau. It was triggered by| 
Hoover's hatred of King as a 
result of Xing's criticism of the 
bureau back In *62 and '63.” 

He also said that he was 
somewhat ashamed as he re- 
Imembered that one Satunlay 
Uight, when the King telephonei 
jtap had been in existence for 
years, he agrped to spend four! 
or five hours manning the \is^\ 
tenlng post when another agent 
had an emergency that took’ 
him off duty. ' 

“I don't really know why T 
agreed to do it,” he said. “I 
guess it is that you go along 
and watch It run and it gets so 
you really believe this is too 
mammoth and there is notlung 
J , could -do, ” ? 



- Un1t»d Prtu InliintHofitl 4 

' The Rev.' Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, leaving J,%dgar : j 
I' jHooveris office after conferring with the FJB.L dfrector ^ 

1 1 i on Dec. 1, 1964, Dr. King had requested the meeting 
3 t - dtirin g a bitter controversy between 
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' Taps Called 
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to Discredit Dr. Kiii^ 


By WALLACE TVRNER 
A former agent of the Fed- 
eral Bureau (rf ’Investigation 
‘ says that in the n inteen-sixties 
the bureau used material gained 
irj an electronic surveillance of 
: the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
Xing Jr. in an apparent effort] 

, to undermine the late civil 
. rights leader's support among 
‘ his white backers. 

The fcrmer agent also said 
. that many nev/spapermen were 
< liTged to write ariicJes disdos-^ 
mg intimate details of Dr. 
" King’s personal life^^-details to 
be supplied by the bureau after 
they were picked up in the 
telephone taps. Three laps on 
Dr. King were said to have; 
been much more widespread 
than bad previously been re- 
ported. , 

The former agent. Arthur! 
Murtagh, a 51 -year-old lawyer 
now practicing in Constable. 
N.Y., told The bTew York 
Times in an interview that im- 
portant figures in the F.BX 
even tried to persuade oom- 
munity leaders in Atlanta that 
they should not attend a ban 
quet that was held to honor Dr. 
King after he won the Noibel 
peace Prize in 1964. Tlie persu 
asion was said to have include 
a warning that the bureau had 
derogatory inforrnation about 
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The Rev. rt' Marti.WT.tw if T> leaving J. Edgar 
Hoover’s office after conferring with the F.B.I. director 
on Dec. 1, 1964. Dr. King had requested the meeting 
during a bitter controversy between the two men. 

In" 1969, the lap on br. Kingj 


was further described briefly in 
court hearings involving the 
draft violation convidtjon of 
Muhammad, then the world 


oerogaiory miormaviuu Muhammad, then the world 

Dr. King that might boxing champion, 

embarrass those wno aicenaeuj brief glimpses made it 

the banquet. i * * — — : — 


Tap Disclosed In 1968 


Mn MurUgh said he reU 
riom the bureau on the firs 
dky he was eligible. He wa 
^ry critical of the bureau ii 
tilie 'interne ws, which were 
held at his home. . ^ 

He said that he could not 


dear tha(,the tap was iT^Ututed^ ^^ge - 
■ . ^ believed completely that 


Mr. Murtagh retired from thelintSctoBerT 1963, and was co^ , 
bureau in September, 1971, af-jtinued at least into 196S. There’ 
ter 21 years ot service, indud-j ^ suggesUons that It lasted 

_• tT AtAanta of-S .. ._rr . vr- I 


i- 


ing II years in the Atlanta of- 
fice. His account to The Times 
has been confirmed in inter- 
views with various independent 

^iS^fact that Dr. King’s tele 
phone was tapped has bew 
C^ll-established. It ws dis- 
closed in 1968 while Senat^ 
Robert F. Kennedy campaigned! 
for the Democratic Presidential 
nomination. 

After Mr. Kennedy was mur 
dered In early June, 1968, ms 
former associates said that the 
tap was installed when Mr. 
Kennedy, as Attorney General, 
acquiesc^ in 1963 to J, Edgar 
Hoover’s repeated demands forj 
authority to tap. Mr, Hoover 
argued that Dr. K'mg had asso- 
ciations with subversive groups 
who sought to use the civil 
rights movement against the 
best interests of die UniUd 
state s r-. , 


suggestions 
until 1968, when Dr. King was 
assassinated, and the bureau 
has never given any Informa- 
tion about the tap. 

‘'Martin Luther King became 
the No, 1 bureau interest as 
for as the Atlanta office was 
concerned/* Mr. Murtagh said 
The former agent was a mem- 
ber of the 15-man group as- 
signed to the security squad 
and it was this group that 
conducted the electronic sur- 
veillance of Dr. King, Mi 
iMurtaghj sakfcv , , 

The ifotaeK. agent, who 
describes nirnsw as one of 
a half-do'^^Hberals who sur- 
vived/Tn""Ci^ bureau to reach 
retiTOT^tlage, said he is now 
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^*lTeved^ completely that Mr, 
Hoover, as , bureau director, 
sought the authority to tap 
nr King’s phones in order to 
get information to destroy Ihe^ 
civil rights leader and silence, 
his criticism of the bureaus! 
alleged failures to investigate^ 
the complaints of Negroes 1 
against white law ^nfor^emept^ 

offiJerrirHlMbany, Ga.» tromi 
1961 to 1963. 

Mr. Murtagh would not name 
agents who took part in the 
.surveillance. He said that he 
(believed they had been taking 
’orders, and that to name them 
^now would cause them un^ 
deserved embarrassment He 
said he had not taken part in 
the surveillance because he had 
told the supervisor in charge, 
that he believed the lap was 
il legal. 
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._!WwTr asked to 
he could enforce such a refusal 
in a highly disciplined organ- 
ization such as the Mr. 

Murtagh said that he had be- 
come known as ^^WMoaritic of 
some activities, and that his 
work in the Atlanta office was 
valuable to ^ihe agents as- 
signed to direct the office. 

He w'as paymaster, and '‘con- 
trol/* for a network of under- 
cover informers who were “in 
place** in black organizations 
that were growig in importance 
at tliat time. lie said, for ex- 
ample, that be was able to 
learn almost anything he want- 
ed to know about the opera- 
tion of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, which 
Pr. King head-'d. 

Mr. Murtagh said he oncci 
challenged the agent who ran 
t!ie surv'eillanco to say whpihei 
j there was justification for the 
Contention that Or. King was 
mvolved with subversives — die 
jjustification for the tclenhone 
He quoted the agent is 
Replying, “I w'ould try to t(\i 

ethers that there was. but. 1 
wouldn’t try to tell it to yoii** 

I Mr. Murtagh also said thk 
^e extent of the electronic 
surveillance was never wnl 
understood outside limited cir- 
cles within the bureau. He said 
that it went on for at least 
three years, and that more than 
6,000 telephone conversations 
were monitored. 

Previously published accounts 
of the telephone tap have in- 
dicated that only three tele- 
phones were involved — those in 
Dr. King’s home, at the South- 
ern Christian Leadership Con- 
ference offices in Atlanta, and 
at an office in New York that 
was used by the person that 
Mr. Hoover had argued was a 
subversive attempting to misuse 
Dr. King. It was this contention 
that caused Robert Kennedy to 
approve the telephone tap. 

Mr. Murtagh said that tele- 
phones all over the United 
States were tapped, and that it 
was not uncommon for tlie 
Atlanta bureau to discover that 
it had monitored a call, and that 
the other end of the call had 
been monitored by a differr-nt 
listening post 

“The surveillance was mas- 
sive and complete/* Mr. Muriagh 
said. “He couldn’t wiggle. They 
had him/* 

Fed Into Washington 

Sources in Washington conJ 
firmed the broad outlines of Mr., 
Murtagh’s description. These, 
sources confirmed that when 
Dr. King left Atlanta, the F.B.I, 
electronic surveillance went 
with him, and that his tele- 
phones in hotels in other cities 
were tapped, with reports of 
information derived from these 
tap ^ fed in to Washington as 
was ^ie AO unta data . 



In another part of his inter- 

! iew, and again in a way that 
voided the use of names, Mr. 
Turtagh said that after Dr, 
:ing won the Nobel Peace 
Prize, tha bureau made a well- 
orchestrated attempt to under- 
mine the success of the banquet 
that was held in Dr, King’s 
honor in Atlanta. 

The former agent said that 
persons who understood his 
rritical altitude toward the 
bureau's activities in the civil 
rights field told him that an 
agent from the Atlanta office 
and one of the lop officials 
from Washington headquarters 
had called on two religious 
leaders and on the late Ralph 
McGill, editor of the Atlanta 
Constitution, to attempt to per- 
suade them not to attend the 
banque(, 

Mr. Murtagh again would not 
name the agent or the hcad- 
jquarters official. But he said 
'that, the morning after the 
Washington man arrived at the 
Atlanta oftice, the agent said to 
Mr. Murtagh; “We’re going to, 
!gci him today. Hoover is going 
♦o take care of King today.** 

I No Attack by Editor 
I Mr. Muitagli said that the 
H’-ueau had agents assigned to 
be the contact men for persons 
such as newspaper editors, and 
that the man he quoted had 
been the contact for Mr. McGill, 
This agent took the Washing- 
ton man to see Mr. McGill and 
the next day told Mr. Murtagh, 
“I guess McGill will be taking 
care of. King.” But the editor 
made no attack on the civU 
rights leader. 

While the death of Mr. Mc- 
Gill and the refusal of Mr. 
Murtagh to name the agents 
made it impossible to corro- 
borate his story, an interview 
with Eugene Patterson, former 
editor of The Constitution, 
produced a recollection that 
parallels the story told by Mr. 
Murtagh. 

Mr. Patterson, now president 
and publisher of The St. Peters- 
burg (Fla.)) Times, said that 
in the spring of 1964, he was 
called on by an F,B.I. agent, 
whom he would not name. 

“You peopie have been giving 
support 10 Martin Luther King,** 
Mr. Paurrson qnoiod the agent 
as saying. ‘’Don't you owe it 
to your renders to tell Uicm 
what kind of man he is? Our 
information is that while he 
postures as a great moral leader, 
he is running around with wo- 
men. Dont* you think your read- 
ers ought to know this?” 

“I told him we didn’t run a 
keyhole-peeking newspaper.” 
Mr, p»Uftrson rerpembered say- 
ing. ”1 told him that kind of 
thing had nothing to do with 
th^ civil rights 


I — Ufjed Coverage 

Mr. Patterson said the agent 
told him that Dr. King would 
meet a woman at an airport in 
Florida that weekend, and in- 
sisted that the Constitution 
send a reporter and photogra- 
pher to record the meeting. 

Mr. Patterson refused. Some 
days later, the agent returned 
and again insisted that “he 
newspaper would not print the 
news if we give it to you/* 
Mr, Patterson said. 

A day or sO later, according 
to Mr. Patterson, the agent 
called and said, “our informa- 
tion is that the meeting is off 
so it’s a good thing you didn*t 
send anybody down t here.’* 

I In reflecting on the electronic 
surveillance of Dr. King, Mr. 
Murtagh said, “from all the 
things I saw. U appeared to me 
to be a ’get King* movement in 
the bureau. It was triggered by 
Hoover’s hatred of King as a 
result of King’s criticism of the 
bureau back in *62 and ’63,’* 

He also said that he was 
somewhat ashamed as he re- 
membered that one Saturday 
night, when the King telephone 
tap had been in existence for 
years, he agreed to spend four 
or five hours manning the lis- 
tening post when another agent 
had an emergency that took 
off duty. 

ri don’t really know why I 
ayced to do it,** he said. “I 
gilc.ss it is that you go along* 
and watch it run and it gets sol 
you really believe this is too I 
mammoth and therej^othing ' 
V could do.** 
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Dedicate King Pavilioji 




NEWS photos bv Garrelt 


Mr. and Mrs. I^Iartiii 
I Alt her King Sr. <“ enter 
auditorium at Harlcyt Hos- 
pital’s MmlitUdlth-f'-h’""' 

I’avilion before dedic.ation. 
The new 18 -story building 
\va.s dedicated yesterday 
in ceremony briefly dis- 
rupted by six dcmon.stra- 
tors. Five of the protes- 
ters were led from audi- 
torium by police, but the 
s i X t black militant 

C li a r 1 c^.iJenyaUa. was 

carried mit.'^ Dcmmist ra- 
ters want hospital wing 
dedicated to pioneer black 

surgeon, Ih'. I^yili.? . )• 

Wright. 
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JSC S’iiiidciils Hear 
High' SCLC Official 


In celebration ol .tbc b'Clh of 
Marlin Liithcf Jr., the 
stilulc for the Study of His- 
'l y, Life, and Oilturc of Black 
r.>plo «at Jcickson Stale Collette 
dl present its annual Winter 
iivoo^lion on Friday, Jan, iri, 

;\ at 10 a. ni. in Dansby Hall 
iditorium. * 

T)ie iipeaker for this event is 
le Kev. Andrew J. Young, vice 
esident of the Southern Cfaris- 
an Leadership Conference in 
ilnnta. His subject is '‘Martin 
jlher Kmg, Jr. and the Black 
-volulionJ' 

The public is invited to the 
ogram. No admission will be J 
.arged. ^ 

The Rev. Young n-as born in ^ 
'•’w Orleans, La. He attended < 
.Jard Unlver.Vity there in|; 
W-48 and graduated fromlj 
'.ward University in Washing-: 
rn, D. C. with a Bachelor of.j 
•:icnce Degree in 15M. In 1055:, 
•> obtained a Bachelor of Di- ^ 
. inity Degree at Hartford Thco- ' 
’ .glcal Seminary in Connecli-v 
■+ 

He is a prominent civil rig^ats ' 
'rider who has served as ex- 
cut ivc assistant and close ad- 
^ '.scr to Dr. Martin Luther 
Kbig, Jr. and Dr. Ralph Abcr- 
nr.thy in the Southern Christian 
iTOgranis, including vat^'r regis- 
tration and ^ducat'nn. 

leadership Conference Since 
:<"51 when he joined SCLC, the 
'lev. Young has pirticinatcd in 
.he highes-t plannTTig'aud ^vtrate- 
: y councils for every majoj 
American movement for hum?4 
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rights and po^'^o Tn J.0S4, Dr. ^ 
King appointed Young Execu- 
tive Director of SCLC. and since i 
then he has functioned n$ a ton h 
. aide to the SCLC President and |> 
las director of all staff and a | 
Isupcn'isor of all programs. 

He has also been instrumental ' 
‘in developing other SCLC 

; “Operation Breadbasket/' the 
Minisfers Leadership ^^Training 
Program, housing for' the poor. 


youth activities, ixnu organizing 
the working poor. 

In February, 1968, Young was 
elected Executive Vice Pres- 
ident by the SCLC Coard of. 
Directors. 

The speaker is widely rccog-^ 

I nized as an articulate advocate 
I of non-violent social change and 
a creator of ideas and programs 
for achienng that change. He 
has written and spoken exten- 
sively on national and interna- 
tiorai affairs and he is current- 
ly involved in an analysis of 
both the history of the civil 
righ *5 movement and the 
related problems of racism, 
economic exploitation, war, and 
colonialism, 

I He is Chairman of the Board 
vf the Delta Ministry of Missis- 
and a board member of 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Memorial Center, the Robert F. 
Kennedy Mcmoriol Foundation, 
the Urban Training Center, the 
Cemmittee for a SAXE Nuclear 
Policy, the National Social Wel- 
fare Assembly, ^and a number of 
other "religious' and human 
rights groups. 
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'"'"VaSH1NST0N-^“hUGE^C^^^^ ^^^BlRTHDArorTHE 

LATE"MlN^ UTHmWc'DECLAK^^ 

R-N.Y*. TOLD A NEVS CONFERENCE CALLED FOR 

Tijr^rAi^rnN THAT Kli^^ fEA^ERSHIP IN CIVIL RIGHTS SHOWED "AN 

mlTATION AND SKILL- COMPM THAT OF GREAT MEN ALREADY 

”*2g|oRGE VASKINCTO and ABE LINCOLN MAY HELL BE JOINED BY MARTIN 

‘■“’^KING^^SLlilN'’BY^W ASSASSIN IN 1S||> JPJ,SS‘-L®|]f8F2iP£lF^^ 
FOH"THIl"cAiE^"KIS^IDoS!"MRs! COreTTA’-SCOTT^KiNG^ S mI,*- " 

Twr prv uaLph d« abern^thy^ who succeeded king as head of the 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP ^SEf^J^^CE, SAID HE 

PETITIONS TO CONGRESS BEARING MORE THAN 1 MILLION SIGNATURES NEXT 

JAN. 15, 


OUT^iJf^ibiE^UDlciAR/cSMMITTCE'^lNOUNK 
TOE MEASURE IN THE NEXT SESSION OF CONGRESS. 
RS430FES12-17 
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/•uTr Irn^^^vRT niRCTTOR J EDGAR HOOVER SHOULD BE SUSPENDED FOR 

TRYlSJ TO°:CT?TCSm-"THE-’LAIE LUTHER_KING..JR., ™E REV. 

J^SSE L. JACJ^ON SAYS. BREADBASKET OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIN 

^VT^'^RfcHTl DIVISION- fpAN^ or JURISTS AND LAWMAKERS! 

lEMlNENT CIVIL RIGHTS tEADERSj AND A GROUP OF BLACK AND LHITE 

HE DID NOT KNOW ABOUT A MEETING BETWEEN KING AND 

HOOVER^AND "EVnrN IF IT WAS J ac^NOT^ONF^OF^SEXU^ PROWESS 

KING’S CONTRIBUTION TO HIS PEOPLE WAS NOT ONE OF SEXUAL HKUWLbb 

BUT ONE OF COMMITMENT TO LIBERATION.* tpt TY IN A PLOT 

lDrs^fNfD°%'EslE5cVT0''-WHITiMAl^J\fF0RSE^U^ 

INT^^oftf DR. KInSTo AS io PRM^ HIM FROM 
CARRYING OUT HIS CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVITIES. 

ATI AMTfl THE VTDOW AND THREE FORMER TOP AIDES OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 
^rruIrS ?5r?S^TORS OP HME MAGAZINE OP PRINTING -GOSSIP AND 
SNufNDO-"ABoSrKING-S ALUGED EXTRAMAR^AL SEX LIPE^ ^ 

A MArAMRED''AND‘^LOTED^BY MILLIONS, BLACK AND m 

STATEMENT ISSUED THROUGH THE OFFICES OF THE SOUTHERN LHRibUfti^ 

i LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, STOOPING TO SENSATIONALISM THROUGH 

^TrT^nN®AND IRRESPONSiBILm SUGGEST THAT TIME REREAD ITS OWN 

STORY ON DR. KING’S IMMORTAL CONTRIBUTION, PUBLISHED WHEN HE 

^^^Sr'IuRTHEVsUGGL^TO^Pn THAT BEFORE THEY PRINT 

GOS^Ip/aN? INNUENDO^ THEY MIGHT CHECK WITH THOSE PRESENT FOR THE _ 

cTATrMTNT VA^ SIGNED BY THE REV* RALPH D* ABERNATHY^ 1 

IkInI-S iSc«S*oJ AS^REjfDENT^P m SCLC JXId""tSsy""“”” < 

1 S^%rEisNTD5l^[NG’'frDs\"fel^rNj“?X-wrHI^NS^§N^&EEN KING AND: , 

\ FBI DIRECTOR HOOVER, ^ ' • ^ 

8/11--M3103 0AED NOT KECORDED ' _ 

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SEMVICL^QI .. 

iS9SEPlU975 , : ,, _tU_^ 
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’'•FVVVAUT' r> '''“'^UP'WIAP / , 

l”^y genera], chaJJinied^? ^-S. attor- 

about riimorg that tapes from ^ reveal the truth 

Martin Luthei%inX^),‘^fT''^® 

o^j aiiizie in the curreni: ^ 

said: 5 magiSi^Qark 


this iB tfue.^ Their^gwemm^if 
such acts 

terribly 


if •'"'T'rt-’od 

of o make such use 

Z ^'"•'•^plitwus inv,isioM S 

'•Xi.ts iis Own ftbusc.” 


piSjM*''’c^?i'a“ ^'■“''^te law 
••(h 1 eaUod wiretapping: 

the act Of *„ incipient 

“fton is -g^dcd bv 


•‘Xlio risk of leaks, blacklist* 
** ^*teSely 

'I'kli. C lark said. “Eavesdrotf i 
Pmg bring, out the wST ' 
h'lmaii nature. 1 

J w'Ould tan I 

the pliones «nd bug tlio hole^ f 

“ I "0 need to knoxv about 
he des,rabOiiy of those pi^c- 
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“A lead of black America 
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ilntin Lutlief Kins Dav? 


; - RcprintedJrom MANCHESTER (H.H.) UNION 

O It Is n^cworthy that while 
• 1 In the vcry-^ct of callingfor the 


LEADER o' l/19;7i — 


netahNchm dint 


fhp ?nrp Mat- 


tin Luther .km^'s birthday as a 
national holiday, his erstwhile 
successor as head of tlte 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, Rev. Ralph David 
Abernathy, gave a revealing in- 
sight into his own tastes in 
» black leaders, praising Angela 
Davis, accused of complicity in 
murder, and the racist Black 
Panthers^ 

^ When confronted with such 
^ blatant demagoguery, it seems 
to us that it is wrong not to 
speak out in protest. While we 
would prefer to speak only good 
^ioi the dead, and while we recog- 
.inize that there is much sin- 
cerity behind many of the en- 
‘ comiums being heaped on Dr* 
King's memory, it is impera- 
tive that the American people 
retain perspective on this man. 
We simply cannot stand Idly by 
and allow the truth to be 
burled. 

Therefore, it Is important 


that the Ainericau people look 
at '*the other side'* of Martin 


\ at "the other side” of^Martin 'j 
Luther King, with the*'und'er- c-J » 
standing that no man is totally •> 

V good or totally evil. V 

While Dr. King spoke and j 
'.wrote pious words about \ 
"brotherhood,” the record will 
I show that; ' 

^ --His words often created * 
■■ the restlessness and discontent 

■ J J ^ ^ 

wnicn uvuxL ueiiiu^u^ucs uo^u 
f to stir blacks to rioting, looting - 
!, and murder. ! 

i — That Dr. King’s calls for I 

! "freedom” for blacks must be 
t' measured against his often j 
j demonstrated"^ lack of concern 
. for the freedom of non-Com- ’ 
munlst Vietnamese, Congolese, 
Cubans, Tibetans and other vie- • 

' tlms of Communist enslave- ( 


j —That he openly associated J 
t with such Identified Com- \ 
c miintAtfi aa .rack O'Dell, hls « 


u munlsts as Tack O’Dell, hls « 
aide, and participated inYaiKe*** 


l.i’3 \\\ \ 


imm' ‘ 


' . If.. 


iiC wuo«k.*\-» 


^\JM I A X V>^ M W « 


of what'he called "our Irrational 
•obsession with antl-Commu- 
nlsm,” while In the same breath 
he openly praised known Com- 
munist s- 

— That he Ignored the vigor- 
ous protests of such Negro civil 
rights leaders as Whitney Young 
and Roy Wilkins and insisted on 
tying the civil rights movement 


♦j-v nf thj^ Vipf 


— That he permitted hls as- 
sistants to organize pro-Viet 
Cong demonstrations at yvhlch 
he himself spoke -- and where 
the American flag was 
burned — causing L>r. Alfred 
Jarretie, author of "The Negro 
In Politics,” to write that King 
"has been used as a tool of the 
Communist Party in several 

tncf an/'^Q . " 


—That despite hls concen- 
tration on "rights,^’ he marched 
into Chicago and took over one 
landlord's property and used it 
for rent collection — without 
the owner's permission* 

—That he openly sought to 
provoke violence by whites, 
I telling the NEW YORK TIMES 
; that hls particular brand of 
: **nbn- violence*’ was designed to 
^ ''bring to the surface '* th_e 
»»-VTOlehce of white America. 
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--T,hat he used .hi,? 

.’iiiiirfi r~ try to blackmail 

. Congebss into passing legisla- 
tion tSat he wanted, and threat- 
ened ihat if he didn’t get it — 

"I th|ik the riots this summer 
(1968)j will be worse than last 

summer-r^Talk of guerrilla war- 
ffare can Increase and even be-- 
I'come a reality.” 

* — Xhat he vilified America 
as “The greatest purveyor of 

V violence in the world today.” 
*'(1967) 

]. --That he preached “peace ’ 

' while backing a resolution cal- 
^ ling on the United Nations to 
' wage military aggression 
t against Rhodesia, 
y. —That (in 1967) this ad- 
I • vocate of "love” compared U.S. 

military methods with those of 
jr the Nazis testing new methods 
“ and drugs in the concentration 
; camps of Europe, and gave 
. demagogic speeches accusing 

* American CIs of killing inno- 
cent civilians in Vietnam, 

^“mostly children,” degrading 
: children as they beg for food, 
raping young girls, and turn- 

V Ing their mothers into prosti- 

V tutes. 

I — That he spoke of “equal. , 

, rights” while he was willing to 
work for preferential treatment 
in which the Justice Department , 

' - hushed up a stolen car incident 

- involving one of his top ^ 

: attaches, Hosea Williams. 

--That he spoke for the ad- 
’ mission of Red China to the UN 
• and linked the question to civil 
. rights. 

— That this “great human!- . 
tarian” opposed aid to the Con- 
go at a time when savages were 
slaughtering hundreds of Pro- 
testant missionaries and Cath- 
■ ollc priests and nuns. 

I --That when he received the 
Nobel Peace Prize In Stock- 
holm in 1964, he used theocca- 
' sion to deliver a vicious tirade 
against the United States. 

— That, in that very same 
j year, the “saintly* Dr. King 
' condoned malicious attacks on 
» Barry Goldwater, who was . 
f^sely^Jabeled as a Wgot , 
brack exudmists. 


_ --.1 hat he literally .anadpfi, 
|FBI Director J. Edgar lloovcr 
into calling him “the most no- 
torious liar in the country,” 
then used the statement as the 
basis of an abortive “get 
i Hoover” campaign in which he 
suggested that Hoover was suf- , 
I ferlng from senility. 

• —That, in 1964, when a 
, much-decorated New York 

, policeman. Lieutenant Cllllgan, / 
shot in self defense and killed a * 

■ Negro who had attacked him J 
, with a knife, Dr. King, that 
1 staunch advocate of “Justice,** 
publicly charged -- before the [ 

• facts were in — that Gilligan, ' 

’ subsequently acquitted, was ’■ 

I guilty of “murder.'* 

Honor Dr. King with a , 

• national holiday? Shades of 

{ George Orwell's “1984” I ' 

f (EDITOR’S NOTE; Reprints 
t of this article from the MAN- ‘ 

^ CHESTER (N. H.) UNION 
I LEADER are available. Prices, 

} postage prepaid: 25 for $1.00; 

. 100 for $3.50; 50 for $15.00. 

, Order from THE INDEPEN- 
DENT AMERICAN, P.O. Box 
: . 42^3, New Orleans, La. JOUR), 
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■ V ' ■■ liy HENRY ALLEN Vt!'"'';'-' ' 

■ \^ An official of Rev. Ralph Abernathy’s i^uthern Christian I 

' j tVinf if Conffre.s.s fails this year to make Jan. 

close down the country” on Jan 


leadership Confer;q J 
15 Martin Tiiitharl Ar. 

15, 1971. vv— r 




'prejadcnt oi the^aniiwtion that 
Kinjr headed before his assassma- . 
— j tion. joined with , 


3 ^ group oil 
% t)lack leaders in 
f m Harlem, includ- 

^ State Sen. 

, V Basil Paterson, 

T \ to call on both 

Congress and 
New York State 
' to make King^ ; 

. A spokesman! 

^ group, 

; Rev. Marlii^^lcnown as the 
i' Luther King y’^tiz.&ns 
mittee.Xor a Martin tuiher 

HolMil^^said' that" memorial ac- 

ttvin?r New York tk>» Jf«- 
15 -would include a rally at the t 
1 Central Park band ahell in the i 
laftci-noon *nd a one-hour pw- 
diiction at Harlem's Apollo the- 

ater in the evening. > w 

'TTtrfliA schools in'-iije 


I osed iii obse A*au vi*" 

the day. V , . , 

Howard^ennstt. 
o rdmalortr Egripoup, Mid about 
three inillion signatures have been 
gathered on petitions "ound tl« 

! country in support of the pro- 
posed national holiday. \ 

Bills in both Congress and the ^ 
[ i Le gislature have yet to Jbe acted 
I \upon. .1 ^ " ' 1 

Xx U .Patersdn. called the bills _|^esscj[>^ 
' health of thVs-narnmT^ 
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for Dr. King? 


A • ■ 

NEW group which calls itself the 


>^'as_hinglon Kmg_Holiday CommitUe is 
planning a'^^peacefuTbut forceful” mule 


train march on the Capitol on Jan. 15 to ; 
.^tition for that day to be made a na-! 

tional hol^y to honor the birth of Mar -i 
’ tin LutherKing Jr. ' ’ ' 1 


Previously, there had been considera- 
ble sentiment for making the date of his 
martyrdom a national holiday. So this is ' 
a welcome turn. Whatever one’s feel- 
ings about honoring heroes, it is more in ! 
the Western tradition to celebrate their j 
births than to stir up~oId wounds and! 
rancors by dwelling on their deaths. ' \ 

What saddens us about the plans for i 
next month’s march is that it is sup-] 
posed to be led by Dr. King's widow, i 
Coretta. Somehow to put her in the fore- i 
front of those asking for a King’s Birth- : 
day holiday seems to us to be in dubious 1 
taste. It uses4ie5^.J>adly and weakens the i 
cause. ' ' v; > . - . ’ 


We are stirred whenever Mrs. King .■ 
speaks out for her people and the poor ' 
— for better bouses, better schools, bet- - 
ter jobs and better breaks — but the 
formal < sanctification of her husband 
would be better left to someone else. i 
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By Paul Galloway 


a staff element of the Army’s highest in- 
telligence unit under the assistant chief of 
staff for Intelligence, 1 

In addition to his section, the detachment 4- 


Army intelligence agents followed digni- , I' .. .. 

tarics at the ftneral of Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. in Atlanta In 19G8ri-fo7Hier“ln. ® T ® r? 
tenfece agent disclosed THu sday. Nonh V.r^n.a CommunUy 

niur, . .. j .• near W^ashlngton, D.C. — contained a * rJght- 

Ralph Stein. 27. who co-ordinated domestic ^ ..facial desk." Stein said. 

Intelligence information on civilians for the lives in Flushing. N.Y., and 

Army from July, 1967, to October. 1968, said .,,p„dc the New School for Social Research In 


agents from the lllfh Military Intelligence York City, said Intelligence operations 
Group, stationed in Atlanta, were assigned to .^vere divided into the "actual physical sur- 
gather information on prominent figures who yeillance” of persons and groups and the 
paid their respects to the slain civU rights c„nipilalion of reports on these Individuals 


leader. 

Those attending the rites for Dr. Kfpg. as- 
sassinated April 4, 1D6S, in Memphis, Included 
U£. senators, governors and lea^ng civil 
rfchts and anti-war advocates. f 


and organizations. 

Stein declined to comment **for legal rea- 
sons” or whether the Army used wireiapgor 
other forms of electronic surveillance, 
^"Thejdata banks are still being main- 


Files kept on thousands ^ ^ 

talncd,” StGiQ said Ih a tclephonc interview. 

s . #.| / t ‘ 1 **The Army has destroyed some of the files 

volununous files not only on Proniment per- J 

sons but on tens of housands of 

never made headlines and * who attended 

4 1.J...UI b, oo. t c<«. Z 

Stein gave examples of methods used by ^ ^ 

military undercover operatives In gathering, 'tusinesso s^"E P 


compiling and exchanging information on ci- 
vilians. 


Some reports missing? 

Stein said that during his period on the left- 


He told of index cards he has on students ^'"8 ocsk. ms unu pup,.s..uu u ^ 
nnd faculty members from a Wisconsin col- “ns and organizations who opposed certain 

lege campus collected by ^ an Army in- pTcSri^Sua.ly updated and cV 
leHlgcnce unit in that area. Stein refused loose-leaf file called 'The Con- 

identify the college. , _ , I pendium/* was distributed to intelligence o fi- 

Evidence going to Ervin ! ^ 

^*On a card, for example, will be the name 

of a professor and a date on which he Is re- ^*The Army later decided to withdraw these 
ported to have said something like T think reports and destroy them, but I have been 
America is wrong in being in Vietnam.* ** fold by sources in the Army that a certain 
He also has in his possession, he said, pho- number can’t be accounted for/* he conlin- 
tographs identifying students at (he Univer-ued. 

»iiy of Minnesota campus In Minneapolis who sic]n said it is common practice for Army 
look|part In an anti-war demonstration. ^ Intelligence officers to meet informally with 
Tlvi photos arc stamped _a^ being taken by intelligence operatives from the Federal Bu* 
the ijchool’s campus police and were turned Investigation, local police and other 
over to on Army intelligence unit ^ j service branches to exchange Information, 
area, Stein said. 1 

Stein said he was turning the nia^Ials , rcssur y ^ 

over to the Senate subcommittee by Y-« cveryj:ity wher^ei^ 

Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. (b-N.C.), wm teUigonCe unit the commands 

in>(l.stlgalcjlic/nnitpry Wif ‘ ^reiulk^-delimlUtion lunch^nj^^ his ^iiv- 

For four^tkjpiiJdniTiL*^^^^ »l4n cobnterearts^ with the 

duly, Stein supervised the **ieft-whig Tlesk’* 

fooithe Counterintelligeoce Analysis Branchy / 
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Air Force and Navy if they have units Vi the 
arqa. Tlicsc become a forum for cxchanije of 
information/* Stein said. 

Air Force nnd Navy have not been as 
iirciiUy involved in JnW Hi ^u icc activities, he 
said, chiefly because of manpower 
tions. ^ 

It was because ^ (he Army’s ample man- 
l^owcr that it \vas|prcssurcd by the FBI to 
continue its civiliah surveillance operations, 
he added. ' « 


‘*A lot of this Is not going on anymore,** 
said Stein, who is conducting an independent 
study of Army intelligence activities. **The top 
Ar^y lenders and civilian Pentagon officials 
ar^ trying to stop it, but they arc not being 
toil all the truth. Jordan (Robert E. Jordin 
III^ Army general counsel) has been glv< n 
half-truths and evasive answers/* , 
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MfsTlCoretlaKing 



Foundation and tho cui» 
clnnati-SCLC. Tickets may. 
l>e obtained at Mt Zion 
Baptist Church,. 325 ' 
Wayne Ave., Lcx-'KitUiu, jma 
^^t the door Saturd^night. , 


- ' A SPECIAL benefit pet- 
: /ionnaar^e of Mrs, jCpretta 

■'JscotpClng’^ unique "Free- 
i dom Concert” will be pre- 
sented at 7:30 p.m. Saturday 
! in the Convention -Exhi- 
bition Center. The sponsor- 
■> ' Ing organization Is the Cln- 
■' ■ cinnaU chapter of the 
‘ Southern Christian , Leader- 
' ship Conference, founded 
by Mrs. King’s late nusband 
r Dri Martin Luther /King Jr. 

Conceived, written, nar-- 
i rated and sung by Mrs. 
King, the concert Is her own 


moving story of "the free- ^ 
dom movement from 
Montgomery to Memphis." | 

In It she describes and In- 
terprets that movement and 
the experiences she shw^ - 
vrtth her husband for 13 . 
years to his assassination In j 

Memphis, Term., in 1968. \\ 

Mrs. King, a 
graduated from the NW 
England / conservatory of ; 
Music. OTe will be accom-;: , 
oanled A the piano by BUS- . ^ 
sell ^yS^e ot ChattA- 

*^°p^eds will ga t,nJt.he- 
Martin Lut^r _ King _ Jn 
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1 A mlt of the Martin. Luthc?i)^in g Jr. Mernqrisi,Qenter id ... 
itlanta" has sepaf ^re'd li^W TITJ'fjteht^amza^^ ^ 

lophical split on how black people c^n best adueve self^eter. ' ( 

mination. , ■ . i 't 

The InsUtule of the Black World, a research center of 

black history and culture headed by Wstorian 
.Harding, became a separate enUty, dissolving offictenles^iln 
Ihe^CK Memorial Center on Sept. 1. 

\ A joint statement by Dr, Harding an d Pr. Jujiu sBcott. ex- - 
ccutive director of the memon.al,center* terms ihes^aration a 
mutual decision. 

as a unit of the Kii^Trafflnbrial^tenasr^^ 

shops and seminars for scholars from the nearby Atlanta Uni- 
versity Center and around the nation on the black expCTience. 


By BILL MON^OMERY 
e Martin Lulhc?-King Jr. M 


'Experimentar in Beginning" 


Officially, the relationship T>etwe€n the institute and the ; 
rnemorial center was terined ‘^experimentar* frorn the begin-, . 
ning. The public statement of the separation declares as a re-;\ 
suit of acoumlated experience it became clear to bo^ the cen- :r- 
ter and the institute that their interest and potential would be, ; 
maximized by the IBW becoming a fully autononwus and inde-^ ; 

Of separaUon was given as ' 
Sopt. 1, a corporation charter filed with Secretary of Slate Ben 
Korlson for the InsUtule of llio Block World 1* dated In Juno. 

Dr. Harding was appointed the first executive director of - 

... t lA /VVTOf*- 


X » >. Uic memorial center when It was established last year, over- 

\ iV^ seeing both the Institute of the Black World and the Library 

nJlV Documehtaiion Project of Dr. King’s civil ri^ls movement ^ 

(\i InSr Makeup early last month, Dr. Harding moved to full- 

\ U - - tiwWtf^ction of the IBW. and was succeeded by Dr. Scott, a 

f "2 ^/ycducator, as over-all head of the centex’s operatio^;,; . 

VV'' ■ _ 

'**v' '.<1 ... ^ ^ ^ A ^ ^ ^ W ^ ^ V ^ 


Docum 

In" 


lll2>UUil.U Vi UIXS xJSCivfv — -V 

Project of Dr. King^s civil rights movement _ 
jup early last montii, Dr. Harding moved to full- 


- ection of the IBW. and was succeeded by Dr. bcotl, a 

*2 v|y /^ducator, as over-all head of the center's operation, 
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Split^a Surprise top Center 


/M Neither Dr. Har«ding, Dr. Scott, nor Corgllj^^ 
N^Vsi widow of the slain civil rights leader and president oi ine 
'MLK Memorial Center, would speak in detail of past relation- 
I chips' between tlie IBW and its parent unit. But several sources 
say the split was initiated by the IBW and was a surprise to 1 
officials of the center. In interviews with the Atlanta Journal- i 
ConsUtuUoD, Mrs. King and Dr. Harding outlined philosophies I 
divergent in several ways, though aimed at the same goal of • 
black people controlling their own destinies. 

Mrs. King sees the memorial center as a monument to her 
husband, a “place for developiftg-ESw^alegies for the proc-‘ 




(Indicate 

newspapi 


// r /i 


page, name 
>r, city and 


ol 

atateO 


■ ess of social change which will reflect Martin’s thinking and 
I spirit.'* '• 

: ‘ She sees the center as closely tied to the spirit and strate- 
1 giis of Dr. King's non-violent movement, cooperation with ' 

1 ’ whites, and very much a part of the American experience. 

Turbulent History Probed 

The institute, established to seek answers from turbulent j 
history about where the Negro race is going, has a different ! 
perspective, 

.* ‘*0n basic grounds we see ourselves as tied very much to 1 
; Africap” says Dr, Harding, whose office in the frame house on . 
Beckwith Street near the Atlanta University (Center contains 
artifacts and literature on the black continent. 

“If we are to have any spiritual integrity* our basis has to 
be African, but we must recognize the dynamics of the expert 
. ence of being enslaved and carried to another continent. Many 
aspects of our life in the Western Hemisphere have to be 
' * taken into consideration. We can’t ignore what has happened \ 
to us here/’ ^ \ ^ 

Not Wed to King '^Philosophy 

While paying tribute to Martin Luther King and recogniz* 

. Ing his role in history, Dr. Harding and his colleagues at the 
IBW are not wedded to King’s strategies and concepts. 

**We don’t see ourselves tied to any one particular philoso* 
phy,” said Dr. Harding. “One of the basic tasks is to develop a 
philosophy toward the liberation of black people, a philosophy, 
that would not simply be a borrowing of Western traditions,” 

Mrs. King envisions the center as a historic and cultural 
* shrine to the non-violent civil rights movement, as well as an ; 

‘ educational institution* High on the list of priorities for the. ^ 
MLK Renter is a proposed institute for non-violent social * 
change., whicb^its proponents hope can be esUblished next ' 
1 year. . - ■ . " '' V'" 

^ ' Dr. Scott, who is also chairman of the sociology deparl- 
■ ment at Spelman College, plans to take full charge of the non- 
I violent institute when it is established. He secs its task as re- 
^ searching and seeking new ways to further social change - 
- through peaceful means. 

V Dr. Harding, on the other hand, feels that “nonviolence is v 
r only one of several ways, all of which must be interpreted in 
r new ways, to achieve freedom,” i u/ V' j v ^ ^ ^ / • i 

I Slave Revolts Examined - [ 

I The early American slave revolts of Nat Turner and Dcn- 
t: mark Vesey must also be examined to determine their mean-. 
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DR. VINCENT HARDING TELLS PHILOSOPOT ; 
' Goal Is Black Control of Own Destiny . ' ^ 


Ing to blacks today. “We are studying everything is 
of our experience. Wc are not advocating, only trying to fino 
answers.” | 

The Institute of the Bla dt - tVoi ln-is primarily a research oif 
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I ganization, Dr. Harding said, not an action group. 

; The leaders of the MLK Center and the IBW take a widely 
) divergent path on their institution’s relations to whites. 


Mrs. King: Use All Creative Abilities 


"'The center can and should use the creative abilities of 
many people/' said Mrs. King. ''They don*t have to all be 


• this is imnortant" 


Dr. Harciing's IBW has another view. All staff members 
' are Negroes. ''There are many occasions where it is not appro*^ 
priate for whites to be present in black deliberations/' the his- 
torian said. “There is a certain sense of relaxation involved - 
that logical while people can understand. . 

^ “The very concept of self-integrity and self-determination 
means there should be a certain distance from those who at 
worst are colonizers and at best occasional friends." 

Dr. Harding gave as an example the recent international 
Congress of African Peoples here, which barred whites, includ- 
ing news media people, from its deliberations. 

“It's important for white people not to get uptight about • 
liack people coming together/' Or. Harding said, “We are 
Roving toward new days and they need to move toward new 
Itabits, new ways of thinking." I 

. « Mrs. King said she felt IBW's approach should be exam4 
ined, but outside the framework of the Memorial Center. I 


Racial Coop^rq^tjion „ Favored 


“Martin believed that black people should control their 
own destiny but through sharing and cooperation . . . we (at 
the center) have emerged from our cruel past and feel in spite 
of this we must work toward a community of brotherhood. This 
is what Martin Luther King tried to do, he was willing to die^ 
for this. We must not be diverted from the objective hei 
sought." ’ 

Dr. Harding feels the future of American blacks is slili un-., 
clear, that the nature of their society is one which still requires . 
much thought. ‘ ^ - * 

“I avoid speaking about what kind of society because I am ’ 
still thinking about this/* Dr. Harding said. “One thing is clear 
to me — if black people are to remain on the North American 
continent and In this country we must be the ones to set our: 
direction. We cannot depend on American society to set a 
d^ection winch has any hcalUi." f 

I Tlie riddle is too complicated for answers like "integri- 
lihn** or “back to Africa,” says Dr. Harding. " ^ ► I 

J “We think about new wi y . in nqy wineskins/* he added. I 
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'A BOOK^OA^TODAY 


Kina's Problems With the FBI 


r 


The King God Didn’t Save: 

Reflections on live Life and 
^ Death of Luther 

^ Kin^_Jr. By John A. WiJ- 
' ITajns. Coward-M c C a n n, 

Inc. m pages. 

This book has gained public 
attention because of its discus- 
. sion of FBI wiretaps on Dr. 
Marlin Luther King; the 
taps, according to black nov- 
elist John Williams, were part 
of a systematic effort by the 
white power structure to dis- 
credit and destroy Dr. King. 

The book is more interest- 
ing, though, for its revelation 
of Williams* aiustoricai view 
of the world. Williams, whose 
best kno«i previous work is 
^*The Mau Who Cried I Am,** 
carries Hs black conscious- 
ness to that delicate point 
where a nterary and historical 
^rception of reality is sacri- 
ficed to the revolutionary 
ideaL 

He makes his position clear 
in a revealing sentence that 
begLns Chapter 2: ‘‘The 
United States Supreme Court 
on May 17, 1954 issued what 
used to be called a historic 
ruling against segregated 


By DAVID HOLMBERG : 
schools/* This is, of course, 
patently absurd. History is by 
its nature an unyielding force; 
it cannot be altered by one 
man’s simplistic denial of its 
reality. What Williams means ; 
is that the Supreme Court rul- 
ing was an inadequate re- 
sponse to injustice by a cor- 
rupt white society, and that is \ 
an arguable but legitimate 
view. But to say that the deci- 
sion “used to be called a his- 
toric ruling** is a kind of mind- 
less, propagandistic indul- 
gence that leads nowhere and 
says nothing. ^ ' 

The premise for Williams* 
view of Dr. King is more ra- 
tionally stated in the next. 
Chapter: “Since the Montgom- 
ery boycott both blacks and 
whites have learned — blacks 
to their impatience and deep- 
ening frustration, and whites 
to their pleasure and relief — 
that the American sociopoliti- 
cal system is designed to, and 
does, absorb a greater number . 
of minority group demands 
than they ever believed possi- 
ble — absorb them without al- 
tering the pattern, pace,** or 
practice of society, without al- 
tering the fouigdsllnn^one mil- 


limeter/' 

Dr. King, according to Wil- 
liams, was absorbed in the 
same way: He was used to 
assuage the vague but gnaw- 
ing guilt of white society; he 
was allowed to achieve those 
minimal demands which did 
not fundamentally threaten 
the power structure; his phi- 
losophy of non-violence was a 
conveniently restrained form 
of revolution which whites 
knew could ultimately be con- 
trolled. 

, And Dr. King himself, in 
Williams view, was uniquely 
suit^ to play his role : He was 
a well-educated Baptist minis- 
ter from a respectable, middle 
class family whose instincts 
were essentially those of a 
middlo-class Protestant; he 
could be momentarily abra- 
sive to white society but nevi 
permanently alienated from 
In supporting this view fcf 
Dr. King, Williams trai 
what he claims were a ser! 
of compromises and defeats: 
the Birmingham campaign, 
Albany, Chicago. And even in 
his finest moment, the March 
on Washington of 1963, there 
was, according to Williams, a 
voice from the crowd that 
challenged the very essence of 
his message: ^ 
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have a 

said again, and befiindus, his 
voice kisi to alJ but those close 
to him, a man screamed 
, . that dream; Martini 
Now, goddamit, NOWP’ 

It was only when King op- 
posed the Vietnam war and ■ 
began his Poor People’s Cam- \ 
paign that he truly became a t 
threat to white society, Wil- * 
liams claims, and it was then , 
that he died: ; 

“To the Vietnam issue ... ► 
he came with a certainty that 
must have made some ^ople 
realize that (he) could with 
the right breaks actually be- 
come a genuine power to con- 
tend with. He was, after all, 
considered to be a possible 
running mate on a peace tick- 
et with Dr. Spock. Most 
threatening of all was King’s 
planned Poor People’s March, 
for a person who seeks to unite 
the nation’s poor across caste 
and class lines may have the 
ingredients for genuinely al- 
tering the society. Like others 
beiore him, he is a danger; fce 
mitet go/’ I 

williams offers no new m- . 
sights — political, historicil, 
or psychological — in present- 
ing this view of Dr. King, with 
the exception of the wiretap- 
ping discussion. As a novelist, 
he would be expected to have 
some emotional perception of 
Dr. King as a man acting in 
the world, but he fails here 
too. He oversimplifies the de- 
cisions he faced and dimin- 
ishes him as a. human being. 
(“This was the makeup,” Wil- 
liams says at the end, “of the 
small pudgy who was 
Martin Luther King. He lived 
in his time and by design and 
accident made himself a force 
beyond it.”) 

The deficiencies of this book 
— > it is also badly organized 
and stylistically shoddy — 
cannot be explained away by 
Williams* racial consciousness 
or by his radicalism. Another 
black writer whose political 
views are similar to Williams 
recently produced a biography 
of King which succeeded on 
virtually every level where 
Williams has failed. WlDiams 
has simply uncovered a few 
headline-grabbing revelations 
about King’s problems with 
the FBI, and tossed them in 
together with bis own dubious 
interpretation of Dr. Kink’s 
Uf^ What it adds up to is bf 
littfc value in literary and 
lorrc terms, and entirely t^ 
preo^table and dogmatic in 
its radical perception of the 
1 world. . > ' * 
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OPINION 


Posthumous Pillory 


a new book. The K\n^ God Didn't 
5cn>c (Coward-McCann, Inc,: $5.95), 
Novelist John Williams (Nif^ht Sottf^, 
The Man iVho Cried / Am) calls 
King a failure. 


Full of frustration and seething black 


anger, Williams’ book is both a com- 
passionate catalogue of King’s strengths 
and achievements and an agonizing re- 
appraisal of his weaknesses. Dedicated 
to the memory of the man Martin Lu- 
ther King "*couid have become had he 
lived.” the lxH>k argues that King was 
the eompliciioiis victim of a “white pow- 
er” plot to manipulate, castrate and ul- 
timately deslro) him. 

Fatal Inability. Though Williams’ 
work is disorganized and repetitive, its 
message is clear. Williams believes that 
while power corrupted and then co- 
opted King by making him believe that 
power he had 

concessions 

^ n cman major 

12 " 






“so ihorougldy indoctrinated K»*^e and 
his p eupie\vh h the idea that 
pitulahon of the bus company 
the Montgomery, Ala., boycott] \ a 
victory for the blacks that they be- 
lie veil it: believed, too. that other things 
won Id inevitably fall like tin soldiers, 
all in a neat line.'’ 

King, says Willi, mis. sufTered from a 
fatal inability to perceive what was hap- 
pening to him. and believing in him- 
self, continued to lash out at the W'hile 
power structure. “He did not understand 
that it had armed him with feather dust- 
ers." Williams writes. “He was a black 
man and therefore always was and al- 
ways would be naked of power, for he 
uas slow, indeed unable, to perceive 
the manipulation of white power, and 
in the end white power killed him." 

But not. Williams believes, without 


ahUe sovicis, i»c wi>m[Uoju e.. 
Williams: “Compromises tliat seei;. 
favor black people havFtTTwTrCs tu . 
out to be defeats for them. ‘Politic:! 
pcdicncy' is nonexistent for Negn 
The demands ma<.lc must he stood b\ 

The Doefors. Only toward the on ) 
his career, Williams feels, riid King 
ly understand the realities of ptnv^ 
America and begin to take the • 
that would have made him a l£u!\ . 
foctive leader by seeking to unite the 
lion's poor across class and color ! 
against the Viet Nam War. This i 
Williams argues, so threatened the 
gemony of the while power stme: i 
group that it decided that King i ; 
be destroyed. 

King unwittingly provided the noe- 
Suspecting that some of his associ:u 
had Communist connections, the I 


from King himself, for King 


began tapping King's telephone and bi 


ging his hotel rooms in 1963. From 


No black American was so widely 
honored in his lifetime; yet segre- 
gationists denounced Martin Luther 
King Jr. as a Communist and worse, 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover once pub- 
licly branded him a liar, and militant ' 
blacks eventually came to see him as 
a “sellout” to the white Establishnr>cnf>^ 
Now a black writer has added yet an- 
other— and unlikely — epithet to those 
fastened on the assnssin^itetl lpndf»r !n 



KING LEAVING HOOVER OFFICE (1964) 


Armed with feather dusters and flawed by hubris. 


sufTered from the tragic flaw of hubris. 
An ambitious, middle-class Christian, he 


sought success and basked in the pub- 


curily viewpoint, the wiretaps uncover 
nothing. They established no links I 


iwecn iN.uig duu ujc ^UNiinujiiMS. 


lie recognition that his efTorls brought 
him, says the author, who interviewed 
many of King’s friends and associates 
in preparing his book. King gloated 
over a magazine poll that showed liim 
to be the nation’s most respected black 
leader, .savored his meetings w'ilh pres- 
idents and kings, accepted the Nobel 
Prize as if it were an inalienable right 
rather than a cherished award. 

But he could not, stales Williams, re- 
late to the black underclass or under- 
stand its impatience with a system that 
refused to recognize its legitimate de- 
mands. Because of this lack of un- 
derstanding, the angry Williams charges. 
King did what no black leader can af- 
ford to do if he is really to influence 




Williams reports, they did turn up an 
tonishing amount of information 
King's extensive and vigorous sexual : 
tivities. (According to one of Williai 
sourcCvS, identified only a.s Person 
“Martin and the rest of them had 
code. A very attractive woman v 
called ‘Doctor.’ J forget llic other nan 
for women not so aUracltc,” Willi,n 
informant was a “Doctor.^ 

Private Detail. Most rfewspapers 
nored the rumors and leaks to them 
King’s extramarital activities, but tb 
existence undermined King’s eficcii 
ness just the .same. The efTecf.'^Sa^ W 
liams, was on p of^sfov v political ass 
sination; King was spared only 
the bullet of James Earl Ray. 


4- 70 
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VVilhanis correct outline of 

the M3 1 story. What he docs not 

have is pr^cise/y what happened at (he 
celebrated liiccTiog bci^seen KBI Director 
Hoover anjl King in 1964. Hoover, Tjmt 
learned, plained to King jii.st what 
damaging Y>rjvale dc(i)fl he had on the 
tapes and icettned him that his morals 
should be those berming a Nobel prize- 
winner. He also suggested that King 
should tone down his criticism of the 
I HI. King took the advice. His de- 
cline in black esteem followed, a de- 


cline scathingly narrated by Williams. 

Williams’ anger over the slow prog- 
ress of (he hgh( for cqualily is wore un- 
derstandable than some of his charges. 
His depiction of “white power" as “a 
marsh underfoot for anyone not white 
. . . treacherous and deadly" is, of 
course, wildly exaggerated. Far more 
serious. King himself was less a vie- 
lin\ than he wa< a victor. His le»id- 
crship brought conscience and cohesion 
fo the cause of black equality, whde 
his faith in the tenets upon which the 


country was founded forced. Amcris. 
to recognize the equity of 'Wts , 
mands and Congress to take aclioi: 
meet them. 

King's compromises were not c:i 
ulations, but sane and sound recogni 
of the way progress historically has i' 
wrung from the American system, 
may have failed to reach his ultinr 
goal. I3ut by serving as the catalyst 
the formation of a truly national a 
rights movement, he laid the ground w«. 
for Its possible success in the future. 
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FECPIE IN THE NEWS 


“"AbsPRaC'hy lleRosrssd 

li nGssySiiiiL O'j 

ATL.-VNTA, Ga. (UPI) The Southern Christian Lead- 
ership Conference re*clectccl the Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy 
its president ai its ISth annual convention’s closing session 
i yesterday. It also attacked the FBI. 

* Yesterday’s business session also adopted 10 resolutions, 

one of them venting the civil rights organization’s anger 
over a recent Time magazine arlicle wluch implied that its 
founder, Dr, Martin Luther King Jr., had a vigorous 
cxtromanial'scx life. , r 

Another resohgjon called for complete withdrawal of all 
American troops from Vietnam by the end of the year. 

Abernathy, who Thursday night called for SCLC to 
sponsor another nonviolent mass march on Washington to 
“put this country on trial/' was re-elected along with all 
other incum bent officers. 

I The delegates, in a resolution, attacked the FBI for 

* “their failure to meet their legitimate responsibility such as 
protecting civil rights leaders, stopping narcotics traffic and 
other organized crime/' 

Then they lashed out at a Time magazine article which 
jsaid FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover met with King in 1064 

* and allegedly sliowcd him wiretap tapes containing intimate 

; glimpses into his sex life. . 

I The aricle said King was allegedly forced to soften his 
“1 criticism of the FBI, but the SCLC denied the story and said 
f three SCL officials at the 1964 meeting called the wiretap 
^ story “absolutely not true,” ^ ^ ^ 
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fSllhaKi^Fh inl^hrHmi 


By Jack iincteryOTT 

Now that the 1^ has been 
I lifted on intimaW^spects of 
fDr. Martin LutherXin^Ufe» 


this column can reveal details 
I which good taste dictated we 
I withhold at jhe time oX his 
j murder. 

I After the Nobel prize win- 
|ner was gunned down on the 
i balcony of his Memphis motel 
j on April 4, 1968, the FBI be^ 
igan painstakingly piecing to-! 
! gether the complex strands of* 
' his life in hopes this would : 
I lead them to his killer. ' 

The FBi’s work was made 
easier by the fact that it al* 

I ready had a substantial file on 
I Dr. King compiled through a 
(Series of wiretaps started in 
1 1963 at the direction of AUor- 
■ ney General Robert Kennedy. 

I This electronic snoopery, 

I first disclosed by this column, 

! illuminated some dark corners 
in the civil rights leader's pri- 
,vate life. The FBI reports 
: showed that the minister's dy- 
! namism and courage had 
I made him enormously attrac- 
' live to many women. 

One of these was the **wife 
of a prominent Negro dentist 
in Los Angeles ” said a report 
dated Feb. 20, ^968. This infor- 
jmation was furnished by a 


j confidential informant who at least one dcca^oif she liad 
seen him off at the airport 

She said Dr. King had con- 
fided in her that Uie FBI was 
watching him. But she stead-i 
fastly denied any intimacies. 


I said Dr. lang had been having 
an **illicit affair 4 . . since 1962 
with the wjman. 

*The soifrce related an inci- 
dent which occurred some 


time ago in a Ne'W York City 
hotel, where King was in- 
toxicated at a small gather- 
ing ” the report said. “King 
threatened to leap from the 
13th floor window of the hotel 
if this woman would not say 
she loved him." 

The dentist was known to be 
furious about the reported li- 
aison. In fact, the information 
given the FBI suggested that 
the wife's baby mjght have 
been fathered by Dr. King. 

Silting each fact in the mur- 
der case, the FBI found that 
James Earl Ray, the suspected 
killer, had been in Los Ange- 
les shortly before he returned 
east to stalk Dr. King. Could 
the jealous dentist, the FBI 
wondered, have hired Ray to 
slay King? 

This column, at about the 
same time, learned the name 
of the dentist and we flew im- 
mediately to Los Angeles. 
There, in an emotional inter- 
view, the wife told us her rela- 
tionship with Dr. King was 
“merely a friendship." . Her 
husband loyally backed her 
up. ' ' 

We asked her whether she 
had called Dr. King and she 
responded sharply, “I ► didn’t 
call him. He c^Bed me." She 
said, however, he had tele; 
phoned frequently ^nd that on 


Our interview' and checks 
around Los Angeles convinced 
us that the dentist could not 
have had anything to do wiUi 
Ray. The FBI came to the 
same conclusion. . 

Buckley a Traveler 

While most reporters 
scheme and save to take those 
foreign trips that give stories 
exotic datelines, columnist 
William Buckley journeys at 
the taxpayers’ expense. 

The urbane Buckley, as a 
member of the advisory com- 
mission to the United States 
Information Agency, has 
taken three overseas trips for 
USIA head Frank Shake- 
speare. 

USIA has benevolently 
picked up some $3,768 in 
travel and other expenses 
w'hile Buckley has served two 
masters — ^the USIA and the 
demands of his trenchant col- 
umn. The junkets took the 
millionaire- writer and some- 
time politician to Vietnam, 
Thailand, Vienna, Russia and 
EasternEurope. ' * * 

Buckley commented that 
when he took his advisory job 
13 months ago he. told USIA “I 
wasn’t going to adjourn my 
professional life. I write from 
wherever I am." The column- 
ist .’spoke of all* the hours he 
has put in for USIA on his 
travels, then purred. “In fact, 
I am an unsung philanthrop 
1st"..-: • . 

Town Is Ailing 

Fuguay-Varina, N.C., is a lit- 



tie farming town whose people 
have found themselves almost ' “ 
without medical care. Two of 
its four doctors have died -re- 
cently. ' * i' V ' : - : ; i . 

Parents have to drive miles 
for their children’s appolntp * _ 
ments. The two doctors left in ' . 
the area work ^literally night ^ 
and day. Like so many small / . ’ 
communities, it is impossible ^ 
to attract young general ptao 
titioners to Fuquay-Varina. : V ' . 

But although the ’ doctors ^ 
have stayed away, the poUti- 
cians haven’t. This time, it has 
been a lucky thing for the 
town. One of the political cam- .v 
paigners was Rep. Nick GSlifi-/ ; 
anakis (D.-N.C,). - * X 

The congressman saw bot^ ^t?***^ 
political and a medical issu^;;> , ' 
Since then, the congressman 
has won the support of 127 of t - , 
his colleagues for a solution^to 
problems like those in Uie Ujt- c 
tie town. ' - 

It would allow' the federal 
government to pay off educa-' V. 
tion loans of young doctors : 
and dentists who go to pracj- 
tice in such towns and in poor 
urban areas for three years. .> 
The measure would cost only 
about $10 million a year, but. 
has an uphill struggle in this 
Congress. ^ < f ^ * vC 

Meantime, Galifianakis has 
his staff looking for doctors jJ' 
who want to practice in ' 

rieasant rural town of ^ ' 
quay-Varipa, N.C. -*■ 

O 1S70, BeU-|4cClure Srndleate, 
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(Mount Clippin g tn Spaeo Below) 

l^v.’ery said blacks must ini. 
. sist on appointment of blackl: 
O ' judges and must not allow whited,' 

i'C'Cf lake away the right of blaclft! 

J youngsters to be taught by black 

teachers by saying quality edu- 
cation can’t take place in a pre- 
rNjr-e ^ ^ ^ dominanlly black school. 

IS ^ fl 1 ¥* V condemned the “Western 

Y morality that declares that any 
Ji. expression of violence on the 

j part of the disnherited is im-.‘ 
pending an investiga* ! ™®ral while on the part of the ( 


jj. Edgar Hoover should be suspended pending an invesliga- ! while on the part of th<> 

ion into liis fitness to serve as director of the FBI, Jesse Jack- ™2jority it s necessary to keep 

on of aiicago, director of the Southern Christian Leadership 

• — • " — aer and protect the world *’ J 


(Indicate page, name of 


newspaper* city and etote.) 


unference's Operation Breadbasket, said Thursday* 


THE ATLANTA 

CONSTITUTION 


Jackson* speaking to the At- 
ama Press Club, allnckcd what 
called Hoover's misuse of his 
>ffice in claiming that ^e-con- 
ronted Dr* Martin LulhcV King 
r. in 1964 wilh“Tvirctaps of al- 
oged extra-marital activities in 
51 der to get the civil rights 
Odder to tone dowii criticisms of 
lie FBI. 


charges about activities Jackson'^ 
called a “social norm'* for many 
prominent persons, , 
iJnckson said, “Tlie FBI says 
it doesn’t have enough money 
for catching dope peddlers, but 
runs around making stag 


films.“ 


Jackson said the real question 
s whether King was right in his 
fomands for equality* He ac- 
liscd Hoover of trying to 
whitemair* King with “very 
Jilimate information * * • that 
d 0 e s n *t matter” and with 


Jackson, here for the SCLcls 
13th annual convention, attacked 
the Nixon administration’s em- 
phasis on war rather than on, 
solving the problems of poverty, • 
substandard housing andinadc-'; 
quate health programs. 

He said the administration is 
“not pulling people out of them- 
selves, but pushing them back ^ 
;into their old prejudices.” 
i He said that the fear somej| 
white politicians * feel about; 
black leaders is a fear of true 
democracy and added that “ar- : 
istocracy under a thin veneer of 
j democracy”’ exists in the nation 
! today. j 

At the morning session of the 
convention, the Kev. J. E. Low- ! 
j ery of Atlanta, chairman of Ih^, 
j SCLC board, said that blacks 1 
I not whiles, “must determine out 
agenda.” 

Lowery said that before the 
direct action movement, whites 
determined the destiny of blacks ‘ 
through the courts and other , 
methods and Uie result was con- 
trol over blacks, ! 

r He said blacks now must find 
^ays to control their destiny, 
through the administralion of* 
iUstico, education and in the' 


SlSEP 1 


area of non-violence. 
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jon the case, SCLC. This nation 

George McGovern said 

I made to see. Stay on the case, 
SCLC, This nation has become 


By ALEX COFi^X 
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•will just 
. rilm of social change through 
..ivc and non-vioFince shaj] re- 
jccm the very soul of America/* 
Speaking at the SCLC’s 13lh 
umual convention's banquet, the 
South Dakota senator said: 
“Tills nation of ours is suffer 
;ng, but it can be healed. Sla>- 
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hut it can be set in motion 
again/' 

McGovern urged the SCLC to i 
‘'stay on the case*' until the 
hungry are fed, the naked are 
clotiicd, the homeless arc 
housed, the jobless arc employed 
‘f nnd this nation “studies war no 
more/' 

McGovern said the nation 
must guarantee a minimum in- 
come for the poor just as it 
guarantees price supports for 
cotton planters, an oil depletion 
allowance for oil-rich million- 
aires and subsidies to shipping 
interests and airlines. 

“Close on the heels of the good 
news of economic security for 
the poor will come the good 
news to the nation that crime 
is on the decrease/ -that/ de- 
linquency is coming under con- 
.,_^troI and that our central cities 
■i ^ can breathe again,” .McGovern 
^ ! told a packed banquet room at 
; the Marriott Motor Hotel. 
McGovern earlier had criti- 
cized the **vcnal effort" being 
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of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

McGovern was referring to a 
Time Magazine article saying 
that FBI Director J. Edgar 
(Hoover confronted King with 
recordings of alleged extra- 
marital activities in an effor': 
M get bim to tone down criti-; 
jcism of the FBI. i 

McGovern said it w^as jf 
"siioddy effort to becloud the 
memory of Dr. lung but I tliink 
r know its cause— a deepening 
insecurity which makes men 
fear instead of trust, hate in- 
stead of love ... Is this the 
state to which we have fallen? 
Is character assassination . . . 
reaching even into the grave- 
necessary to protect our public 
security?” 

During the dinner, Ely Landau, 
producer of a film on the life 
of King, was given the SCLC 
Special Award by Mrs. King. 
Archbishop Holder Camera 
Pessoa of Brazil was awarded 
the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Award by the Rev, Ralph D. 
AbciT^thy, King 5 successor as 
SCLC president. . 

Abernathy also made a $1,000: 
grant to the mother of Fred; 
Hampton, a Black Panther slain:- 
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made to defame the memory last December in Chicago. 
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ATLANTA, Gn., Aug. 11 
(AP)— The j)rcs;cicnt of the 
Southerr, Christian Leader- 
ship vJvinf ercnce charged 

today that the FBI still is tap- 
ping telephones of officials 
wiihin the civil rights organ i* 
zation. 

The Rev. Ralph David Aber- 
nalhy responded to questions 
about a Time magazine story, 
which said FBI Director J.j 
Edgar Hoover confrontod’ the 
late Dr. Martin LulhcnKingl 
Jr. with wiretaps disclosing al-j 
loged extra-marital activities, j 
Mr. Abernathy wasa.skcdat? 
a news conference if tiic FBlj 
is continuing to tap the tclc- 
ph,ono conversations of top 
SCi'LC officials, 
pes/^ he replied, “not only 
ofi SCLC officials but just 
abbut anyone who stands- up 1 


for justice in this country! 
today," I 

Asked how he could tell the: 
telephones were tapped, Mr. 
Abernathy replied: 

“You just pick up the tele- 
phone, You don’t have to be a 
Philadelphia lawyer to know 
Uiat someone is listening." 

"We don’t have anything to 
hide," he said in the news con- 
ference which opened the an- 
nual convention of SCLC. “We 
have the right to stand up and 
fight for those rights we, are 
guaranteed under the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 
AVe will continue to move for- 
ward in spile of these acts." 

Neither the FBI nor the Jtj>- 
tice Departntent had any cori^ 
ment on Mn Abernathy1i» 
statements. i 
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UPI-192. 

(SCLC) 

1 ATLANTA— THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE TODAY 

W ItI IJTH ANNUAIL CONVENTION! TKE’sCLrCALLBD FOS COMPLETE WITHDRAWAl 
OF ALL O.s" TROOPS FROM SOUTHeI^ST ASIA BY THE END 0^^ ™ Y^i5* . . 

THE REV. RALPH ABERNATHY, ¥H0 LAST. NIGHT CALLED FOR THE !JfIAL* 

OF THE UNITED STATES IN WASftpNGTON NEXT SPRING FOR ALLEGED CRIMES 
AGAINST BLACKS, VAS REELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE CIVIL RIBHTS 

°^**THE^SCLC^ ATTACKED THE FBI AND DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER ^R/JHEIR 
ATTACKS ON DR. (MARTIN LU.THER)^^KING AND THEIR FAILURES TO MEET THEIR , 
LEGITIMATE RESPONSIBILITY SUCH AS PROTECTING CIVIL RIGHTS, STOPPING 
NARCOTICS TRAFFIC AND OTHER ORGANIZED CRIME." 

THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY DREW THE IRE OF THE SCLC AFTER A 
HJBLISHED ARTICLE IN TIME . MAGAZINE RELATED THAT HOOVER TOLD KING AT A 
WASHINGTON MEETING IN lD64 HE. HAD WIRETAPS DETAILING ALLEGED MARITAL 
INFIDELITY. MTHE ARTICLE SAID THE TAPES WERE USED TO GET KING TO 
TONE DOWN HIS CIVIL RIGHTS CAMPAIGN. , . 

THE RESOLUTION NOTED THAT THREE OTHERS WHO MET WITH KING AND HOOVER 
HAD SAID THE PUBLISHED REPORTS WERE ^ABSOLUTELY NOT 

THE SCLC ALSO CRITICIZED A ."WAVE OF REPRESSION" IN THE NATION 


AGAINST BLACKS, POOR PEOPLE, YOUTH AND OTHERS WHO DISSENT IN PROTEST, 
IT URGED THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO GUARANTEE AN ANNUAL INCOME OF 


$5,500 A YEAR. 
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Cha\k up auDihcr victory ic; th^ libcrais 
who have even fi. iuin:; whvr.i) cp.Ci'oach- 
meat by law eniorcernori a;.eacics on tha 
general public. 

In a classic case to support the anti- 
Iwirot.’.p campaign, FBI Directo;- J. Ed^^ar 
SHoop^lieseaiy -ihreaiciiec: Dr. Mar', in 
lay off criiici.--m of the 
(FBI or wiretap evidence ci Dr. King’s 
extramarital sex activities would be re-' 
vealed, 

o o o 

THE IXCIDEMT, which luid been rumor- 
ed for some time, is contained in a nev; 
book about Dr, King and elaborated upon 
‘by Time magazine in its reyiovn 

According to Time, a WT:.tap had been 

V.r tln-k TTPI 


determine if he were engaged m. suo- 
version. No evidence \\’as found, but there ^ 
allegedly was considerable evidence of 
the late black leader’s philandering. 

; Mr. Hoover, acco.^ding to Time, lectured 
Dr. King on his morals, after describing 
the tapes, and suggested that he tone down 
I li‘s criticism of the FBI. 


J ^ ^ Lj:z v:«> 

Dr. King roporiedly icok Mr. Hoover s 
ad VI CO, :>,uppod criiici:.hg the FDI’s send- 
ing southern agents tc irA-cs ligate civil 
riglits cases in U*.a Scuth, gradually 
lost standing among the blacks. 

If the Time Story is iruo, it is incredible 
that such a high-ranking cjfficUd as Mi% 
(Keover could stoop to such bluckmail 
But, even if it is not uue, it is a graphic 
example of the danger of how wiretap 
evidence, collected only I’lcideiually dur- 
ing an invcstiaacicn, can he used by the 
wrong people for blackmail. 

' © o c 

CERTAINLY C.-:.SZ is serious 

enough to w'arrant a tc;: investiga- 

tion. Ir Is very unfortunrut to have the late 
Dr. King’s v^pulation and ti j cause he 
..sensed bcsmitched, buc it 4S of the utmost- 
importance for the country to know if 
|Mr. Hoover used his pov/er as alleged. If 
he did, he obviously .chould be removed 
from office and tpu'^i curbs should be 
adopted to prevent such a misuse of evi- 
dence. fc* 
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Proceeds From King Film: $3.5 Millipn'c,>^ 


t 


I 


Aiiioclfttfrd Preai 

NEW Y0R|^-The producer of a documentary on Dr. 

said Wednesday that showings^. 
ot film in tlie United States and overseas Tuesday ' 
night raised an estimated $3,5 million. 

Producer Ely Landau said more than 700,000 persons 1 
In 300 U.S. cities and Copenhagen, Amsterdam and 
Jerusalem attended the one«tline showings. Tickets were " 
$5 each, v 

Landau said the program was an ‘‘overwhelming suc*^ 

*fc. M 

ces^” evenjthough the turnout did not reacl^the hoped-] 
for miThon mark. 

Proceeds from the showings will go to the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Special Fund, an organization dedicated 
to continuing the slain civil rights leader’s no^violeht 
struggle against poverty and inequity^ A ' 

Screenings of the film, “King: A Filmed Record . 
Montgomery to Memphis,” was marred in some areas,] 
. including Washington, by bomb threats. No bombs were' 
found but one theater in New York canceled the’ 
showing, «■ 
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Kingfilm 

benefit 


[March 24 


■j 


Whether you’re shag- : 
gy-haired and angry or i 
[neatly cropped and si- j 
lent, the night of March | 

■ 24 should offer you some- 5 
thing to ^believe in andj 


[support: 


f • A movie will be shown 
' at the Hawaii and King 
t Theatres on the late Dr» 

^ MarUn Luther King Jr, j 


fthe film in Honolulu, an j 
! estimated one million, j 
i other people will ‘ he* - 
; watching it in other Ihea- ^ 
Uers across, the country. ‘ 



The total take is ex-* 
: peeled to raise upwards 


$5 hiillion, 


O'- 


; ' It will cost you $5. and | 
UOO per cent of it, with no j 
t deductions whatsoever, 
Vwill'go Mo Mortin ^ 

t Ly ^ 
i , The same night you see i 


RE&SB. 
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V' j;N'TI; 1'LED, "King; A | 
F iTmeTl' Rec^Biu ‘r-r\ i 


Montgomery to Mem ^ 

. phis," the full-length film I 
traces King’s work from j 
1955 until his death in i 
1968. ‘ ' - 1 

It was produced by Ely j 
Landau, whose credits in*''| 
elude “Long Day’s Jour- ( 
ney Into Night" and j 
, ‘"nie Pawnbroker.” , J 
Raw material for the j 
film came from the ar* ' 
■chives of every major 
! news-film source in the 
^ United States. Show busi- 
'ness personalities donat- 
‘ ing their talents include: 

j Harry Belefonte, Dia- 
i hann Carroll, Ben Gazar- 
ra, Charlton Heston, Burt 
Lancaster, Walter Mat^ 

. thau, Paul Newman, Sid* 

; ney P o i t i e r, Anthony 
, (juinn. Leslie Uggams i 
and Jo anne Woo dward. 1 

The stars were direct- ^ 
ed for connecting sequ*^ 
' ences by Joseph L, Man-,< 
kiewicz and Sidney Lu 


\lt will seek to carry outj 
K ing s pfn >ciple s *' 'anu lue ^ 
als in Die use of non-vio- 
lent methods to promote 
equality among men, 
provide -economic oppor- 
tunities for the disadvan- " 
taged, raise public health ‘ 
standards among the’1 
poor and other related * 
projects. ' : ' 

Tickets, tax deductible, | 
are available at Consoli- ] 
dated theaters during | 
box office hours and at ] 
the King and Royal Thea- ] 
lers. Every ticket guar* '• 
antees a seat on a non-re- 
served seat basis, 


met. 


Honolulu’s representa- 
tives for the one-nighty 
showing are former Gov. 
William F. Quinn and * 
Gity<.Gouncilman'Eharles^.i 
M. Campbell. 

PRODUCER LandaUi'i 
who conceived- the idea ; 

; for the evenC has *ar-^ 

! ranged for no deductions. j 
I from receipts of the exhi- 
I bition. ;< 

i Selling expenses, thea- ’ 
/ i ters, raw stock expendi-j 
i tuies, print processing,^ 

‘ production costs and ev- l 
• ery other outlay - are f 
‘ being absorbed by the^- 
persons participating. ' .jj 
Landau has donated; 
ownership rights to the ( 






The ?5 million expected J 

to be raised willgoto^l 

^ tSx-^edu®^ ' ^gen«ali 
philanthropic foundations 
incoroorated ■ under th^ 
ms Ot ^ ew york'biale!^ 
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3oQn,, after the death of President John F K enedy, a 
nervous trend spread across the nation to name or re-namfe 
highways, buildings, playgrounds and other public facilities 
after himy - 

There Is something superficial and maybe even 
hypocritical about such "memorial' efforts, and the impulse . 
did get out of hand. - ■ I 

Now, there is growing sentiment that today, January 15, | 
should be made a national holiday, because it is the date on ‘ 
which Dr Martin Luther King Jr was born. - y- - ■ 
We share that sentiment. 

Like the re-naming of a bridge, the declaration of a 
'national holiday' is, in reality, a meager memorial. The 

greatest menK>rials to Dr King will never be found in such 
efforts, but in the pursuit of the goals, of the dream, for 
which he fought. The 'mountaintop' he envisioned could 
not be represented by the most elaborate statue on earth, 
however well-meant its construction might be. 

But the fact remains that while we institutionalize and 
honor the birthdays of several white Americans, none of 
the black men important in our nation's history receive the 
same kind of official remembrance. 
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i Dr King is to be revered, too, not only as a great Negro 
leader, as one of the most significant social activists of this ^ 
country, but as a great man, one who appealed to what is 

7 iic5 In all men, who in essence stood for the dignitVTfrfid^ 
his race alone,^bqt^o(^the hgman race in totality. 

Some will scoff that a day's freedom from work or 
school 1$ scant homage to a man of Or King's stature, and 
we agree. The fitting tribute to Dr King will be the 
achievement of the iustice he sought in his lifetime. Sadly, * 
that day may be far off. y ' 

" Now, It would be an appropriate and commendable ' 


' gesture to make January 15 a national holiday, in 
[ celebration and remembrance of a man who urged us all to 
walk a little taller, to strive for something better than what 
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Black Leader 


A Commentary 
By Nicholas von Iloff$nan 

Many people will keep holiday tomorrow, Dr. Martin 
Lulhcr^up2 Jn\s birthday. Tlicy will not be of one * 
race only. Dr. King had a huge wliite following when 
he was alive and has a larger one now, almost two } 
years after his murder. If there arc any future his-, 
torians they may write that ho was the most important 
public figure of his time so that men like John Ken-; 
Jnedy, J, Edgar Hoover. Earl Warren and Bull Connor : 
may be principally remembered for their connection/ 
with Dr. King, ‘ ; 

' He wasn’t a man of original thought, not really ere-; 
alive, but he could recognize other people’s new ideas 
and he wasn’t too proud to pick them up and use them. ; 
He did this with the Student Non-Violent Coordinating ^ 
Committee. Taking up the ideas which it couldn’t dis-’ 
seminate, he propagated them, incorporated them into 
his own work, SNICK saw the issues first and more : 
clearly, but Dr. King could explain them to millions ' 
of people and persuade them to act. , 

He began as a black leader of black men and women; ^ 
on the day of his death he was a black leader of people ^ 
of all races, and on the question of the Vietnam war , 
his following was principally white. It’s only now that ; 
blacks in large number are starting to manifest oppo- ; 
sition to the war. \ -j 

Some people who admired him said that in a way i 
it was a blessing he died when he did; they said he ! 
was slipping, that he was losing his hold on the masses • 
and that he was too much a rural preacher to be effec- 
tive in the Northern cities where the worst of the strug- . 
gle had moved. 

Dr. King had these dips in fortune before. His was 
a leadership that went in alternately bright and dim 
phases as events and the public mood fluctuated. This 
is to be expected of a* man who wasn’t ever able to . 
organize a steady base and whose underlying message 
always had to overcome his considerable defects as a / 
calculating player of political games. 

For all that, he was irreplaceable. When he died his ^ 
funeral pyre was the burning of 20 American cities. 
When men such as Dr. King pass on, their work is * 
uncompleted because what they desire to accomplish 
is so grandly large. They leave us, not so much with 
work unfinished, as with ideals clarified and strength-^* 
. ened. The greatest of these, perhaps, was nonviolence. * 
Dr. King made nonviolence as manly, as courageous 
an ideal as gunslinging, although an ideal' it remains, i 
^ our.murdera. 
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The political murders are the worst. Thcy_,dcstroj^ 
fKlelily dnd tru9*-likc no other crimes. They’re' never , 
forgotten ancf years after the victims have bcOn buried 
people ruminate over them, feed their paranoia and • 
. grudges. Xo^iing anybody can do can allay such a | 
reaction, but it helps a little if the crimes arejts.fully,' 
and con?plctely explained as is humanly possible' 


Thir is all the more important when there appears 
to be some substance to the ruminations. Our political 
murders, at least those of the last decade, all have 


thoir victims. Let’s hoD6 


il*s simply coincidence that Republicans, conservatives • 
and rcacUonarics don’t got killed, but still the situation 
is such that the very least that can be done is to put j 
everything that is known about these crimes on the.i' 
public record. j 

That hasn’t happened with Dn King. The suspicion ; 
perMsts that Karl Kay was part of a conspiracy.* 

People' like Jack Anderson of the Washniglon Merry- ^ 
Go-Kound have Irioi! to discourage the talk, saying it’s 


ri'Hnhorp.lors in the Southern 


Christian Leadership Conference to help them raise ^ 
money, but such scoffing won’t sell. The official ex- j 
planation of how Dr. King was murdered can only be j 
accepted by the gullible and those blessed with great.) 
faith in what politicians tell them. | 

From time to time officials connected with the case ji 
have said that Ray did it because he was a racist, but 
they haven’t produced evidence to show he was more * 
of a racist than a lot of other people who don’t com-’ 
mit murder. What the record shows is a man who 


I = committed crimes for money, a burglar, a robber and 


' a forger, not an ideologue. 

The prosecution contended that this man broke out^ 
of the Missouri State Penitentiary in 1967, roamed’ 
about the country for a year making his living by^ 
crime and then made his way to Memphis where he ; 
stalked Dr. King and killed him. After the murder they ^ 
say that he escaped to Atlanta, Montreal, London. Lis-i 
bon and then back to London and he did it all on: 
'money he’d either saved up from the profits of older' 
crimes or by committing new ones the particulars of; 


i^hich they’re rather vague on. 


It may all be true. It’s possible but it gives James : 
Earl Rny a career ))rofile different from that which ’ 
mo.st smalMimc crooks have. Usually this type doo.sn’t 
make nuirh from thoir crimes and wliat they makc^ 
they spend. 

Kay himself has persislonUy said theve was a con-, 
spiracy. He said it when he pleaded guilty for the 
; murder and he’s said it since. Just because he says it 
doesn’t make it so, but even if he did do it alone there 
are many questions about how he did it and how he * 


id hpfoTft hp nlpadpd. 


prosecution had lined up 90 witnesses to 
i testify to all its puzzling details. ‘ 


• ‘i'e judge, the late W. Preston Battle, confrs - 

tlicre was much which needed explaining: “Llke'^othV- 
I would truly like to know how Bay actually foi r 
, the spot from which to fire. How did Ray know who 
..Rev. King would be? How did he determine the t\o 
, of weapon to be used? What are the details of ti, 

^ actual purchase and selection of the weapon? Was 
alone in surveillance of the Lorraine Motel (where 1 

toTtaphi.?'''' »' *" “ 

, 'J'lie Judge wasn’t sure lliat a trial would answer .'ii 

to assume that tii 
prosecuuon would have had a chance to cross-examin 
Ray about his finances or how he escaped from th 
Missouri Slate Penitentiary, or about persons who eav 
him any aid before or after the slaving of Dr KIjk 
That assumes Ray would have taken the stand I doub 
very seriously that defense counsel would have riskee 

h* * ^acl, as I understan. 

U.'Tnis 311 along has been one of the main ;problem' 


between Ray and various men who have acted fpc llj.' 
defense. They counseled against it, and he kcpt wanl 
ing to take the risk." 

The lawyers may have been right then, but th 
trial’s over and Ray still wants to talk. He can’t b 
tried again and he keeps saying from his maximur 
security cell that he has a story to tell. It may b 
that he’s some kind of nut. Many people believe h 
just wants attention and fame. He’s already got that 
When his bullet struck Dr. King, at that second h 
got into the history books just as George Wallac 
did by trying to bar the highway from Selma ti 


Montgomery 


Let a congressional committee subpoena Ray. or giv 
him an opportunity to testify In a court, by trying hin 
for a lesser charge like violating Dr. King’s civil right: 
or form another one of those commissions to take lii: 
story down while he stays in the penitentiary, but somi 
way should be found before he’s murdered. An ad 
ministration like the one in office with such a fini 


“nspiracies should be up to the task of dc 
hTefmlnJng if .there was one here. ‘ - 
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King’s Caskef 

Quietlyi 



To Old Clmrck 




P'7 


By Bruce Galphin 

'Wm«hlDvtoa post SUIt Writer 


ATLANTA. Jan. 13 — The 
casket of Dr. Martin Luther : 

C!f King Jr. wa^ removed from 
Southview Cemetery Just 
before dawn today and re- 
interred under two arching 
pecan trees next to the 
church where he used toV 
preach*^ - ' / " . 

I The ecene was in stark 
contrast to Dr, King's fu- 
: neral here 21 months ago. 

’ On that warm spring day. 
200»000 mourners came to 
pay final respects to the 
.apostle of non-violence, and 
the lengthy proceedings 
were televised and reported 
around the world. 

Early this morning the 
only attendants were mem- 
bers of the family, some 
members of the Southern 
ChrisUan Leadership Con- 
ference, a two-roan police 
guard and staff members of 
i a iocal funeral establish- 
ment. The ceremony was 
kept piuvate at the wishes 
:ci the family. . ' 

Quiet Landmark 

- The removal was accom- 
plished with so little fan- 
fare that few Atlantans to- j 
day realized the tomb was | 
now resting fewer than a | 

> hundred feet away from 
Auburn Avenue — *‘Sweet j 
' Auburn,** as it was known ’ 
when it was the center of 
Negro life in Atlanta. 

A scattering of people 
* stopped by during the day 
; as two city policemen kept ? 
guard in a nearby patrol » 

; car. At Southview, the King ^ 

' tomb had become a major 
•Atlanta, landmark, attract- 
^ ing hundre^ .of .tho,usands | 

i^of visitors. ‘ ' ‘ 

%■ One day the new tomb g 
Vwill be a part of the Martin ^ 
i Luther King Memorial f 
Tirtc 'hdiXe Aft Ifl Ebenezer 
' TBipUsTOurc^^ 




Allure w. 



;Klng was co-pastor^ith his ^ 
i?ut today tne'*tomb J 
^ rests near the center of a^; 
field of mud and winter- ! 
browned grass. | 

The white marble monu- f 
meat is even simpler than } 

! the one in Soulhvlew— j 
which remains the property 1 
of the cemetery. ' 4 

On the short end are two | 
crossed branches and the 
words, ‘*Rev. Martin Luther ? 
King Jr. (19294968) Free at \ 
Last. Free at Last, Thank ^ 
God Almighty, I’m Free at j 
Last.'* The quotation comes | 
from a slave spiritual which . j 
Dr. King frequently quoted :! 
in speeches; it was also in- j 
scribed on his first tomb. .4 

Tears and Flowers.: | 

* On either side of the face 1 
4s a. .small Garble urn, to- 
'' day^ifined ' vith artificial | 
j roses. During the afternoon | 

! a middle-aged black woman, j 
sniffing back tears, added a 
pot of yellow chrysanthe^^ 
j mums. ' V 

The Atlanta Braves base-^ 

, ball organization has prom* j 
i ised to sod the area with j 
grass before memorial senr- i 
i ices Thursday's, commemo- j 
rating Dr. King’s birthday. 

The Rev. Ralph Abcr- 
' nathy. Dr, King’s successor 
as president of the Southern 
Christian I»eadership Con-r 
ference, gave a brief prayer 
today at the reinterment. 

' The moving of the grave 
' was a surprise only In Us 
timing. It has long been 
planned that the tomb he 
part of the memorial center. 

. A museum of Dr. King’s life 
j^wil be built nearby.v'= ‘ ^ <3 
i Other parts of th® *nemo-4 
■ rial, a library documentation T 
^project and the I.nstitute qI^ 
.the Black .AVorld, already: 
■have bee n establUhed . atj 
?AUanta University. 
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King Holiday Ra 




> Organizers of activities to 
^ mark the birthday of the 
late Dr. Martin Luther King 
said yesterday they will hold 
a King holiday rally at 2 
p.m, Thursday at Howard 
University's Crampton Audi- 
torium. 

Fannie Lou Hammer, a 
‘Mississippi civU rights ^ 
r leader, will speak, along 
with Rep. John Conyers (D- 
Mich.). The program will in- 
. dude a film, “King from 
Montgomery to Memphis,” 
which is scheduled to be 
shown at 1,000 theaters in 
the country beginning 
March 24, 

The Rev. Waller E. Faun- 
troy, of the organizing com-: 
mittee, said acting D.C., 
; School Supt Benjamin Hen-S 
ley would allow students 
with written permission 
from their parents to take 
the afternoon to attend the 
. rally. 

I ^A^aj^r^Walter E. Washing- 
I ^"^^establisheff ’ a 


eral leave policy’’ for "'cjtyj^ 
efiiproycc? who wlslrtu } 
the day off as a holiday. Mr. ' 
Fauntroy said Conyers, along 
with 24 other congressmen 
who are sponsoring a bill to 
have Jan. 15 declared a legal 
holiday, have written to the 
mayors of 65 cities urging ^ 
them to establish the holi- • 
day. 

* David Otto, coordinator of 
the D.C. Moratorium Com- 
mittee, urged Moratorium , : 
supporters to circulate peti* ^ 
tion^ i^T the new holiday at 
T nuf«juayTj rally/ - 
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BrrKing services sef^ 

The District government plans an offidal 
commemorative service at the District Build* 
ing JanT)15 to honor the birth Of Dnjitrtift.. 
Luther King. *-■ " • j 

'^/Tnon^enbminaUonal church service also, 
will be held probably at the National Cathe^j 
ral, City Council Vice Chairman Sterling Tuck- 
er said yesterday.' Mr. Tucker represent the 
council on a committee of government, churcuj 
and business leaders planning the ceremony.’ 

In addition, the schools will sponsor spe«h 
contests In honor of Dr. King, he said. The 
city government has already agreed to liberal 
leave policy Jan. 15 so city empires can 
attend ceremonines. ' . 

The Washington Teachers Union also an- 
nounced it wHl ask die school administrab^ 
for a massive teach-in and the closing of Dis- 
trict schools at 1 p.m. to perniit students to 
participate 4n the Southern Christian Leader- 
ship rally at the D.C. ;Coliseum. Union pre«- 
deot - Simons said the teach-in woiad 

include programs about Dr. King, ^ 

VlbCiiJLmese war and 'the* ^Cist^S titU- 
t ions that^overn^America.** " ."■ .T.r! ' 
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Set Here Jan. 15, 




’ The birthday o^the late ^ 
Dr. Martin ^utherjKlng. Jr. 
on JanriS wTir be^'observed-^ 
here with a variety o^spe- *^ 
cial events, city officials an- 
nounced yesterday. 

: Mayor Walter E, Washing- ; 
ton said that planning' the 
observances will be under- 
taken by his office, the City 
Council, the city schools and 
religious, civic and business 
organizations. A liberal 
' leave policy will be In effect 
for city employes, the mayor - ♦ 
said. ' ‘ 1 

The city encouraged spe- 
i cial observances last April, 
Von the first anniversary of 
' the assassination of Dr. 
King, after about 150 angry ^ 
citizens sat in at the City . 
Council chamhers. 

^ But it turned aside a re- ^ 

' quest that the day be pro- 
claimed a holiday, in part on 
: the pounds that it 
■ the authority to do so. BiUs ^ 
pending in Congress would 
jnakCL Dr. King’s birthday a 
r haWhaT holiday. ^ 




ifel GWU Polr 


Dr. Ronald P. Kaufman, 

. now assistant director of the 
"Ksldepartment of medicine at 
I ilartford (Conn.) Hospital, 
iwiirNake over as medical 
. director^^of George Washing- 
ton University Hospital on 
• Jan. 5. ‘ 

>t Dr. Kaufman, ^'who ' re^ 
ceived his medical ^degree 
;from the University oSJ 
Pennsylvanla^'ln 1955, prac- j 
^ticed Internal medicine In ! 
I Hartford and taught at the 
University of Connecticut 
■before taking his present . 
"post-'.v - 

groev feUfLj tporii ftfid n «yi 
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Hcjioks for Di^J^nSar'^ 

l!'' StaiA^ry^ next year. Dr. Martin 
LuthetS- ^higy birthday, Jan. 16, 
will be kno^ aa Human Rights 
Day and will be an official holi- 
\lay at the' City DniverRity, it was 
announced yesterday. All 16 City 
University campuses will be 
closed on the day to honor the 
r^hts leader, born .i^^29 
aVTu TIs^t?^inated on Apr u 
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ItffF^PASSING SHOVf^ 


JOp Cities Wi ll See . 

H/m on Dr, King 

, One thousand theaters in 300 
cities, including Washington, - 
\\rill sb^i^ film about Martin • 
Luthei®King next April 7,lhe 
" week of the second anniversa- 
ry of his assassination. . 

The film, called “King: A 
. Fflmed Record . - . Montgom- 
ery to Memphis,” is described 
as a record of Dr. King’s life 
and work from 1955 to 1968. 
Stars who appear include Har- j 
ry Belafonte, Diahann Carroll, 
Sammy Davis Jr., Ben Gaz- 
zara, Charlton Heston, James ,, 

I Earl Jones, Burt Lancaster, |( 
Walter' Matthau and Sidney* 
Poiticr, in segments directed.;, 

I by Joseph L. Mankiewicz. 

The film was produced by 
Ely Landau, who also orga- 
nized the one-time-only show- 
ing, after which a longer ver-, 

■ sion will be made available to 
' schools and churches. The 
^ theater version is 2 hours and 
, ; 30 minutes long. * 

‘ The sponsors of the event 
hope to raise $5 million — a 
million tickets at $5 each. The 
proceeds .will, go Id the Martin 
' Luther King Jr. Special Fund, 

“ which will disburse them to 
organizations that it considers 
to te carrying on the civil- 
rights leader's work. j 
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^ovie to H^ jtorPr.Kin 

I n *” Plans for a mive “theater- for which he died and bri 

.mm .-i-. ^ 1 f a TVI 1 ITl 1 1 V nf Hmt H 


A. full-length film on the 
life ' and work* of t|^ civil 
rights leader, called/ 

‘ A Filmed Record 

g< 5 mery*lo'‘Memjphis, will be 
sho^n*15n^hV^Tg^ of Jan* 
14 in i.OOO movie theaters. 

'' event is expected to 

I rais^ $5-million to help sup- 
port organizations dedicated 
to carrying on the work of 
Dh. King from 1&55 to his 
death in 1968. U is a ploject 
of movie producer ElvI ^azu 
dau, who has workiSTdh the 
'•*Tpf55action for more than a 
year without compensation, 
Djetails of the event were 
announced at a news confer- 


Vi 


h Plans for a mive **thcater- for which he died and bring | 
party" in mbute/rv^the late about a community of brother- 
Dr. Martin Luthep--^Mng J r>, hood,** she said. 

Dr- Abernathy, referring to 

multaneously by more than Dr, King, as his friena, 
one ' million people in more closest associate and peren- 
than 300 elites, were an- ntal jailmate, said of the. 

nounced here yesterday, plaimed showing: 

A, full-length film ,on the "This event will make it 
life ' and work* of tl|e clvU possible to puw an end to 
rights leader, called/ “King^ racism, to put an end to war * 

‘ A Filmed Record ?nd to put an end to poverty 

, gdnleryTo''Memnhis,^ will be m this mos^t prosperous na- 
I of Jan* tionm lhe hiStory of civUiza- 

14 in i. 000 movie theaters. tion. ^ , J* 

Te event is expected to A two-and-a-half-hour ver- ^ 
rais^ $5-million to help sup- sion of the film 1 

port organizations dedicated * created lor the Jan* 14 show- 
to (^rrying on the work of ings. which will mark the 
Dh^King from 1955 to his only time the moUonpiCt^^^ 
death in 1968. U is a ploject will be exhibited in Iheatere. 

of movie producer Admission price will be $5, 

dauV who has workiOhW Another vers on, running four 
iimatrtion for more than a , hours and 7.0 minutes, subse-if 
year without compensaUon, ouently will be made avaiM 

Dfetails of the event were e.bie in 35-mm,, IG-mm, and! 

announced at a news confer- 8-mm, for presen ta ton m | 

. cnee yesterday morning at colleges, seboo s. churches t 

the Americana Hotel. caUed * a nd other institutions, J j 
oup representing the r ^ ' 

mts, includinl actor ; 

Poitier. Jackjpaj_end> 

8 it**df the MStonPic- 
iociatlon of America: 
ifkjtj, president of the 
aTAssociation of The- ^ 
ater Owners; Dr. Ralph D, j 
Abernathy.'" president of the | 

Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference; Mrs. Martin ' 

Luther King Jr*, and Mr. Lan- 
dau. . , 'I ' 1 " 

*‘This event wilK^sU^lish^^ i** 

Martin Luther King in the *i 
minds of people as the most j 
. peaceful leader of the 20th i 
century/* Dr. Abernathy said. ! 

Mrs, King was visibly j 
moved by a short segment of • 

the film shown at the press ^ r 

conference. The compilation f 
of film footage showed Dr, ; 

King leading the boycott in . 

Montgomery, Ala,, in 1955, f 
confronting the police in the;V 
late 1950*s and refuting calls i 

to violence by black militants 1 om i 1 ft 

in the 1960*1. i ftCCAS 

Mrs* King praised Mr. Lan- j \\uV ^ 
dftu. whose film credits In- j 
dude **The Pawnbroker,** ^ \r\ ( 

^‘Long Da/s Journey Into ]\J^ ^ \ D bO/CX 
Night** and ‘The Madwoman « 

of Chaillot**. ^ She said the 

film had an importance be « F r^ tj P n ? 

yond financial gams for civil WOi ^ 

rights groups. \ 12SN0V.12WF 

feel the message in the ^ i uv % 4. lac 

spirit of Martin Luther King 

3 which is embodied in this • 

production will be preserved J < — ^ ^ 

for .generations unborn and J 
’ will keep alive 
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! Wovie to Depict 


Dr. King's Career 


A documentary movie of the career of the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr, from 1955 in Montgomery to his assassination 
in 1968 m Memphis will be shown Jan. 14 in Aiianla and about 
300 other cities, it was announced IJuirsday,.'' YV ^ 1 

The movie, which uses tele- 


. vision news film and tapes of 
[I Dr. King’s voice, was produced,! 
by Ely Landau of New York/ 
vijMJse movies include ‘*The 
Pawnbroker” and "The Mad- 
worn^ of Chaillot.*' ‘ 

" As' many as one million per- 
sona are expected to view the 
film, most of them paying $5 
per ticket. Funds from the one- 
night showing will be distributed 
to organizations carrying on the 
wo,rk of Dr. King, according to 
^officials of the Southern Chris- 
(Xian I/^adership Conference 
'(SCLC) in Atlanta, Dr. King’s 
organization. 


; ^‘VERY SIMPLY, the film 
'seeks to tell the story of the 
career of Dr. King as a civil 
rights leader, a religious lead- 
er and a man of peace,” "said' 
Tom Offenburger, SCLC direc- 
tor of information. 

At a press conference in New 
York City, Mrs. Martin Luther 
King Jr. said the movie is Im- 
portant for more than the money 
it will raise. 

‘T feel the message in the 
'spirit of Martin Luther King 
which is embodied in this pro- 
;duotaon will be preserved for 
generations unborn and will 
.keep alive those things for 
whi^h bg died and bring about 


a community' of brotherhood,” 
Mrs. King said: / 

The Rev. Ralph David Aber- 
nathy, who worked with Dr. 
King and is now president of 
the SCLC, said, “Hus event will 
establish Martin Luther King 
in the minds of people as the 
most peaceful leader of the 20th 
century.” . -v , ^ 

Abernathy and two other 
SCLC leaders, the Rev. Bernard 
Lee and the Rev. Andrew J. 
Young, viewed hundreds of feet 
of television news film and lis- 
tened to tapes of Dr. King’s 
conversations as they helped 
production of the movie. 



THE PRODUCER, who w 
described as an admirer of Dr. 
King’s civil rights efforts, is 
said to. have suggested the doc- 
umentary movie. Landau has 
worked without pay on the proj- 
ect since the spring of 1968. 
Dr. King was assassinated in 
Memphis on April 4, 1968. 

After choosing the most ap- |V 
propriate films, the moviemak- 
ers wound up with a 2%-hour 
documentary. A longer version 
of 4 hours, 20 minutes will be 
available in 35, 16 and 8-milli- 
meter film for showing in. col- 
leges, schools, churches and 
other institutions.' 

In one sequ^.oe. Dr. King is 
seen and heard discussing the 
importance of the civil rights 
protest demonstrations in Bir- 
mingham, and as he speaks 
films are shown of police dogs 
[and fire hoses being used to 
quiet the demonstrators in .the 
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The Memorial To Martiii 






jam F. Bucldey^ ^ 


, - -r ••',■■' •• - ‘VV-'; #1 • <V^ 

WHAT TO DO pssiiEiaously about Martin ' 
i Luther Kin? Is becoming a OausA' One en-,4 
counters here and tHere petition forms tof 
Congress, requesting that his birthday be^ 

: made a national holiday, llie Uncoln’s. ot 'j 
f that the day of his assassination be made a /; 

i national day of mourning, nice Mesnorial Day. I 

And then Mrs. Martin Luther King, who / - ^ 

clearly learned from her husband the uses of A j \ ^ . 

the press, Is omnipresent: sa 3 ring, sometimes, ;v ji 

. useful things. Saying, other times, most .un- r’ ft UVv 

' fortimate things. V ' ’W? 

V A week ago she revealed that die had-, f 
' been in communication with the admlnlstra* v \ 

' tlon concerning a national memorial to her v x / 

' dead husband. So far, unexceptionable. But ^ ^\n,f 

' she has now said die has abandoned the ncr ; P \W\ 

goUaUons, on the grounds that she has de-S/. \H ) 

; tected an "indifferent attitude” towards black 3 \v; \ V/ 

and poor people. "We Idt that to get Federal \J 

' support for a memorial would, have been a 
' beautiful thing', .-.^^But.Presideiit Nixon’s 
titude, his lack of real'ftoncem, suggests thati 
his adininlstratlon is motivated by racist at^: /; 

' UtUdes.” ^ , '• ? ; * . • ' V 

K REALLY, IT IS enough to drive a p011tU',> 
i ^ cian up 8 tree. I can imagine what Mr. Nlxon/I 

* and his lieutenants and the leaders of Con-- > \ 

, j gress are saying privately about Mrs. King’s 

Intemperance, and it isn’t good. The notion 1 ^ 
that "racist attitudes” motivate Mr. Nixon Is J 
r paradoxically correct. Because Mr. Nixon 
would never have paused to negotiate wltih ^^ 

Mrs. King concerning a national memorial to^'! 

. her husband except for the fact that Dr. King 5 ^ ! 

, was a Negro, and some might call this racist, /J; 

? as the word is nowadays used, -I 

' '■ i ' ■ ' ■ '■<** * ' 'sf' 

. P If he had been white, the suggestion ' of 'J 
raising a monument to him would have been , 

' presumptively ridiculous, not because a white ' 
i 'man carrjdng the message Of Dr. King on Into,/' 
i martyrdom would be less than an object of '-i^ 
r national honor, but because there is a- long > 

I line of men who are deemed to have been l /yj 

y national benefactors who have not yet been;,-!' ^ 

K-orejsos: 

/ I ^ ^ 
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have been dead (Andrew Jackson, say), Jor .rig hts of the Individual conscience Is 
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oyer 100 years. ^ 

> " MRS. KING AND THE supporters of her 
'plan put a curious emphasis on the desira- 
bility of using Federal funds. The fact of It 
i is that Dr. Martin Luther King was a hero 
and a martyr in one respect In others — one 
fthinks of his celebratlm of dvil disobedience 

he was the spokesman for; a point of view 
[ on dtlzen^p which In the opinion of some 
; e.g., me — Is mortal to dvU society; 

Dr. King's discovery of the transcendwit 
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Mrs, King 


'tM'i 


kind of thing -that killed Jim Crow all right 
'But It is also the kind of thing that kUled '* 
Bobby Kennedy. And there are those who 
would be reluctant for that reason to be co-i-j 
opted, as InipllciUy they v/ould be, in any na- '4 
tional monument constructed by Federal 
funds, or any holiday which called for. the 
shutting down of .naticmal lnsUtution5,ii;5^^|^^ 

SURELY WHAT MAKES Sense here, as so ^ 
often Is the case, is to encourage people to w 
act in their own behalf, to express them-;,t 
selves freely. The statue to Ifanklln Delano « 
Boosevelt In London was built by the contrl- 3 
buttons of the Brltlah people, collected on a>f 
.voluntary basis. When S^. Robert A. Taft 
died, his friends, feeling deeply his loss, in- 'j 
sUtuted a Robert Taft institute one purpose n 
of which was to collect money to construct a -rf 
carillon on the park outside the Capitol. True, ^3 
the government deeded over a few square 1 
/ feet of sod for the use of the friends of Rob- 
ert Taft. And surely It would be a sensible K 
compromise, in the present Impasse, for the |» 
government to do as much for the friends I • 
of Martin Luther King. But let them then ^ 
raise the money from private sources. 

’ - Memorials so constructed may be 'less^ 

grand than the behemoths undertaken by^ 
aot' of Congress. But they are in many ways ,;1 
more impressive. And surely It Is fitting, un*."'.| 
der the circumstances, to follow the prece-,i^ 

, dent: even as the frietute of Robert Kennedy ’^, 
'■intend to do. \ i'-- Vi 

'i ABOVE ALL, MRS. King Bhould be coun- ;^ 
seled to stop the racist talk. Because more of 
that, and she will antagonize those whom^vi 
- 'there is no purpose In antagonizing. It Is time 
to mute the memory of one Martin Luther a: 
King, the advocate of civil disobedience who 
* /once likened Amdlca’s foreign policy ‘to Nazi. 
Germany's: and stress Instead the qualities V.t 
that made him admirable '— his courage, his 
moral strength, his great eloquence. That Is'^r 
not accomplished by attributing racism to ; 
: the Nixon administration. ■ . ..'* ;U /I 
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■ ' -Vvtftt to do bost tofiuiisif \ 
about Martin LutheK^ing is j 
‘ becominrTTXa^CTT^ en- \ 
counters here and there peti'> 

^ tion forms to Congress, re^ 

- questing that his birthday be 
' made a national holiday, like 
■ Lincoln’s, or that the day of 
bis assassination be made a 
national day of mourning, like 
Memorial Day. And then Mrs. 
Martin Luther King, who 
clearly learned from her hu^ 
band the uses of press, is 
omnipresent: Saying, some- 
times, useful things. Saying, 
other times, most unfortunate 
things. 

A week ago she revealed 
that she had b^n in communi- 
‘ cation with the administration 
concerning a national memori- 
al, to her dead husband. So far, 
unexceptionable. But she has i 
now said she has abandoned 
tbe n e g 0 1 i a t i 0 u s, on the 
grounds that she has detected 
an ‘‘indifferent attitude” to- 
wards black and poor people. 
.“We felt that to get federal 
.support for a memorial w^d 
have been a beautiful thing. 
^ . But President Nixon’s atti- 
tude, his lack of real concern, 
suggests that his administra- 
tion is motivated by racist at- 
*titudes/V''‘ ** > . ■ 


•: -v-::: -F. : 

^ Really, it is enough to drive 
;a politician up a tree. I can^ 
imagine what Nixon and his 
lieutenants and the leaders o! 
Congress are saying privately 
about Mrs. King’s intemper- 
ance, "and it isn’t good. Thcj 
^notion that “racist attitudes” 
motivate Nixon^is paradoxical- 
ly correct. Because Nixon 
would never have paused to 
negotiate with Mrs. King con- 
cerning a national memorial 
to her husband except for the 
^apt4tot-J>r..King was a 


gro, ana ^me mig iit - cou lnS > 
racist, as the wor^ is nowa-, 
days used. 

If he had been white, the 
suggestion of raising a mcm- 
cment to him would have been 
presumptively ‘ ridiculous, not ^ 
pecause a white man carrying ‘ 
the message of Dr. King on 
into martyrdom would be less 
than an object of national hon- , 
or, but because there is a long t 
line of men who are deemed to 
have ' been national benefac- , 
tors who have not yet been* 
memorialized in concrete, and ; 
some of them have been dead \ 
.(Andrew Jackson, say), for 
pver 100 years. - 


' Mrs. King and the support- * 
ers of her plan put a curious . 
emphasis on the desirability of 
using federal funds. The fact 
of it is that Dr. Martin Luther > 
King was a hero and a martyr^ 
in one respect. In others— one ' 
thinks of his celebration of civ- ^ 
U disobedience-^e was the' 
spokesman for a point of view, 
on citizenship which in the, 
opinion of some— e.g. m^is* ; 
mortal to xivtt>soeiety.'^ ^ 'i. 

Dr. King’s discovery of the^ 
transcendent rights of the indi- 
vidual conscience is the kind^ 
of thing that killed Jim Crow 1 
; all right. But it is also the kind 
I of thing that ^ed Bobby Ken- 
I nedy. And there are those who j 
would be reluctant for that , 
reason to be co-opted, as im- \ 
plcitly they would be, in any : 
national monument construct- , 
»ed by federal funds, or any 
holiday which call^ for the 
' shutting down of national insti-' 
tutions. " j 

Surely what makes sen^ 
here, as so often Is the case, is 
to encourage people to act In 
their own behalf, to express 
^ freely> The statue 
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't S - riaius.Tl n Delano Robsevelt 
in London was built by the 
contributions of the British 
people, collected on a volun- 
tary basis. When Sen. Robert 
A. Taft died his friends, feel- 
ing deeply his loss, instituted a 
Robert Taft Institute, one pur-> 
pose of which was to collect 
money to construct a carillon 
on the park outside the Capi- 
;tol. ‘ ' s: » ' J* ■ 

: True, the government deed- 
^ ed over a few square feet of. 
i sod for the use of tbe friends 
;of Robert Taft. And surely it. 

>ould be a sensible compro- 
^mise, in the present impasse, 
for the government to do as 
' much for the friends of Martin 
Luther King. But let them 
then raise the money from 
private sources. 

' Memorials so constructed. 

' may ^ less grand than tbe 
behemoflis undertaken by Act 
of Congress. But they are in 
many ways more irnpressive. 

' And surely it is fitting, under The Washington Post 
the circumstances, to follow Times Herald 



the prec^ent: Ev®® The Washington Daily News 

1 friends of Robert Kennedy in- 
tend to do. / V- i 


fe': 


f. 


The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

i Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) 


j " Above all, Mrs. King should New York Post 

• be counseled to slop the ra^ York Times _ 

: isl-talk. Because more of that, i 

, and she will antagonize those The Sun (Baltimore) 

, whom there is’no purpose in The Daily World 

: antagonizing. U is. Ume to New Leader 

mute the memory of one Mar- 

tin Luther King, tbe advocate The Wall Street Journal 
of civil disobedience who once The National Observer . 
likened America’s foreign poll- p , ,^ ’ ' . 

cy to Nazi-Germany’s: And ® 

i stress instead the qu^tiM Examiner (Washington) . 

1 that made him admirable— fus, 

f courage, his moral strength,' 

his great eloquence. That is 
not accomplished by attrlbut- , 
ing racism to Nixon a<i-. 
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While House 

Bach ^iinjr 
Memorial . 


13 y Carroll Kilpatrick 

■W iifhlin 'on Pcii filter 

^Vhile House otficlals ex- 
pressed surprise and dismay 
yesterday that Mrs, Martin 
Luther King Jr. believed they 
were uninterested in 'helping ' 

establish a memorial lo her , 

husband. ♦ ^ : 

■ Mrs. King was quoted as 
saying that " President Nixon’s ' 
attitude, his lack of real con- 
cern. suggests that he has not * 
evolved from racist reflexes. 

Leonard Garment, special 
consullatil lo the President, 
said that the administration X. 

supports the Idea for establish. ^ 

mciit of an Institute for'Alr^ ^ 
American Affairs In Dr. lOng • ^ 

memory. Vr » •', 

AVhilc it declined lo support 
a Itlartin Luther King national 
park it agreed lo provide help 
in establishing a private me- U 

mo rial park to his memory, 

Garment explained. V \ 

Mrs. King’s break-off In 
talks with the administration, 
apparently re.suUed from dlfd 
agreement over the park plan.) \ r 
Robert H. Finch, Secretary? 
of HeaUh, Education and Welq 

fare.vyifcitcd Mrsl King ^n , 
Atlanta in April and wrote] 

• her In June about federal *up.^ 
port for such -an Institute,^ 

Garment said. 

On Aug. L Garment wrote 
Mrs. King that the President 
^'has expressed great Interest”! ^ 

In seeing that a suitable mem-i 
orial is established lo the? 

memory of Dr. King. ' 1 

‘‘Secretary Finch- hasi 
' already communicated with- 
you fllwut the administration 
providing financial assislancCj 
for the InsUtulo for Afro-j 
American Affair*, a 
memorial which we feel would 
^ «crve the double Purpose of D£r/ 2 
honoring the name of Martini 
Luther King and of perpetual- 1 ^ / 

Ing the ideas for which he. 
struggled,” Garment wrote, t NOT 
"In Addition, although we; 

ATP not prepared at the presv 46 g 
ent lime lo propose lcgi.^la-i 

lion requesting the creation j 

of a nev/ national park. we| 
arc prepared to look for funds | 
to assist in the establishment 
of A private memorial park. 

Garment saul that bolh the 
Joiio!<on »n*I Nixon atimlnia-. - - 

traUonv hail conildrred 
fur a memorial to 

KJnc and that the Nixon ad- . 

ministration concluded that lti i ^ 
would support an idea for > *’ 

■ living memorial, providing ; 

services, embodied In an In- ; ‘ In- 
stitute. V 

The first Ihc White House.., 
knew that Mrs. King was urn, 
happy about the plans was , X 
when she nmde her slalemenl ^ 
last week that the adininlstra- - 
Hon was not interested. Gar- ^ . .. . 

ment said. *r ?' '/ 
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Cecr ,u known as 

10/ ' S 'niviKOvi !.o U:e ir. the slaying of 

tiuc’c V,'.cr. t ‘-hom a Ne-ro. He told the 
hii'^ ''■> ■ i'i'-'. I'la., “I hate you au — - 

:\.ol ssrry lor is the Wife of 
t‘*^ I hiUtcl." He also said he 

he should iug^set free because society 


had him. 
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^larly designated for &uch 


The Hojsc passed and 

The Hojsc Interior Commit- 


h;-)ped to the Senate yester 


v-M V\ , v T tec’s favorable report on the 

:jy a biu that \nou,u ban a Congress must 

epeat of las: year’s muddy ‘conserve ?he values con- 
<i-.ur recti on City e n c a rn p- tained in the various units of 
tf'Ul near the Lincoln ;noino- ^hc National Park Systcin. 

The panel said the Interior 
ihc measure, }iassi‘d by Secretary’s amhority is now 
.M aa roii Cc.ll vote, directs broad. It was former 

..I ‘The Secretary of the ln-> Secretary Stewart Udall who 
ericr shall not permit camp-' ^ approved the Southern Chris- 
r*; or overnight occupancy orvitian Leadership Conference’s- 
- t erection of any temporary ‘I use of the grounds near the 
shelter “vxcept on iands ‘Te- j Linc oln Memorial for a six- 


week Poor Peoples’ camp-ln, 
A dissenting committee mi- 
nority said the bill limits the 
Interior Secretary’s flexibility 
ill dealing with a crisis. 

Rep. William F. Ryan, D- 


Dr. Ktag t^clicoi 

^ The Prince Georges schoot , 

\ beard has r-.imed a new Jimiar 
\ high bchcrol f^ the Lae Dr. 

^ Martin ^Luthciy Jr. The 
^ Arimicnuale Pr-,.d school is ^ 
scheduled to open in the fall of 
J97L 




N.Y., principal architect of the 
dissent contended that the bill 
is nothing more than ''an afr 
ter-ihe-fact reprimand of th’.5 
former Secretary of the Interil 
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Day after day mnihnaa 
has brought loUcife from peo- 
ple eager to prove Ihat the late 
Robert F. Kennow did not, as 
attorney general, 4rgc and ap- 
pro ve.<<k wire tap oS Dr. Marlin 
Lujh.c Living because tit con- 
sidered King a security risk. 

I have also received a batch 
of letters from persons happy 
to call Senator Kennedy *‘a 
phony who posed as a great 
friend of the King family*’ 
even while knowing that he 
had approved a gross intrusion * 
of the civil rights leader’s pri-* 
vacy. 

Oddly enough, many ietters 
on botli sides refer vaguely to . 
a so-called debate last year 
between Kennedy and Eugene 
McCarthy as proof of the point 
they hope to make. 

The program these many 
readers refer to was ABC’s 
“Issues and Answers” of June 
1, 1068. The transcript shows 
ABC's Bill Lawrence asking . 
Kennedy about reports that 
“as attorney general you spe* 
cifically authorized or con- ; 
doned a wiretap on Martin Lu- 
ther King. Is this true?” 

Kennedy replied: “I was in- 
volved as attorney general, 
had the responsibility for the 
national security of the United 
States. Under an agreement 
that was made by Franklin 
Rocsev^eir in 1940, the.attsr^X ^ 

v/rs given permission. - 
to give approval of a wiretap j 
— I never gave any permis- > 
sion for bugging. Nobody was 
. given, nor was any permission , 
asked tor, in any case. 

“I was given permission to 
wiretap in cases that involved 
the national security of the ; 

i United States, where the direc- 
tor of the Federal Bureau of 
I Investigation and others felt * 
that the national security of 
the Unilcd Slates was tiircat- 
cnod. 

“I have never discussed in- 
dividual cases, and it would be 
a violation of the law if 1 did, 
no matter what the political 
benefits might be for me. But ’ 
what I do want to say is as far 
as Marlin Luther King is con- 
cerned, he was a loya^dcdi- 
cated American \vhcr,*"tu my 
judgment, made a 
cozHr»iarvxuix« to thls country,” 

' 5 5augi2'^' 


/-Now, vrbat arc the friend;; cs. ' 
foes of the late senator to » 
make of that disjointed, some- 
what evasive, obviously em- : 
barrassed reply? 

First, I consider it an admis- 
sion that Kennedy approved 

( the wiretap because “the 
director of the FBI and others 
felt that the national security 
of the U.S. was tlireatencd.” 

We also note that Kennedy 
emphasized Uiat he did not i 
consider King a security risk, 
but “a loyal, dedicated Ameri- 
can.” This is completely con- 
|trary to FBI Director J. Edgar 
tlloover’s allegation that Ken- 
nedy urged him to wiretap 
I ; King. 

» Only knowledgeable readers 
I will catch the significance of 
J Kennedy’s remark that he 
“never gave any permission 
’ for bugging.” 

Kennedy knew that the dirt 
|thc FBI was hauling to Capitol 
Hill and into editorial offices 
in an effort to destroy King 
had not come from the wire- 
tap; it had come primarily 
from bugging King’s suite at 
the Willard Hotel here in 
I Washington and from the bug* 

' ging of other hotel rooms and 
' apartments. 

I That, dear confused readers, 

I is the record of the TV debate.^ 
But may I repeat that* the 
|“Kennedy or Hoover?” argu- 
ment is irrelevant to 
points I have made in earlier 
columns. I never wrote that 
|Hoover installed “a wiretap” 
without Kennedy’s approvaL I - 
Jsaid the FBI has used illegal ^ 
^wiretaps and hoggings. (Note ! 
|how careful Hoover and his i 
spokesmen have been to say ; 
nothing about buggings. They " 
assumed, apparently correct* 
ly, that the public and most of 
the press did not know the ^ 
difference between a wiretap , 
'puu tt bug and would' 4uk;kijr** 

get rin a smoJccscicc^ 
about Kennedy and the wire- 
-tap.) 

' 1 said the taps and bug* 
gings were immoral and un- 
Amcrican and that the use to 
Jwhich the FBI put mnlCiial 
from the surveillance was des- 
picable, to say the least 
What the public needs to fo- 
‘ cus on is cot person aliUes--not 
Jfi a blind loyalty to a Kennedy^ 
^^rsTKlhg, or a Hoover^ . ^ ^ . 


,, The- xsuc is the cKtest- tc- ( 
which we, in our fear or frus- 
tration, will permit the erosion 
of basic Constitutional rights 

and the invasion of privacy. 

I Alty. Gen. John Mitchell has 
claimed an almost devine 
right to put electronic surveil- 
lance on almost anyone he 
thinks is out to subvert the 
status quo. He claims that this 
right flows to him through the 
President and that no court 
approval or supervision is re- 
, quired. 

‘ This kind of ominous as- 
, sumption of power raises is- 
sues that transcend any fuss 
over the personalities in- 
volved- 
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Tfie*king Case fs Closed 




' Righteous anger was unconfined 
I in Liberalville last month when it 
was revealed in a federaH.^ourt 
hearing that Martin Luth er^K ing 
jhad been under an FBI wiretap' 
from 1961 until his death. 


partment records were available 
to prove it..,. , . , , 



A great hush fell over Liberal- 

~ vine. : . 


f The expected public figures and 
expected newspapers quickly fell 
'Into line behind syndicated colum* 
,|aist Carl Rowan, and in the name 
fof everything holy began chanting 

{ or the resignation of J. Edgar 
ioover. For he had, they alleged, 
‘ordered the wiretap on his own. 

c ' 

f If publicly pressed, most of 
.those chanters would have insisted 
(they had nothing against Hoover 
personally, mind you, but simply 
believed that anyone who could 
• s aspect King of wrongdoing did 
not deserve a position of high re- 
sponsibility. “Highanded ... vi- 
cious , . . dangerous . . . ridicu- 
Jous,” the adjectives pinned on the 
jFBI chief were almost endless. 

I (Then Hoover dropped the bomb:' 
former Atty. Gen. Robert F. Ken- 


All the righteous anger that had 
right up to the Hoover in- 
nouncement — paraded noisily 
and down its streets was suddenly 
shushed and yanked behind bolted 
doors like a jiaughty child. The 
wiretap of Dr. King ceased to be 
an issue in the twinkling of a lie. 


,iedy himself authorized the tap, 
/be saidr ■XriTT ■F’BI and Justice Be— 


[ But, you ask, if they called Hoo^ 
•ver's action highhanded, viciot^,"' 
dangerous and r i d i c u 1 o u]s, 
shouldn’t they, in fairness, - have 
labeled the. Kennedy action wjth 
the same adjectives? In fact, 
wouldn’t their failure to do that 
very thing suggest that Liberal- 
ville’s residents, rather than being 
genuinely shocked over the treat- 
ment of Dr. King,' simply saw the 
issue as a bench to stand on in 
I order to reach Hoover’s scalp? ^ 

■’*^Those are valid questions. ! 
don’t bother putting them to 
citizens of Liberalvflle: j E.or 
■tiffe King case is closed.' • 
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Link King WitSrrop ' 
a Communisjs^ ' 

^ WASHINGTON, D. C. — Private air- 
jing of the FBPs recording o£ private con- 
versations Dr, Martin Luthe£iKing condu- 
ed with his protest advisers could go a long ! 
way toward changing the image of the slain 
civil rights leader. / , / ^ 

Summaries of the recordings, as re- . 
vealed to members of House Appropriation ■ 
Subcommittee, headed by Rep. John J. 
Rooney (D.N.Y.) clearly indicate that King : 
was in direct contact with one of the most | 
influential communists in the U.S. ] 

With leads obtained from their elec- ^ 
Itronic eavesdropping, the FBI was able to \ 
confirm that this Kremiin agent, whose ^ 

the Communist Purty, USA, was one of 
King's ghost writers and chief advisers on 
protest strategy. 

In addition to the evidence gained 
|from the King recordings, the FBI succeed- 
ed in taking several photographs of the civil 
rights leader meeting with this covert com- ' 
munist operator at one of the major U.S. 
airports. 

King, whose assassination In Memphis, 
Tenn., in April, 1968, is still carried as an 
J*Vpen investigation'' by the FBI, was first 
put under surveilkance in 1961 when the 
late Robert Kennedy was attorney general. 

Although Kennedy after leaving the 
Justice Department denied any knowledge 
|of the King's surveillance, FBI and Justice ^ 
department records show he authorized the : 


during 


rvv^-foi*on/,zi Viv 


I FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, then Deputy 
Attorney General Micholas de Katzenbach, 

and ianotber high-ranking FBI aide. 

s 

The surveillance of King, now under 
fire by several large East Coast newspapers, 
was the outgrowth of information the FBI 
agents obtained during its investigation of 
another national security case. 
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several times by one of the persons under -^/O 

surveillance m the case, it was decadedx^ / 

that the civil rights leader should be place(fv — 


under close observation. 

I The FBI inquiry, which continued for i 
several years, involved King's trip to Swe- 
den and East Germany as well as his pre- 
parat jjpns I^ ad the so called " Poor ^m y 
Campaign" , to ’ disrupt . W ashingluul 


not RECOHDED^ — 
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FOR THE RECORD — Thes e, aP5i ptltft r 
still letuei uetails of King's activities were 
jrevealed by FBI Director J, Edgar Hoover 
’to members of the Rooney subcommittee 
shortly before the civil rights leader was 
slain. 

Deeply concerned about King's plans 
to disrupt Washington, the legislators had 
requested the briefing so they would be * 
prepared to blunt his assult on Congress 
should that become necess^iTy, / C \ . 

I So alarming was the EBTs data on 
King that the lawmakers took the extraor- 
dinary step of briefing House Speaker 
John McCormack. This information along 
l^vith other materials furnished by the FBI 
caused McCormack to make extensive pre- 
parations, including the alerting of military 
units, to defend the Capitol against King's 
plans to cause massive disruption. 

The House Democratic leaders, all 
strong supporters of the late President 
Kennedy, were reputedly shocked at the 
guttertype language King used in private ‘ 
conversations about the late President. 

I Other recordings in the FBI files ^ 
"dealt extensively with his private life, ac- ; 
cording to the legislators, and ^owed that 
there were two Kings, one the public knew ^ 
and the other known only to his closest . 
jfriends and the FBI. " ' ' | 

Although no government agency or ; 
commission made a study of King's long- 
range strategy of protest, there is enough 
I evidence in the files of the FBI to show , 
that King's goal was to create a mass pro- 
test movement. With the movement, King 
and bis advisers hoped to force a racial 
change in the country's form of govern- 
ment. 

King’s leadership task was to give the 
over-all movement ’"motion” and an accept- 
able ’’imago” Umt would attract millions 
of Negroes, young people, the poor, clergy, 
and those disenchanted with the Vietnam 
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Public airing of the (‘BI’s recordings 

of pnvalc convc rsaljons Dr^ Martin 

Lulhe/r King contK^tS^^iirhis protest 
'udviscfs^ould a long way toward 
changing the in^gc of the slain civil 
rights leader. | 

Summaries of fho recordings, as re- 
vealed to members of a House Appropri- 
ations subcommiucc, headed by Rep. 
John J. Rooney (D.-N.Y.), clearly in- 
dicate that King was in direct contact 
with one of the most influcnlial Com- 
munists in the U.S. 
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of the Rooney subconiiniucc shortl)(' 



before the civil riglUs leader was slainjt 


With leads obtained from their 


electronic eavesdropping^ the FBI 


1^ 
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was able to confirm that this Kremlin 
agent, w hose Influence extended into 
the highest ranks of the Communist 
Parly, U.S. A., was one of King^s 
ghost w filers and chief advisers on 
protest strategy. 


Deeply concerned about King’s plan| 
to disrupt Washington, the legislators' 
had requested the briefing so they would : 
be prepared to blunt his assault on | 
Congress should that become necessary. ' 

So alarming was the FBI’s data on 
King that the lawmakers took the extra- 
ordinary step of briefing House Speaker 
John McCormack. This information, ^ 
' along with other material furnished by . 
the FBI, caused McCormack to make i 
extensive preparations, including the.j 
, alerting of military units to defend the ] 
Capitol against King’s plans to cause 
massive disruption. . | 


m. 




) In addition to the evidence gained 
tfrom the King recordings, the FBI suc- 
; cccdcd in taking several photographs of' 
the civil rights leader meeting with this 
covert Communist opcralor#at one of 
the major U.S. airports. 

King, whose assassination in Memphis, j 
T enn., in April 1968, is still carried as‘ 
an ‘’open investigation” by thc\FBI,* 
was first pul under government surveil- 
lance in 1961 when the late Robert 
Kennedy was attorney general . 

Although Kennedy after leaving’^ the 
Justice Department denied any know- 
ledge of King’s surveillance, FBI and 
Justice Department records show he 
authorized the inquiry during a confer- 
ence attended by FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover, then -Deputy AUy. Gen, 

, Nicholas dc Katzcnbach, and another 
high-ranking FBI aide. 

The surveillance of King, now under 
fire by several 'lai’gc East Coast niws- 
papers, was the outgrowth of informa- 
tion that the FBI agents obtained during 
its investigation of another national sec- 
urity case. 

When King’s 'name was mentioned 
several times by one of the persons under 
surveillance in the case, it was decided 
that the civil rights leader should be 
placed under close observation. 

Tlic FBI inquiry, wkich continued for 
^ several years, involved King’s trips to 
Sweden and East Germany as well as 
his preparations to lead the so-called 


The House Democratic leaders, 
all strong supporters of the late 
President Kennedy, were reputedly 
shocked at the gutter-type language 
King used in private conversations 
about the late President. 


Other recordings in the FBI files dealt 
extensively with his private life, according 
to the legislators, and showed that there 
were two Kings— one the public knew 
and the other known only to his closest 
friends and the FBI. . 


Although no government agency o 
commission has made a study of King* 
long-range strategy of protest, there is *; 
enough evidence in the files of the FBI r 
to show that King’s goal was to create [' 
a mass protest movement. With the j 
movement. King and his advisers hoped J 
lo'forcc a radical change in this country’s • 
form of government. 


King’s leadership task was to give 
the over-all movement “motion” and 
an acceptable “imagc“lhal would attract 
millions of Negroes, young people, the 
poor, clergy, and those disenchanted with 
the Viet Nam war. . , 
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His 


tactics in changing his protest 
leadership from one of civil rights to, j 
anti-war, anti-poverty, and anti-govern- t 
ment during the closing days of his l 
life were part of this grand strategy. ) 
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• Whether most of these FBI recordings, 
since many of them deal with national 
security cases still under investigation, 
will ever be revealed by the Nixon 
Administration is conjectural. 
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I hcsc and other still-sccrei details of 


Should supporters of King, however, 
pump new life into the stalled drive in 
Congress to create a national holiday 
honoring hinq denmiuls cmdd bccoin^ 
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The late Rev, Or. Martin Luther King 
allecedly had conversations with an 
inlluentiaiU.S. Communistt * ' 

that occurs, the "Martin Luther King 
tapes" could become big news. 

For now, the only public confirmation :■[ 

. of the King recordings comes from ' 
Houston Federal Judge Joe Ingraham’s \ 
hearing involving the case of former | 
heavyweight boxing champion Cassius ^ 
Clay. ( 

Testimony by FBI agents in the [ 
Houston hearing revealed that conversa- t 
lions of King and Clay were, recorded. | 
In one instance, Judge Ingraham pro* 1' 
nounced it a matter of national security i 
and refused to let it be made public, .-j 

Clay, convicted of draft dodging in J 
June 1967, and sentenced to five years *1 
in prison, is appealing his conviction. | 
The U.S. Supreme Court ordered \ 
Ingraham to hold a hearing to see 
whether illegal wiretap testimony was 
used to convict Clay. . i 

' Both the movement to mark King’s 
birthday as a national holiday and the 
Houston court hearing dearly indicate 
that the final chapter in the Marlin . 
Luther King story is yet to be written. 








I O "Sourc^close to FBI Director J. Eagar Hoover 
report that bureau files are “brimming over" with 
memos signed by former Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy 
authorizing electronic surveillance not only of l\^rtin 
Luther King but other Negro militants. “This sort 
of stuff could seriously hurt Teddy in the militant 
community/' said one high-level source who has 
seen the documents. 


O Former Atty. Gen. Nicholas Katzenbach 
changed stories in mid-stream last week as he 
attempted to defend Bobby Kennedy in the wiretap 
rOntroversy. First, Katzenbach said he knew afe- 
iolutely nothing about the tap. Twenty-four houls 
ater, the former A.G. agreed that Bobby h» 
signed the wiretap authorization^but implied that 
|it wasOhe-ESrs idea, ^ 
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Drowning’ Men 


The e>thical perversi on of the 
Kenne<Jy an4 J^inson administra*. 


tion waa never 
than in the coi 
torney general 


illustrated better 
!uct of former at-' 
[Nicholas Katzen- 


bach and Ramsey 7!nark vrhen the 
revealed it has been wiretapp- 
ing the telephone conversations of • 
Martin Lutherl ving a s a matter of 
eecurity. 

Clark denied knowing anything ' 
about the wiretapping and called*: 
^pon FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover > 
to retire. Moreover, Clark was, 
quoted by Negro columnist Carl 
Rowan as saying that “The impli- , 
cation that people thought Dr., 
King was a security threat is out-j 
rageous.” 

; The first time he was asked - 
*. about it, Katzenbach, too, said he 
knew nothing about it. The very? _ 
next day, however, he reversed him- 
self and said that he not only knew 
! about it but that Robert F. Ken-j ’ 
nedy, when attorney general, had'.rv, 
' "personally authorized” the wire- 
tap. 

But, Katzenbach added: “To^ 
say or imply that this tap was the_ 
original conception of Robert Ken»^ 
nedy , « » . is fal.se.” 

I Katzenbach said the FBI urged 
him “over and over" to approval 
jthe wiretap because the FBI be- 
lieved King was either a Communist. : 
or a tool of the Communist Party, j 
As he had done just 24 hours ^ 
earlier, Katzenbach had lied about' 
|this, too. And Mr. Hoover quickly^ 
proved it. 

" In an interview with a Washing-^ i 

iver stat*; 

j proy^ the wireta^£^/K|ng— but^ 
h»Sjjij«?ted itI.V-.; -.'A ■ 


j,. Mr,., Hoover said the stgnsture^ 

“Robert F. Kennedy" was on the ^ 
approval, and a memorandum from j 
Courtney Evans, a close friend of i 
IKenncdy and the Justice .Depart-,, 
Jment’s liaison to the FBI, showed 
Kennedy had initiated the wiretap. * 

The contents of the memos have I 
not been made public, but they were *; 
shown to the Washington Star re- • 
porter to veaify that they contain- , 
|ed the information Mr. Hoover said' 
they did. 

According to The Star reporter, ^ 
Jeremiah O’Leary, Kennedy ex- .; 
pressed concern in one memoran- -j 
dum about possible infiltration of 
the race issue by Marxists and , 
spoke of allegations that King was > 
closely associated with Marxist 
’ Ideas and followers. In that memo- 
■ random, Kennedy asked about the 
• feasibility of installing electronic ' 
r Afc'unf.efs. on King’s telephony* 
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ten 


^T-ho . second memorandujn, writ- ; 
four’ months later by Hoover 'c 


S to Kennedy, stated that it was now ' 
; technically feasible to apply wire-' 
taps to King’s telephones in two 
places, one of them an unnamed 
location in New York. The memo-, 
(randura constituted the FBI’a re- 
) quest for authority to propeed with 
the wiretap proposed by Kennedy 
■ four .mo nths earlier, and hsaasgia 
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Icft-han'd conie-P: Rig» -v 

. . .: nature “Robert F. Kennedy." Under 
' the name is the date "10-10-63." ' 

I Hoover declined to com- •* 

TnenL>*<5'l#*lhe results of the wire- 
tapjang:. But he did say the taps 
wer| discontinued on April ' 30/ j 
■ 1964 Katzenbach was serving as V 
t- attortey-general then. * 

f' ' Thus, Katzenbach and Clark j 
^ not only branded themselves as j 
: t liars, men whose word is not to be i 

, trusted, they also revealed them- ^ 

' selves to be stupid. For, as fornier l 
' attornej-5 general, experienced m'| 

' jdealing with Mr. Hoover, they ; 

, ^hould have known that Mr. Hoover 
^ could document anything he said — . i 
and would not hesitate, to do »o in t 
I the interest of national security^ 

■ < and to preserve the integrity of the;-' 

r Throughout his adult Ufetime,1 
• V. Martin Luther King played fast and } 

I loose with Communists, their fronts | 

“ and fellow-travelers. He attended i • 
\ ^' Communist training ■ echools; he.\ 

'• employed Communists; he associat-'l 
ed with them, and* he espous^ j 
; ; many Marxist ideas. He followed.! 

^the Marxist line on the Vietnam j 
i;war. He took ji-Jinpg himself toV 
’ seize private property in Chicago;' ' 
Land to collect the rents upon it. I 
, E He flouted the law and he preach- 1 
■; ^ed hatred, not love. In a remark- . 

V table interview with a Now York' 

: i < Times roporlor ho revealed that hls^ 
-philosophy of non-violonce consist-l 
j^ted of taunting, and, if necessary, ^- 
• attacking law officers so that he) 

•.* j could accuse them of “violence” j 
iy^»^r^ey defended thems6»7cSi=^ ^ - 


■ Xh,c6e facts are. documented. ' 
fThey cannot be refuted. To evc^ i 
•attempt to "explain” or excuse 
them is but to brand one’s self as/> 
.•intellectually depraved. Katzen-..’ 
:bach and Clark undoubtedly know J 
imuch more about King^ Commu-. " 
.nist conductions than has bcdn d'ocu- 
mented heretofore. • . 

Why, then, their attempt to de-i'^ 
4fend him by trying to smear J.L: 
|Edgar Hoover? Their lies remind:.] 
us of the desperate flailing of men'^ 
ion the verge of drowmng in a seal-? 


of-t-rut.b.^ 
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.’(ing V/irelap Controvef'' ' 

O 

W’ho “bugged” ibc lulc Dr. Martin Luther King?, 

That was the subject of a conlrovorsi'-TaBiiVg'fluoiigh 
Ihc Nation’s Capital last week, involving everyone 
from obscure forinjUiJ^tice Department officials 
to President Nixot^andwhen the smoke cleared the j 
linger pointed at adotlicr recent victim of an assassin’s 
gun: The late Se|. Robert F. Kennedy, the former 

U.S. attorney gencfcl. 

The controversy nrst -broke during the draft evasion 
hearings for former boxing champ Cassius Clay in 
Houston. Clay’s lawyers claimed evidence against the 
Black Muslim advocate was gathered through illegal 
wiretapping. Not true, said the Justice Department, 
arguing that Clay’s conversations were picked up on 
an FBI wiretap involved in a national security inves- 
tigation of another 'man. Thai wiretap, an FBI 
.igcnt revealed at the Houston hearing, was monitoring 
the phone calls of Dr. King, then head of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. 

This revelation gave a field day to those many 
factions around Washington who wish to depose 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover. Columnist Carl Rowan ! 
called for Hoover’s resignation outright, saying the 
FBI had no authorilyto lap King’s telephone. Former j 
Ally. Gen. Ramsey Clark said “the implication that ; 
people thought Dr. King- was a security threat is •’ 
outrageous.” ' 

In self-defense, Hoover himself went to the Wash- , 
ingion Evening Star, taking with him two documents " \ 
from his files. One of these was written in June 1963 : 

by Courtney Evans, then assistant director of the FBI 1 
and its liaison man with the Justice Department. 

In it Evans reported to Hoovej the substance of a 
conversation he had just had with Atty. Gep. Robert 
Kennedy, brother of the then President. \ 

Kennedy. Evans reported, was concerned over pos- 
sible innitration of the civil rights movement by 

I Communists and other Marxist types and was alarmctl , 
at reports that Dr. King, then unofficial leader of . 
the movement, was associating with known Communists 
and was a student of Marxism. Evans told Hoover \ 
that Kennedy had then inquired as to the possibility . 
of the FBI’s installing electronic listening devices ! 
on King’s telephones. . 

The second memorandum Hoover showed Evening ] 
<S/or reporters last week was dated Oct. 7, 1963— nearly i 
six weeks before the assassination of President John | 
F. Kennedy— and constituted an FBI request for 
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(Prior (a (his authori 2 ation, Hoover lold the Sveningfj 
S/ar, FBI^ officials had in fact questioned Kcnncdy|| 
on the wisdom of tapping King’s phone lines in vicvjj 
of possible political repercussions. Kennedy, however, " 
was adamant, said Hoover.) 

Capping off his self-defense. Hoover declared: 
have never authorized installation of technical < 
^ electronic devices without written authority of the 
attorney general/* 

The question of who was responsible for authorizing 
’ wiretaps during Kennedy’s tenure as attorney general 
' flared up briefly after the late President’s brother had 
become r, U.S. senator from New York. Hoover 
and (he (hen-Sen. Kennedy exchanged accusations over 
who bore the responsibility for use of hidden micro- 
phones in investigations (no names of subjects being 
mentioned) and angry letters were sent back and forth. 

It is reported that the FBI quickly reminded Kennedy 
it still had authorizations signed by him in its files, ^ 
The public battle rapidly subsided. 

But now the brouhaha is in full bloom once more. ' 
Hoover’s interview with the Evening Star prompted i 
•yet another outburst from former Ally. Gen. Ramsey j 
Clark, charging that the FBI chief’s defense was some 
sort of indecency ^‘because it comes after Robert 
Kennedy and Marlin Luther King have been murdered 
in the service of humanity and arc unable to defend 
_|J)cmsclvcs.*’ Of course they were also no Icyge l^ 
alive to support Clark, either. • "§7^ \ 
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^ At his televised press conference the night thc;t 
EYcning Star story broke, reporters asked Prcsideofl 
j Nixon for his conintcnts on the controversy and! 
whether or not he still had eonfidenee in Hoovcr.i 
“Mr. Hoover docs enjoy my compjctc confidence,” 
Nixon responded, saying (hat, as for the King inci- 
dent, “I checked personally into the mutter as to 
whether or not that surveillance which had been 
discussed had been conducted by him {Hoover] and the i 
FBI, by themselves, or whether it had been, as is i 
supposed to be the case, always approved by the 
attorney general.” ' 


“I found,” Nixon concluded .“that it had always 
been approved by the attorney general, as Mr. Hoover 
testified in 1964 and 1965.” 


In light, of President Nixon's comments, one of 
the most peculiar responses to Hoover’s allegations 
came from former AUy. Gen. Nicholas Kalzcnbach. 
While conceding that Kennedy officially authorized 
the bug on King's phone lines, Kaizenbach contended 
that “to say or imply that this tap was the original 
conception of Robert Kennedy. . .'.is false.” 

“It is unworthy of the tradition of the FBI to. 
attack in this fashion the repufation of two men who,l 
cannot defend themselves,” said the Katzenbach slate- 
r!ncnt. 


Apparently it is wrong for Hoover to “attack* 


who can’t defend themselves, but it is perfectly all 
right for others to attack Hoover when the only man 
who could defend him would be Bobby Kennedy. 


But Nicholas Katzenbach is around to defend 
himself. Bobby Kennedy resigned as attorney general 
in September 1964, his assistant Nick Katzenbach 
being elevated to succeed him. The FBI’s wiretap 
on Dr. King continued until April 30, 1965, obviously 
with the new attorney general’s approval. If Katzen- 
bach is so upset over the tap on Dr. King now, 
why didn’t he slop it then? 


“TVo even more interesting question looms: Bobby," 
Katzenbach and the rest of the Kennedy entourage 
used to shower extravagant praise on the late Dr. 
King. Bobby jilcndcd the funeral, he tended to 
Mrs. King and demonstrated, at least publicly, that 
he was King’s wonderful friend. Well, maybe Pe 
was. But just what kind pf a friend is it Ihal-^ecrcliy 
laps your telephone? - . i 


If 

was. 

laps 
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Q. Is the Governor of 

. Oh/o, Jim (Rhodes, a pawn ^ ^ V ’ ^ ’ 

of ihe Mafta? — £d Humph- fl 

ries. Columbus, Ohio. ^ ^ f * * 

A, Rhodes is no pawn, but ; > t K 

as a governor subject to 7 y ' /■ . 

pressure from many i 

sources, he ccnairtly bears ^ O I 

watching. Life magazine L * 

recently reported on the stale of his finances and. 
some of bis ’decisions concerning a Mafia figure in ’ 
jait. ^ 
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Q, Is it true that Bobby Kennedy, Nick Katzenbach/ ’ 
and Ramsey Clark, each of them a U.S. Attorney 
^^Ccneral, could not get along with /. Edgar Hoover? Vi 
■What was learnefi from wiretapping the telephone 
• of Martin Luther King Jr.f Did he turn out to be a V! 
CommuhisFagenTas rumored?— V.L* Lewis, Wash-/ j 
ington, D.C * ’i 

i A. Kennedy, Clark, and Katzenbach found that Hoo- 
ver, ostensibly under orders to the justice Depart- . 

♦ Jment, ran his owa show. King's telephone was lapped / 
• because at one time he had dealings with a Com- 
- munisl lawyer. He was never, however, a Communist 
or a Communist agent. For the most part, the wire- * 
; taps revealed that King on occasion ’sub mitted Jg 
’ temptations of the flesh-.' 
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(Mount Clipping In Spoce Below) 


A Look at ihe Record 1 


On the Kiffg^heiop 


THE Marl in Lul hprlKmg Wiretap de- 
[|batc is the most tangled story to come 
out of the Washington jungle in some 
t/me. While it is manifestly impossible 
that evcr>*body is tcliing the truth, con- 
sidering the number of contradictions 
involved, it is only too easy to believe 
by now that nobody is telling the truth. 
What seems more probable is that 


I it 




! 


oothing but the truth.” 

The two most recent Attorneys Gen- 
r^I of the United States, Nicholas deB. 

I Katzenbach, Robert F, Kennedy’s! 
j immediate successor^ and Ramsey 
j Clark, KaUenbach's immediate sue- ' 
jeessor. berth have accused FBI Director 
V, Edgar Hoover of shamelessly selec- ; 
jtive use of FBI files in placing " 
J exclusive blame upon Mr. Kennedy for 
jthc wiretap that everybody agrees was . 
placed on Dr, King for a period that is ' 
still in conflict. j ;; 

\ It fis true, as has been said, that^, 
neithir Mr. Kennedy nor Dr. King is : 
diere(to defend himself from tlic differ - 1 


implications attached to *lheir 


■separate names, in Mr, Kennedy’s case 


KAff 0 t> 1 1 rtr«t /»rt^ 




¥ 


have thought at one time that Martin 
Luther King’s loyalty might be suspect, * ' 
in Dr. King's, that his loyalty was 
suspect* I 

While Dr. King could conceivably i 
lave died all unawares, it seems un- ^ 
ikely, and, as it happened, Mr. Ken- j 
ledy shortly before his own death dur- * 
ng the 19G8 presidential primary i 
campaign did have an opportunity to | 

I eny that he had ever auiharized any ' 
uch wiretap, and did deny it. 

This was Uic original point at ques- J 
lion when the issue was reopened early ^ 
Jihis month by FBI testimony in Uie ' 
draft evasion case of Muhammad Ali - 
(|Cassius Clay), the^eport of a 1964 
telephone conversation between Dr. ' 
King''SRrt\li-Clay listened in upon 
Dr. King’s end of the line. • 


aug : : 1969 ^ 


* If 


■ IN RESPONSE to a column wnllen ’ 
by Carl T.'Rowan from accounts oT the 
Ali'CIay appeal testimony, a spokes-.^ 
Jman for Director Hoover said that Mr, ■ 
Kennedy had not only authorized the 
King wiretap but that it was his whole 
idea, quite a dUiereni dimension, 
indeed, | 

Later still. Drew Pearson, who is not , 
known principally as an apologist for ■ 
|l. Edgar Hoover, reprinted portions of* 
a column published less tlian two weeks 
before Mr, Kennedy’s death that not 
only credited him with Initiating tlie 
jKing wiretap, but said that tlie FBI, 
opposed tlie idea and carried out the 
Attorney General’s order only; 
x-eluctantly, 

Messrs, Katzehbach and Clark, , 
conceding Uiat Mr. Kennedy had . 
authorized the tap, have specifically:. 

denied that he was tlxe originator or f 

.. . .1. ....... aU A. 1 • I 

mat tnc oureau w*a uic v ^ 

to \ the arrangement that it has pre- ^ 
tenl^led to be, Mr. Katrcnbac^i; ^ 
spetifically. 


*‘To say or imply that this Up was thf 
original conception of Robert Kennedy^ 
that he was the moving force in this sit- 
..uatlon— or that he had any doubts what- 
‘soever as to Dr. King’s Integrity or loyally 
Is false.” 


in I. (,!!«■ 1 . 


r*Ai-L. 


liivc” for Mr. Hoover to portray the 
|fbi as “reluctant eavesdropper” on 
Dr. King, an<i added that, in. fact, tlie 
Director was always bugging him for 
permission to bug Dr. King. / 

I And there we stand, with Mr. Hoover 
claiming ”proof” in the form of a 
memorandum based on a conversation 
between Mr. Kennedy and Courtney A. 
jEvans, then the FBI’s direct liaison 
with the Attorney General’s office. Mr. 
Evans, who since has left the Bureau, 
was unable to recall the conversation 
or the memorandum in a telephone 
interview with the Los Angeles Times, 
which he said didn’t necessarily mean 
that it hadn’t occurred. But in any 
case, he added, wouldn’t 

make a iudement on the basis of 


|one memorandum Mr.’ Hoover ^ 
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refuses to makVlWblic his "proof,’* but 
President Kixon, who says he has seen 
ft, Fas oauked the FBI director’s posi- 
tion in a carefully thougTu,T3ut“answer 
to a reporter's question that stopped 
short of agreeing outright that Mr.. 
Kennedy made the original wiretap 
proposal 

THE BIGGEST oUtcr question is the 
precise cut-ofi date of tlie wiretap. Mr.. 
Hoover says, April 30, 1965. But a 

statement attributed in the Clay appeal 
recerd at Houston, Tex., to the special 
agent originally in charge of the King 
tapj-Robert Nichols— has the eaves- 
dropping being continued to the day of 
the Negro leader’s death, April 4, 1968.^ 
•This ft of utmost importance because— 
if the latter version is the true one. It 


,vou4 n.«" j‘X 

Ichie^^ Esplcitur 

Sreports on every w>rctap>e 
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V/ILUAM F.^MiKlEY JR. 


King Y/i^stapphig P^'obe lYmranted 


It transpires th^ tlie tele- conflicting answers of what ex- 
phone pi. the RGvercncTKTuKin actly happened at that point, 
Luther King. Jr. was bugged According to former Attorney 
over-a^period of at least two j General Ramsey Clark: 
years, a bit of information of J 7) J. Edgar Hoover kept aft- 
scandalous implications which ^cr him for permission to re- 
hit the news as a result of an sumc the tapping of King*s tel- 
investigation. utterly Ungen- ephonc but the permission was 
tial. into the complicated af- denied, 
fairs of Cassius Clay. The Interesting questions: was 
chain of events is as follows: permission denied because 

1) Cassius Clay appeals his I Ramseyaark recoiled against 
conviction for refusing to I 

serve in the army. I honzation of the telephone 

2 ) His lawyers demand that | fj-uitsoftwoycars’eavesdrop- 

(the Justice Department reveal i concluded-in disa- 

what information against Clay lc,,.oement with Hoover-that 
they got from the tapping of | findings did not justify a 
his telephone. j continuation of the tap? Were 

3) Among Clay's telephone 'Ij. Edgar Hoover’s personal 


conflicting answers of what ex- , had not revealed anything of 
actly happened at that point. | sufficient value to justify the ] 
According to former Attorney { continuing violation of Martin ’ 
General Ramsey Clark: Luther King’s privacy. 

i 7) J. Edgar Hoover kept aft- 1 1 3) That J. Edgar Hoover’s 
*cr him for permission tore- disagrcementwasalsorespon- 
sumc the tapping of King’s tel- able, i.e., that Katzcnbach 
ephonc but the permission was and Qark were not motivated 
denied. by a fear of the political influ- ; 

Interesting questions; was jence of King, and Hoover was ‘ 
permission denied because not motivated by any desire to' 
Ramsey Clark recoiled against t persecute king. 

Robert Kennedy’s original au- , ^ 

Ihorization of the telephone " 

tap? Because, surveying the . 4) That Martin Luther King i 

fruits of two years’ eavesdrop- | was not in fact in dalliance, 
ping, he concluded-in disa- with enemies of the republic, ' 
Igroement with Hoover-that nor was he planning grave in- ^ 
the findings did not justify a t ternal disruptions. 

, Any way you add it up, what 

fj. Edgar Hoovers personal 


conversations w^cre some with | passions involved? In 1964 
Dr. Martin Luther King, which ;|Hoover denounced King in an 
conversations it turns out j interview with a journalist, 
jwere overheard by the FBI not [ damning him as ‘The most no- 
because Clay’s telephone was torious liar in the country.” 
being tapped but because 
King’s telephone was being ★ 

Jlhf FBl‘'?on“. ^itTs S I 


being tapped. The reason for 
it. a spokesman said, was that 
the allegation had reached 
Alty. Gen. Robert Kennedy 
that MLK was keeping very 


' Wi- K.' 


duty in the South in tracking^^ 
down civil tights* violations.^ 
That charge against the execu- 
tive w’as so routine that sophis- 
ticated observers ruminated at 


bad company, most ^ Hoover had 

alyonemdividualwhose^^^ graver against 

plicity with the Communist i merely King’s use 

'J'®® ; of the usual polemic against 

Jthat the FBI on Kennedy’s establishment’s law enfor- 

orders, tapped King’s line. pprs What? 


[ King than merely King’s use p 
[ of the usual polemic against v 
\ the establishment's law enfor- h 
cers. What? ill 

How then does it stand? Sup- s 
1 pose that one gives every one « 
I of the principals the benefit of i 
[ the doubt. In that case one e 
( assumes: t 

1) That Robert Kennedy had i 
prim a facie grounds for be- 1 
lieving that the best interests i 
of U*e internal security war- f 
ranted tapping the telephone j]r 
of Martin Luther King. ht 

t 2) That Nicholas Katzen-|l> 


5) That went on for two 
years, stretching several 
months after Robert Kennedy 
was replaced as attorney gen- 
crai ^ Nicholas Katzcnbach. 

Jriie FBI gave it to be under- 
stood that Katzcnbach ratified 
Kennedy’s instructions to tap 
King’s telephone. 

6) Sometime in 1965 the taps 
apparently stopped. It is a 
question to which one receives 
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bach decided responsibility in j | gressional investigation, which 
1965 that the telephone taps |i should now go forward. 


Any way you add it up, what ; 
we have here is a crisis of ‘ 
confidence. Those who oppose 
Robert Kennedy from the Icft^ 
will rush in to say that here is ► 

’ posthumous evidence that " 
Kennedy was after all a Me- ) 
Carthyite. Those who oppose* 
him from the right will judge \ 
that here is evidence afresh of ? 
Kennedy’s ruthlessness. Those 
who oppose wiretapping m j 
principle will proclaim that] 
here is a classical example of ’ 
the wanton use of wiretapping J 
which has resulted in loosing : 
nothing more than rumors ; 
about King’s personal life. 

I Those who distrust Hoover . 
will say that here is an exam- 
ple of his desire to use the 
wiretap in order to validate a . 
bias he expressed in 1954. 
JThQse who trust Hoover will 
say that here is the dispassion- 
ate public servant urging the ' 
ideologized successors of Rob- ’ 
ert Kennedy to permit the wire- 
tapping of someone whose 
telephonic conversations were 
in fact national security busi- 
ness. , 
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I The crisis of confidence war- * 
] rants, even at the expense of , 
j the posthumous privacy of \ 
IMartin’ Luther Kmg, a Con- 
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l{ing Wiretapping Probe Warrant^ 


It transpires that the tele- 
phone of tha.Revcrend Martin 
Luther King, Jr. was bugged 
over a period of at least two 
years, a bit of information of 
scandalous implications which 
hit the news as a result of an 
investigation, utterly tangen- 
tial, into the oomplicated af- 
fairs of Cassius Clay. The 
chain of events is as follows: 

1) Cassius Clay appeals his 
conviction for refusing to 
serve in the army. 

2) His lawyers demand that 
the Justice Department reveal 
what information against Clay 
they got from the tapping of 
his telephone. 

3) Among Clay’s telephone 
conversations were some with 
Dr. Martin Luther King, which 
conversations it turns out 
were overheard by the FBI not 
because Clay’s telephone was 
being tapped but because 
King’s telephone w'as being 
tapped, 

4) All hell breaks loose. Yes, 
the FBI conceded, it is true 
that the telephone of MLK was 

' being tapped. The reason for 
f it, a spokesman said, was that 
[ the allegation had reached 
AUy. Gen, Robert Kennedy 
MLK was keeping very 
kbau company, most specilic- 
& ally one individual whose com- 
f- plllcity with the Communist 
1 movement w^as suspect, so 
p'lhal the FBI, on Kennedy’s 
I :*Wdcrs, tapped King’s line. 


S) That went on br two 
|V5wi, ilretching several 
alter Robert Kennedy 
replaced as attorney gen- 
& 2?^ ^ Nicholas Kiilzcnbnch. 
FBI fitvQ U to he under- 
that Katzonbaeh ratified 
Instructions to tap 
kkpboDo. 

in 1965 the taps 
Stepped. It is a 
f 1*^^ one receives 


conflicting answers of what ex- 
actly happened at that point. 
According to former Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark: 

7) J, Edgar Hoover kept aft- 
er him for permission to re- 
sume the tapping of King’s tel- 
ephone but the permission was 
denied. 

Interesting questions; was 
permission denied because 
Ramsey Clark recoiled against 
Peh^rt Kennedy’s original au- 
thorization of ibe telephone 
tap? Because, surveying the 
fruits of two years’ eavesdrop- 
ping, he concluded— in disa- 
greement with Hoover— that 
the findings did not justify a 
continuation of the tap? Wre 
J. Edgar Hoover’s personal 
passions involved? In 1964 
Hoover denounced King in an 
interview with a journalist, 
damning him as “the most no- 
torious liar in the country.” 


The ostensible reason for 
this denunciation was King s 
accusation against the FBI 
that they wore not doing their 
duty in the South in tracking 
down civil rights’ violations. 
That charge against the execu- 
tive was so routine that sophis- 
ticated observers ruminated at 
the time that Hoover had 
something graver against 
King than merely King’s use 
of the usual polemic against 
the establishment’s law enfor- 
cers. What? 

How then docs it stand? Sup- 
pose that one gives every one 
of the principals the benefit of 
the doubt. In that case one 
assumes : 

1) That Robert Kennedy had 
prima facie grounds for be- 
lieving Hint the l)osl intcre.sts 
of the internal sccurily war- 
ranled tapping the telephone 
of Martin Luther King. 

2) That Nicholas Katzen- 
each decided responsibly in 
19G5 that the telephone taps 


had not revealed anything of 
sufficient value to justify the 
continuing violation of Martin 
Luther King’s privacy. 

3) That J. Edgar Hoover’s 
disagreement w as also respon- 
sible, i.e., that Katzenbach 
and Clark were not motivated 
by a fear of the political influ- 
ence of King, and Hoover was 
not motivated by any desire to 
persecute king. 


4) That Martin Luther King 
was not in fact in dalliance 
with enemies of the republic, 
nor was he planning grave in- 
ternal disruptions. 

Any way you add it up, what 
we have here is a crisis of 
confidence. Those who oppose 
Robert Kennedy from the left 
will rush in to say that here is 
posthumous evidence that 
Kennedy was after all a Mc- 
Carthyite. Those who oppose 
him from the right will judge 
that here is evidence afresh of 
Kennedy’s ruthlessness. Those 
who oppose wiretapping in 
principle will proclaim that 
here is a classical example of 
the wanton use of wiretapping 
which has resulted in loosing 
nothing more than rumors 
about King’s personal life. 

Those who distrust Hoover 
wili say that here is an exam- 
ple of his desire ^o use the 
wiretap in order to validate a 
bias he expressed in 1964. 
Those who trust Hoover will 
say that here is the dispassion- 
ate public servant urging the 
ideologized successors of Roth 
ert Kennedy to permit the w'ire- 
tapping of someone whose 
telephonic conversations were 
in fact national security busi- 
ness. 

The crisis of confidence w^ar- 
ranls, evejt at 4.110 expense of 
the posthumous privacy of 
Martin Luther King, a Con- 
gressional investigation, which 
should now go lor waiH. J 
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Ov ra :vi iVC ioiutnni;>t . \ViU 
• r>u ‘k^oy. is dead ^vron;; 
V. i' r "■ ; ^ ca'i ' i a .u c on ■^ .s : o r. a i 
‘ inoa:.;- ; a: r-ricr, U r:Osl pn.aii\’n- 
Iv Is /a. fMr:!aori r>i:d :nicliiya::i 
. Cnn;:rcs>n:oa rcalii^c onitc wcVi lii:*!: 
the '‘■hole aiiaii' should be ou icily 
di 0]^pc«.a 

The Kin; \ not an was brouriht 
into the io"e;:T>aiid ay:hn inol clis- 
clnscd for i.,a .nsi lime, as BuckTy 
hei:c\cs“ tin- i,n- the Cassius C!:.y 
trial in Kou.aan. Then. Cie sv nriienlcd 
i’o:u:r.:*hsl. r-.rl Rowan, asked tin- 1 
J Hoove:’ rcl :i’c on ihe ba^^jis-of Uic 
Kin; v/ ; r e i : ' ■ ' , e s l i m o n >’ . 

Rov:\.'. ]):-s scrwicl liic Kecieral 
;ovriTi'n 'in. v. o i as arinKi.-.:uuior lo 
]/*rl; !ui uui >'‘’h lh(' r.dA nnrl is a 

ll.'UiO' I : K lii ol)..r!\t'l ki. |U‘* 

n 1 >.'*‘sv\ Vi'C :n Ha'' s.i iu' 

inUii', 1:0 i’,m k I -hlvC ah ne\\siiu*n, 

‘ Tno M'Ujv ' is livii= any KlU 
' (!: . C‘' or .:r;; i'\A dirotiU):; will 
bp TorVed to lake nccdUn^^, supernu- 
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Olv s.aonally, however, J’oi' (he 
s.n^o id u.v.sn ihe clircclor.: 

must set li:c :‘oc:o:d slraiahh In this 
; I luovcr was ayain tne unior- 

lunale vivlinu 

h':-e surhv e iav;;i are ihal Robert 
;vonnOf]y ordered the wiretap on 
Knw. hcAv.'c ins (ienhn Tind wiretap 
hn the interest oi naCona! sc unity; 
was eonlvivnod un ler Kennedy’s .suc- 
cessor, Nieho!:is Kaix.cnbadi. 

Konner ACorney (Kn'icra] Rann 
sey Cl:nw, perhaj^s :!ill smariin; 

R om 1:K' (‘an:prj,;n ch.iiLcr oi Tj csi- 
dcnl Nison, into the act with a, 
r d e n u n e i a v i ( ? ti o i i i r j o c r . C i a r 1 : h a s 
ihc im/(>rin:ule habit of oponin; hisj 
Texas mouth, wide, when ho should 
keep i{ shut. 

A singular J.m l whieii sl.ouid be 
borne in Jiiiad is Ihnl a Con^rcssjon- 
al inciuiry, to be iair lo all parlies 
JjiivoA’ed {iiK'luuin; K’n;, Hoover 
and Koheri idennedy), v;ou:d also cx-. 
lend into the Wihtc House — brinS- 
in; in bmh ii*c la.c President John 
P. Kennufiy and Jim former Presi- 
rhmb L\ nd'U .ioimsniu wlu) ha.s liccn 
I'i udehl 1\ (^ue. • on hi.; ram ia 

The na'a.nr.r.s oj liu* ;\en:ie[ly:; 
*nul Km\, ;iie i-ruiUa. nu,. ol :dl eniu 
ecriu'd, aVnI -:\\)0\'r ;d! —the nalionV; 
ini ores Is arc best :orved by a pics-; 
ent di.sinissal of eli alter about the 
W'holc incident. 
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If \ou vvond^. dear parent, why junior 
shows puzzling doubts about the wis^iom, 
justice and integrity of the Powers That Be, 
ponder those items: 

) • The FBI bugged, or tapped, the 
telcpnone oi Dr. Marlin Luther King for 
several years beforc"he was murdered. The 
Attorney General during this period, 
Ramsey Clark, denied the authority was ever 
given, and said, "The implication that people 
thought Dr. King was a security threat are 
outrageous/' 

I The FBI agent who testified in a Houston 
Federal court about the bugging, offered 
only the explanation that *the survetUance 
occurred at a time when Dr. Kirtg was 
attacking the Bureau for assigning Southern 
agents, rather than Northerners, to protect 
civil rights workers,'' according to the New 
York Times 

• While Vice President Agnew was still, 
Governor, just 16 days before he; left for/ 


r .• ^ .* 


Washington, '^signed a deed granting 
ownership of 176 acres of submerged land 
(owned by the state) to one developer at a 
cost of SI 00 an acre," reports the Times, as 
well as the Baltimore Sun and AP. "The new . 
land, subdivided into thousands of building 
lots, is selling now at from S5,000 to 57,300 
a lot, with each lot a fraction of^n acre." 
The action of the Governor was bitterly 
protested by wildlife and conservation fans. 
The state director of Inland Fish and Game 
in a memo had been unhappy about the 
destruction of "such a large area of 
public-owned bottom and marsh land to 
build privately owned fast land for private 
profit to which the public will be denied 
access." 

# The way in which Pentagon 
contractors grant huge profits and overruns 
to companies, and then, upon retirement, 
join the companies. Senator Symington has 
revealed that, wc s^>cnt $23. billion dollars.on 
Kvs iems 
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1 / ristram Coffih 


^.•^j Callahan 
Conrad 







T avel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy k: 


to^he sr.rnppcd, 

a The assistant attorney general heading 
the Anii-Trust Division, conferred with a 
former law partner about a top anti trust 
COSO in February. The ex partner represented 
B.F. Goodrich Co. After the meeting, 
according to press reports, the department 
brought a civil suit to protect Goodrich from 
a takeover by Northwest Industries. No one, 
sold the assistant attorney general raised 
questions about any "impropriety" before 
the press took up the issue. 

• The military lied about the escape of 
poison gases and the killing of sheep in Utah 
until it was caught flat footed and could not 
wriggle out. Similarly, going back a few 
years, the Atomic Energy Commission did 
not tell the truth about the effects of 
nuclear testing in the air until stale scientists 
found radio active milk in Minnesota. 

• The authorities became so worked up 
about a few long haired kid^ boilding a park 

on a trash heap in Berkeley they called in 
police,' sneriff's deputies and armed National 
Guardsmen to rout them and. in the process, 
sprayed many with heavy doses of tear gas 
from a helicopter. School children at recess 
were gassed in this great crusade for law and 
order. 
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• A Justice of the Supreme Court 
accepts a $20,000 fee, and presumably for 
life, from a foundation controlled by a man 
in deep trouble with the law. 

Dear parent, need we go on and on. 

There 'is something rotten, and not just in 
Denmark, and it is not going to be solved by miiner (Washington) 
beating up kids and cutting (heir hair. The ' 
rguenness exists in the front parlo r.,^ 
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Wfiy the King Wiretap? 


; It is not ponorally known, but the • 
libernls are primely responsible for* 
|the FBI wiretap controversy involv- 
ing tlioir slain Iieroes. Scnalor^nbert 
F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King. 

Black cnluiunisi Carl T. Rowan, 
close to both tlie Kennedys and King, 
touclicd off the fireworks in a Wasli- 
inplon Star article last week, which 
was Quirkly amplified by other liberal 
commentators. Mr. Rowan accused 
/FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover of 
flouting the law in tapping King's 
phone and called for his resignation. 

The Rowan article was undoubtedly 
prompted by evidence brought forth 
in the case of former heavyweight • 
boxing champion Cassius Clay, who ■ 
j» appealing a conviction of draft • 
lodging. The U.S. Supremo Court or-:^ 
. dored Houston P'cdcral Judge Joseph 
Ingraham to hold a si>ccial hearing to 
determine whether illegal wiictap 
testimony was used to convict Clay. 
Judge Ingraham pronounced one re- 
corded conversation between Clay and 
King as a matter of national .veurity 
and refused to let it be made pubjic»_: 

Responding to the Rowan attack in 
a low-key, matter-of-fact xvay, Mr. 

( Hoover pointed out that in June 1963 
Senator Kennedy, who was then at- 
torney general, not only proposed that 
King's phone be tapped but author- 
ized it “in writing.” inasmuch as the 
/atlorncy general is the FBI director’s 
I boss, Mr. Hoover, obviously, OTly 
^afryiTife out his orders. 
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--■(.Vlr. Hoover’s position on 
has become unas.sailablc with supporn 
from President Richard Nixon and! 
former Attorney General Ni'cholasl 
Katzenbach. President Nixon told his 
tclevi.scd new's conference Thursday 
evening that he had pcnsonally 
checked into the matter and “found 
“^that it (wiretapping) has always been' 
approved by the attorney general.’’ 
Mr. Katzenbach, who \vas brought 
, into the government by the Kennedys, 
confirmed that Mr. Kennedy “person- ■ 
ally authorized each telephone wire- 
tap) — as had his predecessors and suc- 
cessors. ...” 

..Now that it has been established 
beyond all reasonable doubLf^^b- ' j 
.... .rr"Trr ..Jt 
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fc^t iCenjiedy ordered the FBI ts-pui ■ 

■ Marlin Luther King under surveil- ’ 
lance, Ihc natural question arising 
in the public mind is: why? 

Tlie highly - respected, nationally - 
syndicated columnist Paul Scott last ' 
week suggested some reasons: • j 

Summaries of the recordings (of private I 
conversations Dr. Mariwi Luther King con- f 
ducted), as revealed to members of the ‘ [ 
House Appropriations Subcommittee, J 
dearly indicate that King was in direct '! 
contact with one of the most influential I 
Communists in the U.S. [ 

With leads obtained from (heir electronic " f 
j eavesdropping, the FBI was able to con-j ^ 
f,‘rm that this Kremlin agent, whose influ-,; 
cnce extended into the highest ranks of] ^ 
the Communist Party, USA, was one of; 
King's ghost writers and chief advisers. j 
J In addition to evidence gained from the 
(King recordings, the FBI succeeded in ^ ! 
taking several photographs of the civil I 
rights leader meeting Vith this covert ! 
Communist operator at one of- the major ' i 
U.S. airports. * f 

/ . . . These and other still secret details ! 
of King's activities were revealed by FBI J 
Director J, Edgar Hoover to members of ‘ 

> the (House) subcommittee shortly before 
, the civil rights leader was slain. 

/ So alarming was the FBI's data on King 
, that the lawmakers took the extraordinary 
step of briefing House Speaker John Mc- 
; Cormack. . . . 

The House Democratic leaders, all j • 
^ strong supporters of late President ' 
Kennedy, were reputedly shocked at the ! 
gutter-type language King used in private , J * 

. conversations about the late President. ^ : 
y Other recordings in the FBI files dealt ‘ 

; extensively with his private life, accoi ding i 
’ to the legislators, and showed that there 
were two Kings — one the public knew and 
the other known only to his closest friends' , 

. /and the FBI. | 

Should sijpporfcrs of King, pujnp now i 
life inlo the .stalled drive in Congress to j 
create a national holiday honoring him, ^ 
demands could become fortlicoming from I 
janli King legislators that Hoover be called j 
' (0 testify. If that occurs, the 'Martin Lu* 1 
. thcr King tapes' could become big news. 

As Columnist Scott suggests, the j 
I movement to mark King's birthday as " 
,a national holiday, the Houston court 
hearings, and the renewed national 
wiretap controversy indicate that the 
final chapter in the Martin Luther 
Kiiiif^stdry Is yet to be 
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Columnist'^ a ^Racist’ 


An fi r r iALV <N^S’rEPHIu>ISON 

^ 5^«I'T®nili Harald ' ' 

I ' WASHINGTON''-^’’— ;. FBI' 
Chief J. Edgar Hoover called 
Negro ' columnist Carl T. 
Rowan a ‘'racist** Tuesday as 
the > controversy continued 
over the tapping of the tele- 
phones of the slain civil 
leader Martin Luthe r 
Engjr.^ 

"*Tfiani exclusive interview^ 
j Hoover was asked who start- 
ed the current ruckus, which i 
already has' involved Presi- 
dent Nixon and three former 
attorneys general 
*TThat racist columnist, 
j Rowan)** Hoover exploded. 

It" was one of the mostr 
revealing glimpses of Hoov-1 
lar’s personal sentiments' 
since he called King •‘the 
most notorious liar in the 
country*Mn 1964. 

( ^ Hoover also declared Tues- 


IN HIS Washington Star I fatzenbach, who said last^ 

; co Uintft j>f June Row an \ ^ 

;|accusea rToover nf^TH^gal | or imply that this lap was. 
I eavesdropping, implying that the oricinal conception 
; Negroes were being victim'. '■ n„,h if A 


ized. Rowan said the taps ^ 

•'have moved this country far ^enoac 
closer to a police state than 
most Americans realize/’ 

He branded Hoover's long < nn nrt in lOfi.? ^ 

tenure «s the nation's chief 1 telephone on Oct 10, 19M. 

law enforcement officer , »,^,~r.Dr.ivr wn^v.,. i 

To“rL .««« »,.• ■ ».U,Ap,il30.1965. - ■ • 

retary of stale, ambassador I Clark | called on Hotter ] 
to Finland, and director of 1 last w(ik , to . resign/ But J 

I the U.S Information Agency |Hoover. Twho received |a^5 
under the Kennedy and John- s^^ong sktement of coji- j 
I son administrations. • j . 

I Until nnnr Unn.rn. V-. ocncc from Pfcsident Nixoii, • 

L »«t press conference. * 

made no personal comment ^ 

; on the feud with Rowan. His • ^ ® 

• first reaction to th Rowan ’ • Hoover described Nixon as j 
\ column came In the form of a ' E00<1 friend. He | 

letter to the columnist signed recalled they used to vaca- J 
by his longtime, aide,.. Clyde . J'oa’togetber in Miami during'| 
A, Tolson. . . 'the Eisenhower Administra-'| 

I LATER, ! Hoover told a Since Nixon has been j 

reporter about two memoran-i president, Hoover has been a ; 
Ida in FBI files which he said' Suest al| the WJiite Hol^e; 

ho i s^d Nixon tcMiphoiJed ‘ 

? 1 ^^ ^";' him before the press conltr- 

ized the wiretaps on King to i , , ^ ^ ^ ••oerson- ' 

i d^le« possible “Communist;' the^S i 

.w'/.u. Wiretap iuthorizaUon. I r 


Robert fcnncdy.’- Both Kai 
zenbachiand his successort 
R a m s eV Clark, admitted} 
however, that Kennedy au- 
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ms: o-RoJs. ?. irtes 
StJST r'“;' * i>i” bS.r. 

{ delect possible “Communist'' .S 


\ J. fciUgar Hoover 

‘ , • * defends wiretaps 


I contacts. 

“Without that (the mem*/ 
1 oranda) it was just my word 
[against theirs/’ Hoover said 
Tuesday. The memoranda 
have never been made public. 
J Hoover was reminded .that 
I the niain question now is 


damp David. i 
;djd Nixon tcl^hoyd 
fore the press confer- 
ist week and “person- 

I ;tigated** the King 
ithorization. f 

said he has always 


I Hoov(|- said he has always | 
been opposed to unrestricted 
wire tapping by federal agen* ‘ 
^cies, not only in principle but 
ibecause it^rnishes the FSPs 
image. _ 


da^ that other federal agen- 
cies had been tappinfe tele- 
ph )nes ’’all over to^n for 
yews” on their own author- 
ity, until the Johnson Admin- 
istration clamped dowai**"-; ^ 


who Originated the.ld»T“0t^ 
the idng phone Ups; Farmer 1 
" A tty. Gen. Nicholas' Kauen- ,1 
* i bach has accused him of V| 
' prodding Kennedy into 
thorizing the taps. if 
2 \ i ‘That’s lant true. ” Hoover ! 

[asserted. This put Hoover I 
A y. into direct disaRreement withj 
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Mr, YolfO Ti 
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r^r, Mobr>- — y^\ 
Mr. Biabop.-j5t; [ 


Backfiiy^ 

I Ii|)over has been undeservedly 

clobbered in th| past few days by people who 
were outraged by^the revelation that Dr. 
Martin Luther'^ King’s telephone had been 
{lapped by the FBI. 


^Mount UlJpplog in ^poce D®iow) 


Mr. Caspar \ 

Mr. CaH*h*a ( 

Mr. Conr»'l i 

i Mr. Frit „ .1 — ; 


We were among those dismayed by the . 
news— in our opinion, wiretaps should be used 
cnly under the most extreme cases involving 
national security— but we could not believe 
that Hoover would have done it on his own 
initiative. Sure enough, the assistant director 
jof the FBI, backed up by the President of 
the United States, has now told us that the 
wiretap on Dr. King’s telephone was author- 
izo4 by Bobby Kennedy when he was attor- . 
ney general. 

Since both Dr. King and Kennedy are 
{dead and the FBI won’t discuss the case (how 
could it?), the reason for the tap probably- 
never will be known. It would be folly to 
jump to any conclusion about King’s loyalty 
—or Kennedy’s, for that matter, who many 
times in public expressed his*admlralion . 
for the civil rights leader'. ' 

Law enforcement officers do not have 
the same distaste for such investigative tech- 
niques as the ordinary person, which maybe 
is understandable since the ordinary person^ 
doesn’t have to risk his neck catching law ' 
{violators. Tlie FBI or any other police agency 
doubllcss would use Iho wiretap on Uic \ 
flimsiest pretext so long as tlicy could do so 
legally. I 

This one on King’s phone was legal. Ken- 
nedy signed tlie authorization in November | 
1963, and the wiretap was maintained until | 
April 1965, when another attorney general, ; 
Nicholas Katzenbach, ordered it removed. : 
This is the identical procedui'e that has been ■ 
followed since 194(Twhen Attorney General i 
Robert Jackson, with President Franklin ’ 
Roosevelt’s^okay, used the wiretap for the ! 
firs t" time -i o investigate natbnal security 

§4 AUG 1 1 1969 ^——? . 


.. Tlie King wiretap had turned ip-feTJOW^r- 


ful ammunition to use in the campaign 
vPgainst the aging Hoovei*. But this time it 


pgainst the aging Hoovei*. But this time it 
backfired because many of the people who 
Bislike_ Hoover are also, great adm irers .o f 
Bobby Kennedy. ’ ' T! — TTT* 
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HdIiihs. . 


G'HiHy 


At 9:30 p*m., 6/24/69, Bill'|Barton of the Associated - 
Press, telephoned Bishop ajicl advised that the Associated Press had learned 
that the above captioned women reporters, who are v/ith Khm;ht Newspnners, 
claim to have had an exclusive hdcxwicv/ v/ith the Director on Tuesday, 

June 24, 1969. He stated tliat the only information about the contents of 
the interview that he has is to the effect that Mr, Hoover informed these 
reporters that "that racist columnist. Rowan" started the current 
controversy regarding wiretapping, that Mr, Hoover allegedly stated 
tliat Government agencies, "all over town" have been v/iretapping, and 
that tliey quotc>4^i'» Hoover as stating tlxat he did not wish to get into tlie 
wiretapping ox ^ina' b ut that foinner Attorney General Kennedy ordered it. 
Barton wished to know if tlie alleged interview with Mr, Hoover was 
authentic and if the FBI had aiiy comments to make concerning it. 


After checking with Miss Gandy and Mr. Tolson, Bishop 
was advised by Mr, Ploover tliai; we should have no comment to .make ■ 
concerning this matter'i!*" Accordingly, at 9:55 p,m,, 6/24/69, Barton 
of the Associated Press was advised that the FBI had no comment to make. 


Attached hereto is a copy of a United Press International 
(UPI) story which appeared in "The V/ashington Post" on June 25, 1969, 
reporting on tlie alleged interview. Efforts are presently being made to 
secure copies of the "Detroit Free Press" as soon as they arrive in the 
Washington area, inasmuch as the full report of the alleged interview is 
contained in that newspaper, according to the attached article* 


RECOMMENDATION: 


I (JO 


None, For information. 


Enclosures 

1 - Mr. DoLoach - Enclosures 
' ' 1 - Miss Gandy - Enclosures 

1 - Miss Holmes - Enclosures 
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ADDENDUM: 6/25/69 TEE: jo 


The'Detroit Free Press” newspaper of 6/25/69 has 
not yet arrived in V/ashington. Attached is a copy of the interview 
as it appeared in the "Detroit Free Press, ” which was dictated to 
Bishop’s Office by AS AC Nally of the Detroit Office this morning. 
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Dirccior J. I£d^:i:r Hoover- 

j today ceiled Xc^ro coluntnist - 

:Cr;rl T. Howan a racist while 

; viiscussiitj; the controversy 

jover the lappin;: o£ the lcle*| ' 

'phones of slain civil ri^^his ; 

( 

{leader Marlin Luther Kin;: Jr., 

I two Knlshi newspaper report- 
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i “That racist column is t, Kow-|- 
‘\in” was Hoover’s response toj. 
in question on who started the . 
•current dispute, which has al- 
ireaeV involved President Nix- 
"on and three former attorneys ‘ 
j 2 oner ah 

j* In his June 15 column, *, 
.'iiOwari accuso’d Ilhover of il- ' 
'UcT>r.l^cavc.^d Topping, Implying ' 
jihat Negroes v'crc bcin;; vie- * 
’iinuzrd. lie brrinricd Hoover’s •. 

temirc as FLI Director as*! 
; dangerous and timed the Pres- 
jident lo replace him. 

} Hoover’s common is were re- . 
Ip or led by two ICninht news- 
ipaper reporters in the Detroit ' 
IFree Press, " ; ‘ ’ 
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The Washington Post /j 
Times Herald /TT/—. 

The Washington Daily Kews — 
The Evening Star (W'lishingion) 
Tho Sunday Star (Washington! . 
Daily News (New York) - 

Sunday News (Now York) 

Now York Post 

The New York Times 

The Sun ( Baltimore) 

The Daily World 

The New Loader 

Tho Wall Street Journal 

•The National Observer ,,, — 

Pooplo's World ., 
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fbi'sTicover calls carl rowan a racist 

Vora Glaser and Malvina Stephenson 
Knigiit Nev/spapers Special Writers 

Washington: FBI Chief J. Edgar Hoover called Negro columnist Carl T. 

Rowan a racist Tuesday ■while discussing the controversy over the tapping 
of the telephone of the slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King, 

In an interview Hoover was asked who started the current 
dispute which already has involved President Nixon and 3 former Attorneys 
General. 

’’That racist columnist, Rowan!” Hoover ejq)loded. 

It was one of tlie most revealing glimpses of Hoover's 
personal sentiments since he called King "the most notorious liar in the 
country” in 1964. That charge, at a meeting with newswomen, rocked 
the Nation. 

Hoover also declared Tuesday that other Federal agencies 
had been tapping "telephones all over town for years” on their own authority 
until the Johnson Administration clamped down, ~ 


In his syndicated column of June 15, Rowan accused Hoover 

of illegal eavesdropping, implying that Negroes were being victimized. 

• 

i 

Rowan said the phone taps "have moved this country far 
closer to a' police state than most Americans realize.” 


He branded Hoover's long tenure as the Nation's chief law 
enforcomont officer as dangerous and urged President Nixon to replace 
him immedialoly. • 


- Rowan was Assistant Secretary of State, Ambassador to r 

Finland and Director of tlie U.S. Information Agency under tlie Keimedy^and 
Johnson Administrations. • • 5 ' 
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I Until now. Hoover has made no comment on tlie feud 

witl\.I^wan which has dominated front pages in Washington for more than 
a week. 

Koover's fast reaction to die Rowaii column came in the 
form of a letter signed by his long time aide, Clyde A. Tolson. 

Later Hoover told a reporter about two memoranda in 
FBI files v/hidi he said documented his claim that Robert F» Kemiedy 
as Attorney General both suggested and authorized the wiretaps on King 
to detect possible communist contacts. 

"Without that (tlie memoranda) it was just my word 
against tlieirs, " Hoover said Tuesday. The memoranda have never been 
made public. 

Hoover also remarked that tlie main question now is who 
originated the idea of the King phone taps. 

Nicholas Katzenbach, the former Attorney General, has 
accused Hoover of prodding Kennedy into authorizing the taps. 

"That’s not trud, ” Hoover asserted. This put IJoover into 
direct disagreement' wltli' Katzenbach who said last week it was false to 
"say or imply that tliis tap was tlie original concept of Robert Kennedy. " 

Both Katzenbach and his successor, Ramsey Clark, admitted 
however, that Kennedy authorized the tap on King’s telephone on 
October 10, 1963. ' • 

According to Hoover, King was under electronic surveillance 
from early 1964 until April 30, 1965. 


Clark last week called for Hoover to resign. But Hoover, 
who received a strong statement of confidence from President Nixon at 
his last press conference shows no sign of quitting. ^ 


He was relaxed and friendly at the interview which was i 
conducted in a Washington restaurant where he was having lunch. . |^: ' 
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t Hoover described Mr. Nixon as an old and good friend. 

He recalled Uicy used to vacation together in Miami during tlie Eisenliov/er 
Admmistration. 


Since Mr. Nixon lias been President, Koover has been a 
guest at tlie \Vliite House and at Camp David. 

He said Mr, Nixon telephoned him before the press conference 
last week, and "personally investigated" the King wii’etap authorization. 

Discussing his general attitude tov^ard electronic 
surveillance, Hoover said he has always been opposed to unrestricted 
v/irctapping by Federal agencies. 

He said he is opposed not only in principal but also because 
it tarnishes the FBI's image. 

This assertion also contradicted the statements of Katzenbach 
and Clark, who said he was constaiitly goading tliem to tap phones. 

Said Hoover: "Years ago I recommended that all tapping 
by any agency have tlie approval of tlie Attorney General. , . 

■'VV ■ 

"I didn’t want the authority. Agencies were doing it all 
over town. Nobody paid any attention to me on this before President Johnson. 

Asiced to specify the agencies. Hoover cited "the CIA, the 
Defense Department, the Internal Revenue Service and other intelligence - 
agencies," ^ • 

"There was so much of it going, " he said, "someone 
would come to me and complain. Then I would choclc around and would 
find it was one of tlic other agencies. ’’ 
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2 S«fSia/f Writer 


Thirteen professors from major law schools have joined to 
ffirmly condemn” tha- Justice Department's new claim of 
unlimited power to use secret listening devices on home-front 
troublemakers. _ . , . „ - 

{ In a letter yesterday to Atty. Gen. John N. Mitchell, the 

such a claim woul d gravely threaten some.^f o»»-r | 
most fundnmenr:!! i <:arric^ wiveUfr; 

weUastheruko ping and eavesdropping onDr.j 

They linked the nc\\ bug j Muhammad. | 

png’^ pohey Tl^e wiretap on Dv. King has 

Controversy over FBI n reup- , become the source of a deepen- 
pin^f the late conflict between FBI Direc-| 

"Y — cy j j Edgar Koover and twoj 


' '*If Martm Luther King Jr., j 
the Black Muslim Leader Elijah | 
Muhammad and vigorous oppo- < 
nents of the Vietnam war are 
considered appropriate subjects 
lor such gross violations of their 
rights, which group vigorously 
seeking change, whether radi- 
cal, liberal or conseivative, is 
safe?” 

Big Brother Argument 

The professors labeled the 
department’s ner theory of iU 
power “the argument that Big 
Brother knows best.” 

I Justice Department lawyers 
spelled out the newly broadened 
I policy on electronic surveillance 
[ in papers filed a week ago in the 
[ pending federal case against 
New Left demonstrators at last 
I summer’s Democratic national 
convention in Chicago. 

( B^henever the attorney general 
deems it necessary to monitor 
secretly the conversations of 
groups and persons who might; 
“foment violent disorders/* the’ 
department claimed, he could do 
so on his own authority without 
i gelling approval in a court 
• order. 

The Fourth Amendment ban on 
“vmrcasnnablc** sen relies not np- 
prnviHj by a ronrl simply does 
not apply in I) situations, U\o 
department cioimed in a docu- 
ment filed with U.S, District 
Court in Chicago. 

Never belore had the departs 
' ment claimed that kind of au- 
thority except when gathering 
“foreign intelligence” about 
“extemaUhreaU.” 

^Admitted iiTCourt 

!( Atty. Gen. Mitchell’s staff did 
I not make this claim to power 
I until after the department had 


•S' search pow«r. 

id the late Atty. I They concluded by suggesting 
/rfp Kennedy aut^^^ I Oiat ‘‘the government has con- 
Lsed error before in the inter- 


former U.S. attorneys general, 
Nicholas deB. Katzeabacb and 
Ramsey Clark. 

f Hoover has said the late AUy. 
Gen. Hobert F. Kennedy author- 
tzed the FBI to tap King’s tele- 
phone and that it was Kennedy s 
original idea to do so. Both Kat- 
zenbach and Clark have said 
that it is “false” to attribute the - 
proposal to Mr, Kennedy. Clark 
has suggested that “perhaps the 
has come” for Hoover to 
retire. , , 

The law professors 800 -wora, 
strongly phrased protest to 
IMitchell seems likely to broaden 
the controversy to include cur-i 


L'^^Utlon and subversion » but only 
I [with the advance approval ox a 
I ‘federal court. % ^ 

Those are “precisely the 
crimes for which the department 
is seeking the authority to eaves- 
drop without judicial supw^i- 
sion.” 

Noting that, “until just a few 
years ago,” there was little de- 
mand for “bugging” except in 
‘‘the most serious offenses like 
espionage, treason, kidnapping 
and murder the professors 
commented; 

“We firmly condemn this at- 
tempt to obtain such absolute 
power against our own people in j 
domestic affairs.” i 

I I If the department’s claim to 
‘ { power is upheld, the professors 
} said, this would “repudiate one 
j of our oldest and most vital tra- 
1 Iditions” — that is, having a 
I “neutral and detached” judge 
pass upon police requests for 
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;ts of justice, and we call upon 
to do so again in this in- 
. 


rent “bugging ” policy in gener- 
al. ' . 

Included among the 13 signers 
of the letter is one law dean, 

Louis H. Poliak of Ya^^ The 
other lire describe^ 

in criminal and ccn&titur 
tional law. 

The others arc; Anthony G. 

Amsterdam of Pennsylvania 
University, Vern Countryman of 
Harvard, Norman Dorsen of 
New York University, Steven B. 

Duke of Yale, Gerald Gunther of 
Stanford, Yale KomLsar and Ar- 
thur It. Miller of Michigan Uni- 
versity, Kenneth. W, Graham J.^ . ^ 

of UCLA, Michael S. Josephson 
of Wayne State (Detroit), Ed-^ 
mund W, K itch of Chicago Uni- 
versity, Herman Sdiwartz of 
New York State University (Buf- 
falo) and Alan Westin of Coluia- j y 
bia.‘ f a U 


The Washington Post 
Times Herald 


The Evening Star (Washington) „ 
The Sunday Star (Washington) ^ 

Daily News (New YorkU 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 

The New York Times 

The Sun (Baltimore) 

The Daily World 


The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer . 

People’s World 

Examiner (Washington) - 
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•Appears in Conflict’ 

The professors suggested that 
|Lhe Justice Department 's 
claimed authority “appears to 
be in conflict” with last year’s 
crime control law, which per- 
mits electronic moni toring to o b- 
c;^idence of rioXb; drvi>ic;i, j 
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CLARK SliaOESTS 
uflATKODYERdUlT 


ir 


Comnior.ts in ptfffWrcrsy 
on Or. .King- v 4 rctapplng , 




.. . 

^ ^ -s ^ " 

^ O’Dell *‘may have had some 
connections in the past'' with^ 

Communism hut he was con-t 
vinced that Mr. 0*Dcll haclt 
renounced them. | 

\ The Justice Department was: 
|.thcn allied with Dr, King’s or-j 
■ganization in a number of cf-| 
farts lo break down segrega*] 
i;on, and it wn.s known that] 
Dicrc was concern withm 




T o i 




r.y jnn\ i#f:nni:us ! 

.K; a; 1 > Ti.f T :»iM • 

' \VA!sHiNG'rON. " JTtnc 20— 
l ormcr Attorney General Ram-^ 
sey Ciark suggested today that 
U. Edg.;r Hvxnvr retire as dircc-^ 
itor of the Federal Bureau ofj 
{ln\ estipation, j 

’T think, perhaps, the lime: 
has come when he should rc-i 
tire, both in the interests of hisi 
ewn career, which has been' 
y:lis:inpuished, and in the inter- f 
|r.<ts of the which has| 

bee:; a preat investigative 
■ opcr.cy/* Mr. Clark .said in an 
inicniew with the Columbia 


Broadcasting System. 

His suggestion was the latesti 
' in a continuing controversy in-J 
volving the wiretapping of thej 
Rev, Dr. Martin Luthet^LOgj 

j Mr, Hoover said thatl 
Robert F. Kennedy initiated the! 
wiretap when heVas Attornevj 
General. Mr. Clark and his 
Immediaie predcco.ssor ns At- 
torney General. Nicholas cIcB 
5K;Uzcnhach. labeled Mr, Hoov- 
Jer’s slalcmenis misleading. 


President’s View 

’ President Kixon seemed in 
his news conference last nightj 
}lo be siding with Mr. Hoover; 
when he said he had checked; 
and found that the Attorney! 


.activity, \vas a member of Dr. 


ii aLuvi. 

y ^King7 


s staU. 


Ihcl 


dopartm('nt‘ ahmit the involve-, 
ment of persons io the civil 
rights movement with Commu- 
nist DucKgrounu. 


Broad Nationat Support 
Dr. King’s efforts then had 
broad . national support, Lib- 
erals wlio 'backed the efforts 
financially believed that it 
would be at least a tactical 
mistake to permit the infiltra- 
i.tion ino the movement of any; 
^ elements that could be brand-j 
!cd anti-American. ^ j 

i \ The movement and its lead-, 
ers were reportedly kept un-, 
der constant surveillance by. 
\he F.B.I., both for their pro-j 
lection from w’hitc militants,; 
and because of the bureau’s* 
concern with Communist sub- 
version. In bis travels through 
the south. Dr. King had as 
imany as six agents trailing him. 

In a celebrated news confer- 
icncc in November of 1964, Mr. 
[Hoover called Dr. King “the 
most notorious liar in the coun- 
for saying that F.B.I. 
in Albany, Ga., had 


J ^ T.af^r ritcr Carl 
I (ife columnist, Critici/od A'7r. 
:!)ioovcr in connection with the 
-Xin.g wirct.ipping, the F.B.I. re- 
!hcascd a letter to Mr. Rowan 
from Clyde A. To I son, associate 
■! director, saying that the wirc- 
was ‘'specially approved in 
[advance in writing by the late 
'I Attorney General of the United 
»{ Stales, Mr.Uobcrt F. Kennedyj 
“and was done “.stiicily in the 
I field of. internal scrurily," , 
k Yesterday, Mr, Hoover said 
jin a rare newspaper interview, 
jwith The Wahsington Star, that 
[he had memorandums by Court- 
jncy Evans, then assistant bu- 
<rcau director and liaison offi-: 
fccr with the Justice Depart 


nrl T. Rowan, /• ^ ^ 

- Casper 


v/ 


Callahan 


f.ncnt. showing Mr. Kennedy 


; to be the initiator. 


In June of 1963, Mr. Hoover 


'said the Evans memorandums 
Lshowed, Mr, Kennedy said he 
was concerned about reports 
jthat De. King had Marxist Ican- 
iings — Dr, King consistcntyl 
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ii-y” 1 
agents 


failed to act on llic civil rights 


complaints of Negroes, 

In 1965. white conservatives 


began making public State- 


General had approved thc| 
wiretap. I 

This, however, was not dis-] 
pu ted. At issue wa.s who ini-! 
liatcd the wiretap and why. } 
The background of the cur-] 
rent dispute is as follows: •; 

In 1GC3, Dr. King’s Atlanta-! 
based Southern Christian Lead- 
ership Conference was at the 
forefront of tl;e civil rights 
^ light. Widely circulated reports 
‘ that the conference was in- 
volved with persons of Com- 
n'.unist background caused con- 
cern among while liberals sup- 
porting Dr, King’s efforts, : 
In July cf that year. The. 
Atlanta Constitution carried anl 
article saying that Jack H, 
O’Dell of New York, who had 
been reported by the Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee 
and the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities lo have, 
'been linked with Gemmunist! 


ments that the bureau had sc- 
(Tret information on Dr. , King 
that could be damaging: The 
bureau would say nothing pub- 
licly about these, statements. 

t 

nor 


denied this charge — and wanted 
to know if it was feasible to 
use electronic devices to prove 
or disprove the allegations, spe- 
cifically to check on Dr. King’s 
reported dealings with a New' 
jYork lawyer with Conununist 
connections. 

Difficulty Cited 
Mr, Evans’s reply. Mr. Hoo-| 



'J Mr 

{ver said, was that it would be 
difficult to tap Dr. Ki'ng'.s lines 
because of his constant travels. 


, , The Washington Post 

But m the following October Times Herald 

the bureau advised .Mr. Kennedy 


Uiat it was feasible to tap thc^^® Washington Daily News — 
line of the Southern ChristianThe Evening Star (Washington) 
•Leadership Conference in At-_, _ j 

"lanta, and this was done, Sunday Star (Washington) . 

^cording to Mr, Hoover’s read-Daily News (New York) . 


They were never 
confirmed. ; 

’ In December of 1966, Mr. 
tHoover and Mr. 'Kennedy, then 
a Senator from New York, en- 
gaged in a widely publicized 
dispute over the bureau’s 
eavesdropping activities. Sena- 
tor Kennedy said Dial he had 
not been aware of all of the bu- 
reau's electronic sur\'cillancc. 
}Mf. Hoover replied that was 
/’absolutely inconceivable.** 

‘ Wiretapping Disclosed 
Last June 4. it was disclosed 
in a );caring in Houston on ar 
appeal by Cassius Clay, the 
former heavyweight boxing 
champion, from his conviction! 
^for refusing to be drafted that 
jihc F.BJ. had tapped DnK^’s 
j itiepnon^ calls._* ^ 


idums/ News (New Yoric) 

I The wiretap was discontinued^®'*' York Post — 

jon April 30, 1965, sevcra)|The New York Times 

{months after Mr, Katzenbach 
isucceeded Mr. Kennedy as At- 
torney General. Mr. Hooveri 
‘told The Star. 

I ^ Mr. Clark, who was in the 

Mfusticc Department all this 
lime and succeeded Mr. Kaizen- 


2 : 


The Sun (Baltimore) . 

The Daily World 

The New Lseader 


The WoU Street Journal 
*The National Observer ^ 
ibach in 1967, said Mr. Hoover! People's World . 


Dole , 


was being deceptive in por-. Examiner (Washington) 
jLraying tlic F.B,/. as the reluc- 
tant .spy on Dr, King. 

j “Mr. Hoover repeatedly re-I 
jqucstcd me to aulliorize F.B.I. 
wiretaps on Dr. King while 1 
was Attorney General/’ he said. 

“The last of these requests, 
none of which was granted, 
came two days befO'ro the murJ^- 
der of Dr. King [on April 
loes]/* ^^ ^ ^ ^4 
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•// »- <*.1 rvT\ r-ts n r/', 7*7 r* 

W' I ^ >1 *'■ i ■ ' :' ;? ;; ff :■;/ \ K:; 


Vhi r\‘7.cr:.i Burcr/.i f/ Tn^ 

I hus rciUil*;: tu ijr.y 

\vr.c: ■.:: it hr.s ovor lanocd i:-e 
‘ t cr, : :o o:i ;; :iy ir. c ni b : o : 

i Co:::ress ::s of it si ob of* 
i. i:i^;r:ijUoc;>W:y.^ 

i [ Ciy:.o A. 7cb;.o:\, u'.c F3I 2s- 
! ctirccior who disclosed 

! :r. a ;o r:.c thrvl the :ch> 

!' phor.::^' the l:.;e Dir, 

. Lu;he/^'_Ki;;^ v;:.s fhopcd 

! “Firt^ny iii the f;eld c: ir.iOi- 
nul scOuA:y/’ has also r of used 
? Lio say whclhcr tl'c FBI has 
j ;np":d ihe icIcpho::cs or 
i bug ged che h orgies of other civ- 
j il ri^h:s leaders such as I;cy 
! Whlhius of ihe NAAC?, Whi:- 
^ i:ey Ycurtf o: the Kallor.al 
5 Urban the Rev. Ralph 

j Abernathy c: the Sontliei'n, 

, Christian Leadership Confer* 
i once, or James Farmer, ior- 
‘ rnerly of tire CunimiUce on' 
i Racial Fquahiy and now an 
1 asohtani secretary of Health, , 
I Rd*aCatIon and Welfare. ! 

< In a curt exchar.t^c cf latters • 
I With this reporter, Toison * 
j tahes the view that in reveal- • 
I ing lha: the wiretap cnKing 
\ .,\vas authorised by the late 
j '’Robert F. Kennedy, the FBFs . 
I ^purpose has ‘'boon accon> 
plished’’ and '‘there is no need 
^ lo continue this correspond- 
i ence.” 


} the U'j-ust of ray recent col- 
i untn that Yolsen labeled 
1 ‘‘sc^arrilous” by resting its 
j case on an assortment of alle- 
I gations against two dead men' 

; who c a nr. ot t a Ik b a ck. 

First, in an all-out effort to 
; ‘ protect the reputation of J. 

. bidgar Hoover/ the FBI has 
^ alt.'gcd ihat the wiretap on . 
1 King was both suggested and 
' approved by Uic Lie Senator 
K».nr.cdy. 

j A chock of rceorfs I kept on < 
j the King affair during rny gov- • 
ernment day.s, including dis- 
i ^cession:; c: the matter with 
I i^FBI officials, suggests that 
j Kennedy did approve the wiro- 
I ^^np, but that ti.e-ITil lies in 
\ ^it was luermedy *s 


A Significant pcin^'i^i^iL \viCS ^ 
central to my column has keen ^ 
1‘obccurcd by ihc '‘Hoover or \ 
Kenneuy? ** controYcrsy, iKat ^ 
[Is rny point thr.t the FBI can, : 
docs and will tap il;c phone or j 
bug the dwelling of just about I 
any American in the name of ; ( 
'•inLernnl security.” .i » 

Ratlmr ihan meet this point, 
4th^ wants the y/irctap*^' 

controversy to 
icciis on King bo causer ll'i/ua-* 
scsscs tape recordings and J 
phclogrcphs that it thinks will 
•* • blacker* King*s reputation, 
i ("Tolson has carefully neg- 
1 Iccted to comment on my re- 

* Jnort that for years the FBI 

* has had a small army of 
I agents and allies roaming the 
; ’ country whispering Uic dirt 
j about King.) 

r ^ FBI strulcgy is based on the 
} ^assumption that some of the 
I public already hates King, oth- 
I • ers auLomatically despise he- « 
rocs who turn out to .have feet ' 

! * of clay, and still others are 
quick to adopt a holicr- 
/ . than-thou posture and throw 
the first' stone. The assump- 
1 tion seems to be that if the 
! led:s enough degrading 

j ' details about King the Amcri- 
j can people will forget the cen- 
■i tral charge in my column that 
jlihe FBI found so w’oimding it 
finally decided to tell the 
American people part of the 
truth. 

That charge. 1 repeat, is 
that we are a lot closer to 
j becoming a police state than 
most Americans realize. Noth- 
ing illustrates this more than . 
^Lhc current FBI campaign. 

. But the issue is not whether 
. King was a mint— and perhaps 
; this is the time for me lo rc- 
j fveal that I have read the FBI 
I ^reports based . on electronic . 
i surveillance of the late Nobel 
prize-winner. I know how 
f much dirt the FBI has dug up, 
and 00 percent cf it is barn- 
yard gossip that has nothing to 
do with “internal security” or 
L-A/t?.-! is t influences " ' * * 
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The Washington Post 

Times Herald 

The Washington Daily News — 
The Evening Star (Woshington) 
The Sund^ Star (\Vashington|r| 

Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) J 

New York Post ■ - 

The New York Times 

The Sun (Baltimore) 

The Daily World 

The New Leader — 

The Wall Street Journal 

The National Observer 

People's World 

Examiner (Washington) 
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.. 4 ii;.. poi;oo*invc:iLi^;:iuvu 
•::cy bi.' [o Lp an 

tcric;;n'ii lelcplionc, his 
nc, sn.^alv electronic de- 
es into h :5 lioicl rooms, just 
m 11:^0 SC n^ cone in tne Jus- 
L Dcpcrirncn: (Hoove i\ 
ni:Ody or wheo vor) thinlcs 
hr:s “Cornnuinisl nsso- 
tes'*? Or-,at not tlioro be 
ssfC'^uard oi some court 
iCiuJan^ tiiot somc^ v^icai' 


non an mvr.sion oi a ircc 
nan's privacy? 

Was there a ‘Vlear and pres- 
et dnnecr'^ that Kii\g would 


on .-kpra oo, iuoj, wacn 
claims it discontinued 
nap? King was seeing 


for almost three years after 
tiir.u 

The ansv.'or is that certriin 
hv.^n^rUips and ot’ncr surveil- 
lance o: King did not end in 
April :Cu3. As a lop govern- 
?:nent official, I read FBI sur- 
)|vei::ance reports on King long 
i after ihc dale when Hoover 
says the wiretaps were ended, 
s Vhc answer is that ihc FBI ; 
^will not admit to this later 
surveillance because it cannot 
claim Dial it was aulhorr/ed 
l;y AUorncys General Nicholas • 
BeU. K a tzo abaci Land Kamscy 
Clark, both of whom arc ulivo^% 
-to dc-fei;-;! ihcras;‘lvcs. ^ • 


Thcrois a fundamcnlal r.o>nr. > 
:;t>out tix King affair that is 
valid no matter who author- . 
iaed Llic wiretap and buggir.gs. 
il: the- FBI had intormation 
ihat King was an enemy of 
ar.d menace to his country, we 
have courts and other proper 
.channels in which to runhe 
\ whatever charges the FBI fell 
“ic con'd prove. This aliorcls the 
accused a chance to face his 
:.ccm:cr. to reply. 

But ih.c nu;st frightful aspect 
of this whole business is to’ 
rl.ave FBI cfiicinis wagin:; a 
<n^m’^aign to destroy a man by 
) rumor, by stealth, by whis- 
r ners, by stealth, by flash- 

t ing dirty pictures in smoke- 

5 . Xilled bars. 

These arc the legal and mor- 
issues that ihe American 
public must face. ’And we must 
net be blinded to the reality by 
a s'fU’cwd campaign to make 
the late Bobert F. Kennedy 
and the late Martin Luther 
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Wircla 

' I The Federal Bui‘eau of Investiga- 
tion, in declaring with some heat 
that it was authorized by the late ■ 

: Robert F. Kennedy to lap the tele- 
phone of the late Martin, Luther^ 
( King, Jr, has responded to only 
part of the question raised over , 
j wiretapping policy by this incident. ‘ 
As Oswald Johnston reported in a ; 
dispatch from our Washington ' 
bureau, it was charged that the lap 
was continued several years after 
■ Kennedy resigned as Attorney Gen- 
’ eral and in disregard of orders to , 
remove it But Mr. Johnston noted 
j that the FBI and the Justice De- 

" ivsrfmpnf* r\M ♦Ki*. 


. ^ partznei^* did not deal^'witb tlua 
‘ point an^did not disclose when the’ ' 
tap was discontmued." ThisT is a , 
pertinent matter, in view of state- ■ 
menls made against the practice 
, of wiretapping by former President ‘ 
L Johnson and former Attorney Gen- 
I eral Qark. The Kirig case could be 
, better understood, perhaps,' if the i 
. jFBy s indignation could be match ed 
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' «AS!!:NCTj--loRffiR ATTY. GEN. NICHOLAS ?EB{,L«™MUBTED®THE 
ATTACfeD AS “FALSE’! ANY M.LEGATION ROBERT F, KENNEDY DOUBTED THE 

‘•°’'xAT7ENBACpS^C0^STS-WER^>R0N 

attorney general, was concerned about ALLEGATIONS KING HAD MARXIST 

^^THI ^^CONCERN LEJ) KENNEDY TO PROPOSE AND LATER ORDER ^ 

Tut*‘STtiTi Stphtc rTADP^ TELEPHONES. HOOVER WAS QUOTED AS SAYING. 

^irSrrTYrn ATTORNEY GENERAL. ISSUED A 


'KATZENBACH"tiHrsijC&EDE ifs^NACLy'ir ^ 

ADMITTING , ALL WIRETAPS WERE AUTHORIZED PERSONALLY BY 


.cTaT^I^NT Auniiiir^vj wArLcinro wtrvi- ".r — 

^’^BUt'TO^SAY O^IMaV THAT THIS^TAP^Sp^THE ORI^ S ITUATION** --^OR 

?SfT'*?;E'<irD”A!SYlo5lf yfAT^oivET ^ 

mHfy ?h™It? 5 nTf • 

I ‘'''■^TORffi^ATTY^’cEN. «AteEY CLARK. LIKE “T 2 ENBAM A DEMOCRAT, ALSO 
L CRITICIZED HOOVER’S COMMENTS AS "UNFAIR AND LECEPTIVL* 
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‘ Former Attorney General Nicholas dcB. Katzenbach 
Jeharged last night that FBI Directo^J.- Edgar Hoover’s 
account of why Dr. Marlin Lutheir King’s phone was 
, tapped is false. “ ~ 

K.itzenbach acknowledged that the wiretap was_“pe^ 
sonally au thorized ” by theai Attorney General R obert F.! 
•Kennedy, * 

•'But to^say or imply that 
this tap was the orii*inal con-^ 

cpption of Robert Kennedy ... - Prp<;ldent 


Fbrmer AUorncy General! 
Ramsey Clark Siiid in a sUtc«| 
Client that Hoovers account 
was unfair ‘‘because it comes 
after Robert Kennedy and 
Marlin Luther King have been 
murdered in the service of 
humanity and are unable to 
defend themselves.'* Clark also ^ 
said the “selected materials 
^rom FBI files** released by 
iUoover wore “deceptive in 
I jdcpicting Mr, Hoover as a re- 1 
[lucant eavesdropper of Dr.* . 
jKing. He (Hoover) repeatedly ^ 
j requested me to authorize a 
|FBI wiretap on Dr. King while 
[I was AUorncy General. The 
last of these requests, none 
of which was granted, came 
two days before the murder 
of Dr. King." ^ 

Other sources who held high, J 
j^ositions in the Justice De*t l 
l^artmcnt under Kennedy said; K 
[the Attorney General approved| - 
I the tap on Dr. King only after- 
fhe FBI had urged him to’ 
'over and over and over again**; 
jfor two years because the FBIl 
Relieved Dr. King was either 
a Communist or a tool of thc^ 
Communist Party^ 

1 Kennedy’s defenders spoke 
I after President Nixon strongly 
Supported Hoover, 
j Mr. Nixon told his press con- 
[ference last night that hi* per- 
isonal check had^found that| 
■bugging “had always been ap- 
Lp roved by the Attorney Gen- 
Mr t Hoover 4estified 
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I . The President made it cleAri ^ 
tfiat the "recent disclosure' o£^ ! 
the King wiretapping and the ! 
[controversy over who wanted ; 
It Hoover or Kennedy — l^tl * 
him to look into the contro- 
versy personally. ’ 

Katzenbach, issuing a state- 
ment in New York, said that: 
“It is unworthy of the tradi- 
lion of the FBI lo attack in\ 
jUiis fashion the reputation of \ 
itwo men who cannot defend 1 
themselves.** ' i 

' During Kennedy’s first two 
weeks as ‘Attorney General in 
early 196r, the other sources 
feaid, the FBI came to Kon-. 

I nedy and said that Dr. King 
I was deeply involved with two 
1 members of the Communist 
Party. 

I FBI representatives repeat- 
ed their charges frequently 
'during the next two years, 
these sources, who held posi- 
tion§_ at assistant secretary 
;lever"Of^bove, said. ^ 
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In the fall of 1963, Ken- , 
• nedy a^^^ccd to place a tap on- 
Kinj4*s Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference phone 

[ 10 verify or disprove the KBI 
allopalions. the sources said. 

The version of the incident 
;hal Hoover has made public 
is very similar — except that 
his account attributes the fears 
that Dr. King was a Marxist 
to Kennedy. 

I Hoover told the Evening 
Sli'tr yesterday that Kennedy 
proposed tapping King‘s phone 
to discover if the civil rights 
leader was closely associated 
with Marxist ideas^ and had 
Marxist followers. 

[ Hoover reportedly showed 
[tjbe Star ^ two mcmox.ajida^ 
tfrom 1963. The first, wriltenl 

iby^,then^ assistant director of 
Ihe F£f and liaison man with 
Ithe Justice Department Court- 
ney Evans, reported a conver- 
sation between Evans and Ken- 
nedy in which the Attorney 
General reportedly inquired 
whether tapping King’s phone 
was feasible. * 

I The second was Hoover’s re- 
quest (or the wiretapping aii-i 
thoriifttion; it bore Kennedy’s" 
signature and the date “1010-V 
63” in the lower left-hand 
corner. 

f i An FBI spokesman made 
clear in response to questions 
Ithat Hoover would not talk to 
the Washington Post. The 
spokesman said the Star story 
”speaks for itself* and would 
not comment further. 
i 5:van5riiow^iii private 


practice here,' was sported: 
to be cn route to Pure to Itico* 
and could not be reached, I 
The wiretapping- ' of Dr,'^ 
King’s phone was disclosed^ 
during Cassius Clay’s draft] 
evasion hearing in* Houston- 
land has caused angry debate^ 
lover the role of the FBI, a' 
bureau of the Justice Depart*^ 
ment. ‘ ' ^ 

*T have never authorized' 
installation of technical elec** 
tronic devices without author-* 
ity of the Attorney General, *V 
the Star quoted Hoover as^ 
saying. He said the King wire*^ 
tap was stopped April 30, 1965- 
— two months before former^ 
President Johnson issued an- 
order banning the practice ex-| 
national security in-t 
;vesUg^0M.:;.L 
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King ^irclap 

slorv uiffinislied 

I Confirmation that the FBI put a , 
l^iretap on the late Dr. Martin Luther ' 
g^ing, with Robert KennccJyVnppfOvaL 
produced one of those news stories 
that is literally true, in 
that the facts so far 
disclosed arc true. 

However* the news 
stories are not true in 
essence* because all the 
facts either haven't 
been told or have not 
been put into historical 
perspective, 

1 The FBI said that 
’the "surveillance" of 
Dr. King was authorized by Bobby ' 
Kennedy when he was attorney gener- ; 
al. At that lime* the attorney general 
could authorize a wire tap but not the ' 
use of electronic devices. The mood of 
those days in our history must be con- \ 

I sidered. Conservatives, including FBI | 
Director J. Edgar Hoover himself* were 
charging that that civil rights move- i 
ment was shot through with Comma- | 
nists. Dr. King had been accused of : 
’"^helping" the Communists with his ; 
civil rights activities. * \ 

Kennedy wasiput on the spot by ■ 
phe FBI request f^r authority to eaves- . 
drop on Dr, King, If he refused the 
^ authority* he would have been vulner-‘ 

I able to the accusation that he would 
\ Jnol allow the FBI even to check into 
possible Communist influence in the* 
civil rights area. And in the early [ 
1960s. the issue of reds and rights: 
flared holly. 

1 1 The FBI said it wanted to see if 
Reds had infiltrated the movement.* 
Kennedy could not block an investiga- 1 
tion in the pnliiicai context of those | 
days. I 

* The wire lap went on Dr King In i 
‘October or November of 1063. A few ' 
weeks after the eavesdropping started, \ 
President John Kennedy was assassi- ' 
nated. Obviously, Robert Kennedy I 
immediately became involved in mat- [ 
ters far more immediate and pressing j 
^than the wiretap. j 




. jr 


j>uuijy rkumit^uy uiu nut | 

suspeCV‘Ur.“T/ing of j 

Communists or that the security of the ! 
nation was endangered by the Negro j 
icadcr'.s activities. However, to bal- ' 
ance the picture all around, such lead- 
brs as Dr. King did endure and win ' 
struggles within their organizations to f 
eliminate suspect influences. 

To close the dates on the phone ' 
tap. Attorney General Katzenbach 
ordered the tap removed in the spring ; 
of 1965. 

Now the major question* of course, j 

( irises on the issue of the findings* if , 
uiy, the FBI gleaned from this long | 
and expensive bugging. 

I The FBI declines comment on this | 
object. The FBPs public information 
chief told me yesterday by phone that : 
"we can't disclose anything on that; it \ 
is not ordinarily done.'* He explained 
that the recent revelation of wire tap 

. w- » 2 ^ Jt n 1 1 n k A .4^ 1 . 4 

fJi/it vtTJi aai luii^ Vil a maiia ii^auqMoi 

in New Jersey came about because of 
♦a court order in response to a defense 
attorney's plea. 

Regardless, it should be reported 
, that There were no results achieved 
from the surveillance and that Dr. 
King was never regarded as a security 
risk* neither as a result of the bugging 
evidence nor any other findings. 

There were several men in the 
1 Justice Department during those diffi- ‘ 
cult days who were both staff mem- | 

‘ bers and close friends of Kennedy's. - 
So far, .they have been silent on this' 

; matter. After all, they aren't official 
■ spokesmen any more and they are 
* reluctant to enter .an arena in which 
the contest, except for the sake of; 
historical accuracy, is moot* 

I hope some of them will come * 

. forward with a definitive statement, 5 
however. The very act of wire tapping 

‘ jiaa a jic^ativc; 

tion that Robert Kennedy concurred in 
a suspicion of Dr. King should be au- 
thoritatively denied; and the capri- 
* clous nature of the whole business of 
. official eavesdropping on the basis of 
mere suspicion could use the exposure. | 

I j 

Sylvan Meyer's column appears In I 
oi> Monday, Weanesaay and . | 

' Friday. . . : j 
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The FBI continued the tap on Dr. 
Kin g* ac cording to an agent in Atlanta,, 
May 1965, long^ alter Ken- . 
ne^y resigned as attorney general. - | 
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HIXOfrSDPPORTS^ 

I \m ON KING TAP 

! 1 (^H 

But 2 Ex-Attorneys Generali 
Call Hoover Claim Unfair 


By OSWALD JOnXSTON 
[WflininfffoTt Bureau of Th* Sun"} 

Washington^ June 19— Presi- 
dent Nixon threw the full 
prestige of his office tonight be- 


jhind the FBI claim tliat tl)e late 
Robert F. Kennedy was respon- 


[Koberl F. Kennedy was respon- 
jsible for the government wire- 


on The Rev. Martin Luthe r 
^ng^r. 

■^Almost simultaneously, two 
former aUomeys general underj 
the Johnson administration at-i 
tacked as ‘"false,” “unfair” and 
“deceptive” the claim of J. Ed- 
gar Hoover that Mr. Kennedy 
Tecom mended the tap» 

Mr. Nixon» speaking on nation- 
.wide television, told a news con- 
jference that the FBI director 
“does enjoy my complete confi- 
dence,” 

He added that he had 
“checked personally into the 
matter” of responsibility for the 
'wiretap placed on Dr. King dur- 
ing the last years of his life. 

‘T found that it had always 

I been approved by the attorney 
General, as Mr. Hoover testified 
in 1964 and 1965,” the President 
Uaid. He apparently referred to 
leslimony before Congress 
l^vhich Justice Department 
.spokesmen cited earlier when 
I asked to comment on the contro- 
versy over the King surveil- 
lance. 


I Sharp criicism of the Hoover 
ersion of events was voiced by 


version of events was voiced by 
Nicholas dcB. Katzenbach, Mr. 
Kennedy’s successor as Attorney 
General, and Ramsey Clark, 
who look over command of the 
jjuslice Department in October, 

! Both spoke in bitter terms of 

I * 

jMr.^ Hoove’s claim^^ tod^ that 
Mr?'' Kennedy instigated the tap( 
on Dr. King because he suspect-, 
ed him of having “Marxist”. 
' \ sympathies. | 

^ Tt is unworthy of the tradition! 
lof the FBI to at^ck in this fash-^ 

^ .A Dl 

n U vA. iJ--. -2T.'3^gelned tSemseTves. ” 




Mr. Katzenhach said. To portray 
MrrKe'nncdy as aiT instigator is 

'Tlase/' he charges. 

I Mr. Clark termed the Hoover 
^claim “deceptive in depicting 
Mr. Hoover as a reluctant eaves- 
dropper of Dr. King. He repcat- 
icdly requested me to authorize 
If'BI wiretaps on Dr. King while 
I was Attorney General.” I 
2 Day.s Bcofe Murder 

He added: “the last of these 
requests, none of which was 
granted, came two days before 
,lhe murder of Dr. King." 

* Mr. NixonJ; new."; ^conference 
vote of confidence was the first 
formal administration response 
to the FBI assertion that Mr. 
Kennedy not only approved tc 
King tap but also recommended 
it. 

The claim that Mr. Kennedy 
approved it was made yester- 
llay by one of Mr. Hoover’s topi 
^ides. The claim that Mr. Ken-| 


I Last Friday the Justice De-^ 
{lartmcnt claimed the govern- 1 
ment has authority under the 
Conslllution to eavesdrop on any 
organization it deems “subver- 



Inedy originated the idea was! 
|nade by Mr. Hoover himself, ini 


a copyrighted interview pub-i 
lished today in the Washington 
Star. 

Views On Eavesdropping 
. Mr. Nixon coupled his backing 
p the 74-year-oid FBI director 
w'ith a statement of his adminis- 
tration’s view of electronic 
eavesdropping as an instrument 
of government. 

"As far as this administration 
is concerned,” he said, “our atti- 
tude toward electronic surveil- 
lance is that it should be used 
very sparingly, very carefully, 
having in mind the rights of 
those who might - bej 
involved. , 

7But,” he added, “very cffec-j 
lively ^ protect the internal and^ 
external security of the United t 
Stales.” - 1 

Authority Claimed " 
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Speaking with the full backing . 


o . 

of JohmN. Mitchell, the Attorney, 
peneral, department lawyers' 


peneral, department lawyers' 
claimed that this board power to 
lap telephones or plant bugs ' 
could be exercised without judi- 1 
ciai warrant . . ’ f ! 

They suggested further that 
cvidence^gathered in th^is way 
ooulfd belise'd In courIJf* - - • 
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The current contr^cvs^sy^yer 
ivirciappinK* and bugging has 
teen simmering since an FBI 
^agent disclosed in a Houston 
courtroom three weeks ago that 
Dr. King's home telephone in 
Atlanta was tapped during 1964 
and 19(i5. 

May Have Continued ' 

The agent, Robert Nichols, 
conceded under sharp question* 
|ing by a civil rights lawyer that 
the surveillance may have con- 
tinued after he was taken off 
the assignment in May, 1965. 

Some’ observers took this to 
mean that the surveillance con- 
tinued up until Dr. King's as* 
'sassinaiion April 4, 1968. 

■ |An FBI spokesman said to- 
day, however, that the tap was 
jnrdered off April 30, 1965. Mr. 
lioover cited the same dale in 
inis 5tar interview, and added, 
h'l have never authorized in- 
stallation of technical electronic 
devices without written authority 
|1 ^ Atton iey Gen eraL^V . 
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By RlCH/\^ STARNES ' • 

Sch^^s-Howdfd Wfikr '*' * 

PrcsideiU Nixon. voicinR his “complete con- 
i fndcncc“ in FSt clirocior J. Hdgnr Hoover, has 
disclosed that nn invostij^ntion convinced him 

( that Mr. >ioovcr *' always** had obtained ap- 
proval of the attorney general for any FBI 
wiretapping operations. 

The President stepped iitto the controversy 
* over wiretaps M\c phones of the late Dr, 
; M.irtin_LiRherH(inR Jr., at his news confer- 
encelasCnipHi. 


0E1S i ©ip P2Spi5‘^e 


the late attorney general of the United States, 
Mr. Kobert F. Kennedy," Mr. Tolson wrote. 
The surveillance, he added, was “strictly in 
ihe field of internal securily and therefore was 
within the provision laid down by the Presi- 
dent of the United States." 

I Yesterday Mr. Hoover contributed the infor- 
* mat ion that Mr. Kennedy himself had first 
proposed monitoring (he Negro evangelist*s 
phones in June, l%3, and had approved the 
installation in a memorandum dated the fol- 
lowing October. 


Trotter 

Tele. Room 
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Gandy 


I His statement folimved Mr. Htwver’s disdo- | Mr. Hoover disclosed that the earliei memo- 

SUiV V.liKV'i *u mt VI. I .T V. . laiivkuin H4*. 

King’s phones not only had been authorized — the civil rights movement was being infiltrated 


King’s phones not only hod been authorized — 
but had been prot'wsed originally by the late 
Robert F, Kennedy when he was attorney gen- 
eral. 


by Marxists, and noted reports that Dr. King 
was closely associated with Marxist-leaning 
, followers. 




I Mr. Hoover said Robert Kennedy had au- | The FBI memorandum was written by 
thorized the tapping of Df. Xing’s phones de- |Courtncy Evans, who was then an FBI aSvSlsN | 
I spite an FBI w arning mat the action might ^nt director in charge of liaison with the Jus- 
^ have possible political repercussions. f;ice Department. It reported to Mr. Hoover on 

I The account bv Mr’. liOiACr was disputed in a conversation Mr. Evans had just concluded 
New York City by Nici.ol.is deB. Katzenbach. with Mr. Kennedy, in which Mr. Kennedy had 
who followed Mr. Kennedy as attorney general ask^d whether it was feasible to install a tap 
and remained his close friend. Acknowledgirtg;,.'*" Kings puOi 





that Mr, Kennedy authorized the tap, Mr, Kat- 
zenbach declared: 

“To sa7$$y or imply that this tap was the 
original conception of Robert Kennedy — that 
he was the moving force in this situation -— or 
that he had any doubt whatsoever about Ur. 
King’s integrity or loyalty is false. ^ 

I “It is unworthy of the tradition of the FBI to 
attack in this fashion the reputation of two 
men who cannot defend themselves," he said. 

Former Atty, Gen. Ramsey Clark also criii- 
^cized Mr. Hoover's comments as “unfair and 
deceptive." 

f Mr. Clark said Mr. Hoover was wrong to 
picture himself as a “reluctant eavesdropper. 


"Mr. Evans’ memo related that he had rc^ 
plied to Mr. Kennedy that such an undertaking 
would be quite difficult, because Dr. King tra~ 

I veiled almost constantly. Other FBI officials, 
according to Mr, Hoover, warned the then at- 
torney general that tapping ihe Negro civil 
rights leader’s phones could bring political re- 
percussions.: 

i -The October memorandum, in which Mr. . 
Hoover reported to Mr. Kennedy that the laps 
were now technically feasible, sought approval’ j 
for the installations. It was dated Oct. 7, 1963. 
The memo was counter-signed, ^’Robert F. ' 


Mr. Clark said Mr. Hoover was wrong to Kennedy, 10-10-63." 
picture himself as a “reluctant eavesdropper. Taps were installed in Dr. King’s home In* 
#of Dr. King," and he said Mr. Hoover “repeat- . Atlanta and at an undisclosed location in New 
ledly requested to lo authorize an FBI wiretap York City sometime later. They were discon- 


jj on Dr. King whde I was attorney general. The tinned on April 30, 1965, after Mr. Katzenbach 

'I last of these requests, none of which was had succeeded Mr. Kennedy as attorney gener- 

al granted, came two days before the murder of al. 

If Dr. Ring," The controversy first flowered when Robert 

Mr. Nixon said the pv)Sition of his Adminis- F, Kennedy l)ccamc a senator from New York, 
tralion on such wiretaps was that they should ftand he and Mr. Hoover excluTCijecl barbs over 
be used “very sparingly" when necessary *Uo who was responsible for 
protect the internal and external security of ping. 

the United States.** It appeared to have been laid to rest for 

The new revelations in the controversy over igood with Mr. Hoover’s final word yesicp^i^' 
the wiretaps came in the wake of a colum- ‘I have never, authorized installation of tec 
nisFs assertion that the Justice Department cal electronic devices without written authori-. I 

had not aulr. >rized the electronic “bugs," im- ty of the attorney general," i 
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) the wiretaps came in the wake of a colum- 
i^nist*s assertion that the Justice Department 
I had not aulr. >rized the electronic “bugs," im- 
f plying that they had been ordered improperly 
I — and possibly illegally — by Mr. Hoover. 

I This a. aw an angry blast from FBI Associ- 
ate Directo - - 


bte Director Clyde A, Tolson, who wrote col- 
jumnist^^d Rowair^dtfeSkdidf^t&Qlettauty of 
\theta§^Uf\UC: 

j "Tlie wifCiLip on Martin Luther King^Jr. was 
tpecifi^aUy approved .in advance in writing by 


The* relationship between the Kennedy fami- 
ly and Dr. King was a long-standing one. 'Dur- 
ing the 1960 election campaign, John F. Kenne- 
dy initiated Dr. King’s release from a jail 
where he had been imprisoned for civil rights 
activities. The event, at the time, was viewed 
as having helped the elder Kennedy winT^egro 
support in his election victory over Mr. Nixon. 
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By William J^ Eaton 
0/ Olt Ufl.clnn^fon Bureau 


rharp,es of communist sympa* |[gV the FBI director. to shift 
thisr. that were heSx^ in blame lo someone who 
Congress to undermine support . , i 

WASHINGTON — President for federal civil rights legisl a- / ^ ^ 

jNixon has come to the defense tion! ‘ Former Atty. Gen. Kampy 

j'f FBI Director J. Edcar “Thorc"?; no niip<;tinn that Clark said Thursday that 


, J- Edgar ‘'There's no question that Clark said Thursday 

Cfoover in a controversy in- Bob (Kennedy) did not regard iHoover was wrong to picture 

Solving the late Robert F. Ken- Martin Luther King as a fiiimself as **a reluctant eaves- 

nedy and a wiretap aimed at security risk," said a former Ji'opper of Dr. King.” Hoover 

the late Martin Luther King aide of the late senator who repeatedly asked his peViyis* 


Jr, 
Mr. 


Nixon 


, bolstered 

poover's assertion that Ken- 
}iedy% V ho Was attorney 
general when the tap was 
tarted in 1963, had approved ! nedy) had any doubt what- 

the FBI’s eavesdropping to soever about Dr. King’s in- 

[check reports of Dr. King's | tegrity or loyalty is false.” 

associations with Communist | The Washington Star’s 
Party officials. ‘ copyrighted story said Ken- 

A NEWSMAN said at Mr. 1 '^^, h"*''; 
Nixoirs press conference “ 


asked not to be identified. sion to tap Dr. King’s don- 

And Nicholas Katzenbach, • versation, Clark said, th^ fist 
who succeeded Kennedy as request coming two days beire 
attorney, general, said that "to Dr. King was slain, 
say or imply that he (Ken- 


Thursday night that at ieast )^’«'>s|Possible to apply taps to 
one r.ewspaper has calledffor ^'"8 « telephones a head- 
he resignation of the 74-year- Southern| Chns- 

!d Hoover and asked if the Leadersh.p Conference m 
»recirf-nt hart r«n,«w. 1 Atlanta and at an unnamed 




President had complete con- 
fidence in the FBI chief. 

"Mr. Hoover does enjoy my 
omplcte confidence and there ‘ 
las been no discussion so far 
IS his future is concerned,” the 
[President began. 

He said. that his owm c'^eck 


location in New York City. The 
document was dated Oct. 10, 
1963. 


HOOVER also apparently 
J^howed the Star reporter a 
nemo dated June, 1963, that 
vas written by Courtney 


. oniu.kiiac 1 H 3 uwu -j j 

5iad sHiwn that Hoover 'was pvans. a former FBI official 
jcorrectj in insisting that each J'-'hojVas a go-between for Ken- 

|ncd5 and Hoover. T 

E\lans said in the memo that 
Kennedy was concerne^l about 


f.viretaplused by the FBI had 
been approved by the attorney 
general. 

It will be his adminis- 
tration’s policy to- use elec- 
tronic ^urveiiianre "very spar-* dated with a New York atior- 
ingly, very carefuly . , . but ne>l' who was close to Corn- 
very eLcctivcly" to proiect na- nni!iist Parly leaders. ^Thc 
tional security, Mr. Nixep said, memo indicated that Kennedy 

if if JitrirciL' 


allegations that Dr. King was a 
student of Marxism and asso- 


Dirc-rkor- .i. j ♦ ; Wanted to know if it ferePFP^TG . . ^ 

BEFORE the Presidents jj,,e to ' 'J '■ 

l^ omments. Hoover had tolc the electronic devices to prove or ' ^ 


I technically possible 

t. ^ , electronic devices tc 

Washington star that Kerr.edy ; .. ^s. 

nrrtnncori tMA tinr^f a# r 




proposed the wiretapping 

Dr. King because of roncern jL„- was a Jui^icel^ 

over I IS possible Marx st ties'/p^pirtment official, disp uted 
Former associates qf;Keh-7j:MflbbVefVdl)^qe said ‘all 
e dy said h e approved me' Ttapefus ««e'-'from ithe 

^at the Fbfs suggestion, in-ati bBI” and it was -^*unmanfy’' 
dfort t & clear Dr. King from 


Mr. Tolflv)u 
Mr. 

Mr, Mf'lir — 


Mr. ’ 

Mr. C 


p 

fji -p 


Mr. rriLobun 
Mr. %rad 
Mr. I’:U 
Mr. < 

Mr. U 
Mr. 


Mr. Tavel 


3b'«‘Uer. 


Toir. Room 

Miss li -lines 
Miss Gandy 


^InaicatM pnot*, oamr* of 
newspaper, city and 


c::ir;A.r,o da.':t.v 

.CHICAGO, ILL fNO 




Duto: ■ - ' 9 

L d i 1 1 o n ; 8I.1)H S 

A uloor\ ’ I 1 I "*,1 ’ 

CditoriROY 1'. ^ 

TlUe: 

\y.\. ;;A VriT 

K Ll -.1 J • 

Ch araetjer) ^ — 3 3 J 

or 

C Iq«^ 1 f lf*a tion : 
Sul>imtHno UilU.**': 


TC' 


1 ^- . 


C'lki 


NOT UKr 

191 ('• 7 


O5:o 


•:d 



i 




li 




0-mRov. *y- 17-681 


(.X- 


•v' 



'A 

!!' 


'■U 


r 


V 




fCing Wirefep 


By LYLE- DEMSIISTON 


Slar Suf( Writer 




Two former U.S. attorneys 
Srcncral. FBI Director J. Edj?ar 
lloovcr and President Nixon 
I nave i\\] entered tl lo rowing 
j controversy over Icdoral wirc- 
tappiryQon the late Dr. M^yrtin 
Luther hi j)g Jr 

;Thc new issue that last nicht 
jdivided Hoover and former At- 
torneys General Nicholas deB. 
Katzcnbnch and Ramsey Clark 
is wlietlicr the tap on Kine's 
telephone was the original idea 
of the late Atty, Gen. Robert F, 
Kenned V. 


PrcF:vicnt Nixon, apparently ; 
rejecting the advice of a key; 
aide, stepped into the dis- 
pute to declare “complete confi- 
pence” in Hoover. 

In addition, the President vo]-; 
untcered that he had “personal-; 
ly checked,” and had found that, 
jt loover was correct in saying j 
' hat no wiretaps were ever used 
without an attorney generars; 
; authority. ^ * ; 

The issue, however, has be-^ 
come the question of who origi- 
^ nated the idea. 

I I Hoover told Tlie Evening Star 
; Ry;esterday that the FBI has in its 
i files a June 1963 memorandum 
1 iwhich^-according to Hoover— 
j showed that Kennedy had asked 
about the feasibility of using 
I electronic devices to monitor 
’King. 


i Counterattack 

y Hoover revealed the contents 
jOi two memorandums, in one of 
J which he said Kennedy ox- 
(pressed concern about po\lble 
Marxist involvement with the 
jlatc Negro leader. ' 
j Katzcnbach, who was Kenne- 
tdy’s top aide, issued a statement 
rlast night saying that it is 
[“false” to “say or imply that 
; this tap was the original concip- 
[tion of Robert Kennedy.” 
t Clark issued a separate state- 
|ment describing Hoover’s com- 
tments as ^“unfair and decep- 
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pCcnncdy had givcFtho FBI per- 
to insiali the w'irctap on 
King’s telephone. Katzenbach 
said flatly that ’’there has never 
been an issue as to the fact that 
. . . Kennedy personally author- 
ized each telephone wiretap — 
as had his predecessors and suc- 
cessors.” 

This hnd been tlie issue earlier 
this wci k, and it was the only 
issue on which the President 
commented at his press confer- 
ence. 

On Monday, Hoover's asso- 
^ci ate director, Clyde A. Tolson, 
said in a letter to Star columnist 
Carl T. Rowan that the device 
on King’s "'telephone had been' 

I approved in writing in advance 
' by Kennedy.' “ 

Yesterday, in another letter to 
Rowan, Tolson said that he had 
written to the columnist to “re- 
fute” a column in last Sunday’s 
Estar criticizing Hoover over the 
^wiretapping incident. His Mon- 
day letter, Tolson said, had been 
written because of “your un-; 
warranted charge that the wire- 
tap .. . was unauthorized and 
illegal.” 

Having given his reply, the 
associate director said, “there is 
no need to continue this corre- 
spondence.” This apparently 
amounted Jto a refusal to answer 
sa series of other questions abouj; 
wiretapping which Rowan had 
submitted to Tolson this week. 

Appearing on television last 
night, i Row'an said he had asked 
Tolson “how many other civil 
rights leaders” had been the 
Subject of FBI wiretapping — 
specifically James Farm e r, 

Floyd McKissick, Roy Wilkins 
and Whitney Young. 

The question of whether an 
■attorney general gave FBI 
» authority to install any wiretaps, 

‘on King or anyone else, has 
come up in recent years when 
the legality of electronic sur- 
veillance was contested in cour. 

For years, every administra- 
tion has followed the practice 
that a “national security" wire- 
tap is legal if it has been ex- 
pressly authorized by the isnoa 

Tolson’s letter Monday said 

the device used on King's tele- ’ < ^ 

Jl security /(fa ^/(f^ a 70 

" But Hoover’s discussion on the 
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King wiretap with The Star yes- 
terday switched ■ the central 
question in the controversy 
aw a y from the leg ality of 
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H|i diseased with Star.rpprf- 
scntativcs two mcmoranaunis he 
kaid the Fni had in its posses- 
[sion. The first of these. Hoover 
"said, was a memo to liini from 
1 Courtney A. Eva ns. wl»o in 1963 
[was assiSfaniaircctor of the 
B'BI and was the bureau's liai- 
I son man with Kennedy. 

I The EAans memo. Hoover 
^said, reported on a conversation 
between Kennedy and Evans in 
which the attorney general was 
said to have asked about the 
tcelinical feasibility of monitor- 
ing King. 

I The FBI chief said the Evans 
fniemo related that Kennedy was 
eoncemed ahciit rCi'xirl.s ttiat 
King had tics v ith a New Vork 
attorney with "known Commu- 
nist conncclioi.s,” that King was 
a student of Marxism, but that 
he did not openly espouse Marx- 
ism because of his religious be- 
Uefs. , , . . 

The purpose of the inquiry 
about electronic surveillance, 
iHoover’s comments indicated, 
'was to prove or disprove these 
reports. 

I Hoover also discussed a see- 
*ond document, in which the 
director said he advised Kenne- 
dy that it was technically feasi- 
ble to apply wiretaps to King's 
telephones at two places — one 
on King's phones in Atlanta, 
Ga., and the other at aa un- 
r named location in New York 
•City. This memo, Hoover said, 
was dated Oct. 7, 1963, and con- 
tained Kennedy's signature and 
the date Oct. 10, 1963, at the 
bottom. • 

As a result of the October doc- 
lument, Hoover indicated, a wire- 
tap was installed on King’s tele- 
phone. 

Former Atty. Gen, Katzen- 
bach, who was Kennedy's depu- 
ty at the time, directly chal- 
llenged Hoover's interpretation 
Pof the June 1963 memo. It was 
piis first public attack on Hoover 
lor the FBI. - 

*'To say or imply that this tap 
was the original conception 
Robert Kennedy — that he was, 
the moving force in this situa-j 
tion — or that he had any doubts' 
whatsoever as to Dr. King’s loy-'^ 
ally or integrity is false.” 

“It is unworthy of the^trfldu' 

lion of the FBI to afiacK in Ais 
fashion the reputation of two 
men who cannot defend them- 
selves. 

' “Truth is seldom found in 
selertive and partial disclosures 
of this type. What has been said 
is unfair to Sen, Kennedy and 
Dr. King,^ by na standard that I 
I kno^v qansopant with^that^ipe^i- 
i ty sense of justic'e.wmch 




always Jicretofore been tjic con- 
ftribiJlion of Mr. Hoover to the 
nd ministration of American jus- 
tice.” 

Former AUy. Gen. Clark’s 
separate statement echoed these 
I'cmnrks. He described Hoover’s 
statement to Tiie Star as “unfair 
because it comes after Robert 
Ivcnncdy and Marlin Luther) 
King have been murdered in the 
service of humanity and are un- 
able to defend thcmsclvc.s. 

“The truth cf the matter can- 
not be denied through release of 
fceloctod matci'ials [rom FB! 
files.” 

Clark added that he thought 
Ifloovcr’s statement is deceptive 
jia depicting Mr. Hoover as a 
|Tvluctant eavesdropper of I>r. 

( King- He repeatccify requested 
me to authorize FBI wiretaps 
on Dr. King while I was attorney 
general. The last of these re- 
quests, none of which was grant- 
ed, came two days before the 
murder of Dr. King.” 

. The other person named in 
|ioover’s comments— Courtney! 
[Evans, now a Washington attor- 
ney— was in San Juan, Fuerfo 
Rico, today, and was not an- 
‘ swering his hotel telephone. 

President Nixon’s entry into 
the dispute came before the Kat- 
zenbach and Clark statements 
had become available. 

A reporter at the White House 
press conference asked whether, 
in the aftermath of the wiretap- 
ping controversy, Hoover still 
had Nixon’s confidence and 
whether any decision had been 
made “concerning his tenure” 
v‘ Nixon replied that the director 
''does enjoy my complete confi- 
dence, and there has been no 
discussion with regard to his 
I tenure as far as the future is 
f concerned.” 
ft Hoover is past retirement age, 
out presidents have continued to 
grant him continuations in oL 
fice, from year to year. 

Nxon did not slop with a direct 
answer to the reporter’s ques-! 
tion. 

“f should add further that with 
regard to the controversy on 
electronic surveillance that 1 
checked personally into the mat- 
ter as to whether or not that 
survcillar.co which had been dis- 
cussed had been conducted by 
biim and the FBI, by themselves, 
|or whether it had, as is supposed 
to be the case always, been ap- 
' proved by the attorney general. 
I “I found that it had always 
l^been approved by the attoimey 
general, as Mr. Hoover testified 
Fin 1964 and 1965.” 








UPI-166 

(V;i RETAP) 

(SUB FOR FIRST FOUR PGHS IN UPI-1A2) 

WASHINGTON— FBI DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER WAS .QUOTED _ 

TODAY AS SAYING TIEN-ATTY. GEN, ROBERT F, KENNEDY NOT ONLY ^ 
AUTHORIZED BUT PROPOSED A TELEPHONE WIRETAP ON MARTIN LUTHER KING 
JR. BECAUSE HE WAS WORRED ABOUT ALLEGATIONS THE CIVIL RIGHTS 

^^^IN^A^COPVRIGHTED^I^ERVIEW U THE WASHINGTON f 
UTPrTAP 

•I HAVE NEVER AUTHORIZED INSTALLATION OF TECHNICAL ELEC TOON I C 
DEVICES WITHOUT WRITTEN AUTHORITY OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, HOOVER 

™‘'THE"wuSPAreR SAID HOOVER REFUSED TO DESCRIBE THE RESULTS OF THE 
SURVEILLANCE, WHICH HIS ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR HAD SAID EARLIER WAS 
"STRICTLY IN THE FJELD OF INTERNAL SECURITY" AND SATISFIED, ALL 

PROVISIONS LAID DOWN BY THE< PRESIDENT. -rut? 

THE FBI DIRECTOR DID NOT SAY WHEN THE WIRETAPPING BEG^, THE 
STAR SAID. BUT DISCLOSED I^AS DISCOmNUED APRIL-JO^ 

NEARLY THkE^rETvlIS^E'f-ORE^KIl^CnirAS ASSASSINATED IN MEMPHIS, 

''^^ikhKER^TK^FBI^NOR THE JUSTICE BE PARTMENT .WOULD COMMENT M 
THT PVPORT OR THE DOCUMENTS CITED BY HOOVER. BOTH SAID IT WAS THE 
OTKER^S^MsPONSIBILITY TO WHETHER THE MEMOS. SHOULD BE MADE 

PIIRI T C 

THE NEWSPAPER QUOTED HOOVER AS SAYING HE HAD A MEMORANDUM 
DATED JUNE. 1963, FROM COURTNEY EVANS, THEN ASSISTANT FBI DIRECTOR, 
REPORTING i*HAT KENNEDY HAD ASKED ABOU^ THE FEASIBILITY OF INSTALLING 
LISTENING DEVICES ON KING’S TELEPHONES, 

THE EVANS MEMO, HOOVER SAID, SAID KENNEDY WAS CON C^ 

ALLEGATIONS THAT IhE NEGRO LEADER WAS A STUDENT OF MARXISM AND 
CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH MARXIST FOLLOWERS. ALTHOUGH KING ; .. 

ESPOUSE THESE IDEAS BECAUSE OF HIS RELIGIOUS IDEAS./CiiLtr/.^^-^' 

)ci32axiiDi:i:sr.xnaEBMaiCHM not recorded* 
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(Copyrigtt 1969 i>y ■ f 
; • The Evening SUr Newepaper Co.) . 

^^:By JEREMIAH O’LEARY * 

' $iar Staff Writer ' 

^ W>6itapping of 
ithePK^Jr/s telepfione was 
fcroposSTto the FBI by then At- 
torney Gener^ Robert F. Ken- 
nedy in June, 1963, and author- , 
ized by him in writing later that * 
Krear, FBI Director J. Edgar i 
Ipoover told The Star today. > 
I Hoover revealed the contents 
!of two memorandums in one of I 
[which Kennedy expressed con-/ 
teem about possible infiltration ^ 
'of the race issue by Marxists ' 
and spoke of allegations that the 
iNegro. leader was closely asso- 
ciated with Marxist ide:^ ^d| 
ioilowers. '* - ^ ^ 

] That memorandum to Hoover, 
Elated June, 1963, was written by ^ 
* Courtney Evans, then assistant 
lirector o£^ the FBI and liaison 
man with (the Justice Depart- 
ment. It reported the substance 
of a conversation Evans had just 
had with Kennedy in which the 
Attorney General asked about 
the feasibility of inst^g elec- 
JLr<^n^;,de y King^s . tele- 


Concerned About A llegation^ 

"^*kermedy, according to Uie 
ans memo, was concerned about 
reports that King was a student 
of Marxism, that he was asso- 
ciating with 'a New York attor-i 
^ley"^ with known Communist 
connections, but that he did not 
openly es^use Marxism be-^ 
cause of his religious beliefs. 
The Evans memorandum indi-, 
cated Kennedy wanted to know^ 
if it was technically feasible to 
use electronic devices to prpv^ 
or disprove these allegations. 

The Evans memo said Evans 
replied to Kennedy that King 
was a man who traveled almost 
constantly, and that it was ex- 
[tremelx difficult to use wiretaps 
[effecUvely in such cases. 

I Hoover told The Star that FBI 
officials also informed Kennedy 
at that time that they doubted 
the adviaibility ' of undertaking 
electronic surveillance of Dr. 
King because of possible polit- 
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JlQ.wever, the secon ds 
^andum cited by Hoove? shows 
! fthat on October 7, 1963, the FBI 
' chief reported to Kennedy that it 
was then technically feasible to 
apply wiretaps to King’s tele- 
phones at headquarters of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference in Atlanta, Ga. and 
at an lannamed location in New 
York. 

1 .That memorandum constituted 
|jtlie request for A'uiijuiiiy 

tx) proceed with the wi celap prch 
» posed by Kennedy four months 
before. The document bears in 
the lower left-hand corner the 
signature, “Robert F. Kenne- 
dy,” and under the name the 
date “10-10-63.” 

Hoover did not indicate to The 
• ' Star ^vhen the surveillance was 
started but said the taps were 
discontinued on April 30, 1965. At 
that time Nicholas Katzenbach 
was serving as Attorney Gener* 
aL 

[ Asked about the results of the 
electronic surveillance today, 

1 Hoover declined comment. 

I The FBI director told The 
Star: ‘T have never authorized 
installation of technical electron- 
ic devices without written au- 
thority of the Attorney Gener- 
al.” 

Today’s disclosures climajced 
a long smoldering controversy 
lover the role of the FBI, a sub- 
ordinate bureau of the Justice 
^Department, in using wiretaps 
or other electronic devices in 
investigative matters. The mat- 
ter came to a head Sunday w'hen 
Carl Rowan, a columnist for The 
^tar, charged that the FBI had 
no authority to wiretap Dr. 
King’s conversations. He quoted 
former Attorney General Ram- 
sey Clark, who succeeded Kat- 
• zenbach, as saying “the implica- 
|tion that people thought Dr. 
!King was a security threat is 
i outrageous.” ^ 

j -ji — ^ 


Authorization Cited 

The Rowan charges prompted 
l\ssociate FBI Director Clyde A, 
Toison to write to Rowan early 
this week defending legality of 
the King wiretaps. 

“For your information,” Toi- 
son said in his letter, “the wire- 
tap on Martin Luther King Jr. 
was specifically approved in ad- 
vance in writing by the late at 
torney general of the United 
States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy.” 

Toison added that the momtor- 
ing device wa.s “strictly in the 
field of internal security and 
therefore was within the provi- 
sion laid down by the President 
of the United States.” 

Evans, now a Washington law- 
yer, was en route to Puerto Rico 
today and could not be reached 
for comment. However, Tuesday 
night Evans said he had no rec^ 
oueciion of whether a* wiretap' 

authorization directed at King^ 

' had~?v5^ been involved in his 
discussion with Kennedy. 

Aides to Sen. Edward M. Ken- 
I nedy, D-Mass., said today he 
I would have no comment on 
tloover’s disclosure, 
f Hoover and Kennedy, aft^r the i 
latter became a New York sena-j 
tor, accused each other of being; 
responsible for use of hidden mi- 
crophones in investigations. 

Evans figured in that contro- 
versy when Kennedy made pub- 
lic a February, 1966, letter to 
him from Evans which made the 
point that the lise of hidden mi- 
crophones was not Kennedy’s re- 
sponsibility but suggest^ he 
may have directly approved the 
use of wiretaps on phones. That 
letter said the FBI sent national 
secu rity wiretap requests tol. 
Aenneoy'for approval. 


Jt is reliably reported that 
K?nneay was remind ^ - b) > lin^ 
tPBI that it still had in its files 
the authorizations signed by him 
as Attorney General for tele- 
phonic wiretaps. However, Hoo- 
ver did not disclose at that time 
any names of persons under 
wiretap surveillance with Ken- 
nedy’s approval. 

^ At that stage, Kennedy and 
lloover broke off the public ex- 
change of charges as if by mu- 
tual consent. This was regarded 
partly as due to Kennedy’s reali- 
zation that his signed authoriza- 
lions were still in FBI files, 
bartiy to the FBrs desire not to 
nave special attention drawn to 
its investigative techniques nor 
to engage in a battle with the 
Kenney forces that could have 
political overtones. 

I The Justice Department on 
Tuesday declined a direct an- 
swer when asked for document^ 
tion of Tolson’s contention in his 
letter to Rowan. But earlier this 
^onth, a Justice Department 
fcpokesman said Hoover was 
’“accurate in every respeef'^in 
his repeated statements that all' 
wiretaps were being authorized 
in advance and in writing by the; 
Attorney General during the 
time-span of the controversy. 

I A Justice department spokes- 
fman, asked today if Attorney 
teneral John N. Mitchell had 
Igiven Hoover permission to 
discuss the contents of secret 
documents of the King wiretap- 
ping, replied simply, “no com- 
ment.” 

However, the spokeman re- 
(balled that the attorney general 
had declined to authorize di^ 
closures in court of the basic 
authority for the wiretapping. 
Such disclosures had been de- 
manded by defense lasers in 
the Houston draft evasion hear- 
ing for former boxing champion 
Cassius Clay. It was during that 
hearing that the King wiretap- 
ping was officially revealed for 
the first time, 
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C¥g Phone Wiretap Defended by t Bl 


w ^ Washington, June 18 <UP1)— Top aide to J. Edgar 
EToover said today that the FBI’s wiretap on the telephone 
of Martin Lutheir King Jr. had been authorized in writing 
by Robert F. ' Kennedy, then attorney general. 

Clyde A. Tolson, associate FBI ‘ 


director^ made the assertion in 
disputing a charge that the wire- 
iJap violated restrictions which 
Himite l FBI witeUps to persons 
approved by the attorney general 
and involving only ‘‘national ae- 
curity’* investigations. 

To lson s ajd the King wiretap 
met SolhTi^iiements. ^ 


His statement was made in a 
)etter to newspaper columnist 
iCarl T, Kowan. who. in a column 
published Sunday, cited the wire- 
I lapping of King’s phone in con 

ft 


wrote, “the wiretap on Marlin 
Luther King Jr. was specifically 
approved in advance in writing 
by the late attorney^ general of 
the United Slates, Mr. Robert F, 
Kennedy. This device )vas strictly 
in the field of internal security 
and, therefore, was within the 
provisions laid down by the then 
[president of the United States." 
H FBI a gent Robert Nichols tes- 


apping 01 JVmg 8 pnwnc in 1.VI1- ■ * w ~ 

en'iini that Hoover should be jtifiecl that he had. supervised the 
removed fro m office. installation of a Up j on King, 

“For youinnfor^ion,“ Tolson * home phone in Atlanta ^- " 
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I FBI Reply to Columnist 


RFK Okayed King Wiretap 


I A lop aide to J. Edgar Hoover said yester- 
|day the FBT^ wiretap on the phone of Dr, 


pay the FBT^ wiretap on the phone of Dr, 
Martin Luther King Jr, was authorized in writ- 
ing by Robert F. Kennedy as attorney general. 

j| Clyde A, Tolson, associate FBI director, 
liade the assertion in disputing a charge that 
,the wiretap violated legal and presidential res- 


trictions which limited FBI wiretaps to per- 
sons flnnroved hv the attnrnev eeneral and in- 


*sons approved by the attorney general and in- 
volving only "national security" investiga- 
tions. 


Mr. lOison said the King wiretap mei uom 
requirements. 

His statement was made in a letter to news- 
paper columnist Carl T. Rowan, who in a col- 
umn published Sunday cited the wiretapping of 
Dr. King's phone in contending that Mr. Hoo- 


ton at a covirt hearing into the charge by for- 
mer heavyweight boxing champion Cassius 
Clay that his conviction for refusing to be 
drafted was obtained on evidence illegally 
gained by wiretapping, 

I FBI agent Robert Nichols testified then that 
I he had supervised the installation of a tap on 
Dr, King's home phone in Atlanta. Mr. Kenne- 
dy served as attorney general from 1961 to 
September, 1%4. 

SHADOWED 

Mr, Rowan in his cotunrm, asserted that 
'*Dr. King’s phones were tapped, his hotel 
rooms bugged and he was personally shad- 
owed right up to the time he w*as stain.” 

He said that the wiretap violated Federal 


COLUMNIST REBUKED 
Mr. Tolson called Mr. Rowan's column "ma- 
licious” and "scurrilous.” His letter was dis- 
ftributed to news agencies by the FBI. 

"For your information,” Mr. Tolson wrote, 
"the wiretap on Martin Luther King Jr. was 
specifically approved in advance in writing by 
the late U.S. attorney general. Mr. Robert F. 
Kennedy. This device was strictly in the field 
of internal security and, therefore, was within 
the provisions laid down by the then U.S. Pres- 
ident.” 

I The disclosur e that the FBI had tapped Dr, 
^King’s phone came earlier this month in Hous- 
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llaw and the restrictions ordered by President 
[Lyndon B. Johnson. He also charged that FBI 
lofficials gave "tidbits" of information about 
Dr, King from the wiretapping to Southern 
^congressmen who opposed him and that "cer- 
Itain FBI officials were roaming the country 

* leaking to new'spaper editors poisonous stories 
about Dr. King and what the buggings alleged- 
ly had revealed.” 

I The Justice Department declined to com- 
ment on Mr. Tolson’s letter except to point to 
a statement it issued earlier this month. 'That 
statement described as "accurate in every res- 
t pect" congressional testimony by Mr. Hoover 

* in 1%5 that no wiretaps were undertaken with- 

out the attorney general’* wTltten authoriza- 
tion. (UPD ^ 
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Assertion Is Made In 
Answer To Charge 
Against Hoover 


By OSWAI.D/jOHK'STqV 
fWashftjp/oV fiuyaw i>f 5wb1 

^’ashinpion, June 18 — The 
|FBI, speaking through a tap of^ 
frclal, has formally declared the 
late Robert F. Kennedy respon- 
sible for the wiretap on Dr. 
Marlin Lulhe^ King. Jr.» during 
the last few years of his life. 

A j: 

^rector of the FBI and nominal 
teecond-in-command to J. Edgar 
Hoover, made t)ie ajrsertion in 
reply to a newspaper column- 
ist’s charge that the tap violated 
federal law and national policy. 

The letter, on official letter- 
head, was addressed Monday to 
Carl T, Rowan, the columnist, 
«nd to the editor of the Washing- 
ton Star, which carried the dis- 
jpufed column Sunday. The FBI 
made copies of the letter gen- 
erally available today. 

“Personally Shadowed” 

In his Sunday column, Mr. 
Rowan slated that the late civil ^ 
rights leader's “phones were 
tapped, his hole! rooms bugged, 
»nd he personally shadowed | 
right up to the lime he was 
dain in Memphis on April 4,‘ 

The column noted that Rnnwy 
Clark, the Attorney Cicnernl In 
office at the close of the John- 
}f;on administralion, denied FBI 
authority to eavesdrop on Dr. 
King. 

‘ It charged that the surveil- 
lance violated a federal statute 
Tij\d an executive order signed 
.by President Johnson ip June, 
|1W5, and it called for Mr. Hoo-^ 
,ver*s immediate removal from! 
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failed “Malioions^ 


.. tlrTroTsbu’S reply denounced 
column as “mA^cious” end 
declared that the King tap had| 
befen properly authorized at its, 
Inception by Mr. Kennedy, who, 

, jaas then Attorney General. ; 

The reply made no reference, 
to the columnist’s charge lhal| 

f-nf CPU^T^l 

l,iiC »» 03 vvr,*im^-v— 

years after Mr. Kennedy’s de- 
parture from the Justice Depart- 
ment and in apparent defiance 
erf later orders to remove it. 

I FBI and Justice Department 
ciffidals issued a firm ‘‘no com- 
ment” today when questioned on 
this phase of the controversy. 

Mitchell Keeps Mum 

i John N. Mitchell, the Attorney 
i,.c Kopn ftpseribed as 

UVirci aro.- 

most unwilling to enler the lat- 
fest controversy over FBI eaves- 
dropping activities, and nis 
spokesmen have been reluctant 
to discuss the King tap 
since its existence was disclosed 
during a court hearing in Hous- 
ton early this month. 

The actual date the King lap 
.was removed, a fact recorded in 
I Justice Department files, has 
’never been divulged. Asked for 
corroboration of Mr. Tolson's 
Claim that the tap was first put 
on with the approval of Mr. Ken- 
nedy, department spokesmen 
egain declined comment. 

It is known, however, that lop 
officials inbhe Justice Dcpart-| 
iT^ent were informed of the con- 1 
feots of the Tdlson letter before] 
It was sent. * 

«iiy alien Uon has been called 
to the malicious article which 
!WoiL^lc in the 
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,Sl33pin<j SecTGts 


The »u:riier oi Mnrtiri Luther King: 
.a*, i;: Mc:aph:s seemed to catch him at 
:he peak ol his career, even elevating 
him in doaih in the* minds of many 
over wh:*t he renUy had been in life, 
v/hich was in some respccU an 

\ il 1 1 \f Q r'rklftrfiil 

1 o'»***»i* *-.T * •- ' 

orator, nn effeciive coordinator and 
capitalizer of opportunity, King had 
been both hailed with the Nobel 
“Peace'* Prize for stirring strife and 
roundly condemned for connections 
with Fveds and pro-Reds. 

Somehow, the tragedy of tho crime 
that ended his life seemed to soften 
the harsh vie\\ of many and the sus- 
picions were Kit, for the most part, 
unanswered and fading. 

Then a few days ago, a liberal 
Negro columnist, Carl Rowan, chose 
to stir the King record somewhat to 
make an attack on FBI Director J. 

I ^ 

\ x-dgar ip4^w 

Hoover c^uit his office. 

> In essence, Rowan charged FBI 
^ Director Hoover with official wrong- 
, doing — a serious charge. Rowan 
! iclainied that tho FBI ^had tapped 
> King’s phone witiiout proper authori- 

I ty. 

, Now the charge has backfired on 
■ Kowan — and perhaps on King. 

Clyde A. Tolson, FBI associate di- 
rector, reported the King wiretap 
‘‘was specifically approved in advance 
in nTiting'* by the attorney general 
at that time. 

And hero is the kicker: that at- 

M /sfViar* 4'V< 

rv«i.O 

a liberal favorite of the King clique — 
Bobby Kcniieuy, who later was also 
murdered. So here it was — King’s 
telephone tapped by approval of 
Bobby Kennedy. 

Why? 

*‘For your information/’ Tolsoa 
I* wrote to Rowan, “the •..drotap on Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. was specifically 
^ approved writi ng-.. hv.. th e lato. at- 


torney general of the United^ States, 
Mr. Robert P, Kennedy. ’ This devien 

security and, therefore, was within } 
the provisions Viid d^von by the then \ 
Pre^iident of tJ^e United States/^ \ 
(Kmphasis added.) j 

TTiie is important: King was under . j 
surveillance in connection with the j 
nation's internal security. | 

What was the secret record of King I 
that caused such a move to be made? ; 

The public doesn’t know. Perhaps 
it should. 

Speaking in Chattanooga some time 
before King was murdered, Sen. 
Strom Thurmond, R-S.C., declared 
that if the American people knew 
I what the FBI file on Martin Luther 
King Jr. contained, there would be an a 
immediate end to King’s power, in- 1 
fluence and prestige. The senator j 
was not at liberty to divulge the in- J 

4 - -i /VT\ 

Summaries of the tapped phone 
talks involving ICing reportedly have ' 
been given a House Appropriations 
Subcommittee headed by Hep. John 
Rooney, D-N.Y. The information was 
said to be so alarming in connecting 
King with figures in the Communist 
movement that it was brought to the 
attention of high national officials. 

But it wasn’t made public. With 
the King assassination, the sleeping* 
secrets seemed destined never to be 
awakened. 

But now Rowan, a King partisan i 
j and Hoover attacker, seems to have 
opened the matter up again. It is 

> unlikely that the full ^th about 
. 'Martin Luther King will now emerge. 

But there is reason to recall Sen. 
Thurmond's evaluation that if the 
truth were known, if King were real- 
ly known, he would appear in a far 
i different light from that in which 

> be has been so widoly casL 

^ It would bo good for the^^blSc to 
* know the full truth. ^ 


Mr. n:<-.bop^ :l. ^ 

:dr. f’n«prr j 

"!r, rnllalran^ p 

T.!r, Conrad \ 

:fr. F2lt I 

i Mr. I 

I Mr. 

i Mr. Tnvoi 'U. | 

; Mr. Trottfr-I — ( 
i Tcio, r 
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lune 15. 1%9 concer ning 
fr npV/ ft oover, direaor oi Ine 
I'-BI. 

“For your information, the 
wiretap on Marlin Luther King. 
Ir., was specifically approved in 
advance in writing by the late 
Attorney General of the United 
Slates. Mr. Robert F, Kennedy. 
This device was sirictiy in the 
field of national security and, 
♦herctore. was with in the provi* 
slons laid down by the then 
President of the United Slates. 

*‘It is to be hoped that you will 
give the same publicity to this 
letter as was given to your scur- 
rilous editorial.” 

Charges Were Traded 
Mr. Kennedy, who was Attor- 
ney General from January, 1961, 
until September » 1964, traded 
(charges with Mr. Hoover three 
years ago over the question of 
Responsibility for the FBPs ex- 
tensive bugging and wiretapping 
of suspected mobsters. 

Mr. Kennedy then sought to 
disclaim responsibility of much 
of this activity by citing a Feb- 
ruary, 1%6, letter to him from 
Courtney A. Evans, who had 
been assistant FBI director and 
chief liaison officer with the 
justice Department during Mr. 
Kennedy's tenure as Attorney 
General. ' ' ^ ^ ” 

said the only we-' 


tap authorizations “which were ! 
ervi &mJ717lUed” to Mlr'TTCTSrrSy j 
involved “serious national secu- ■ 
rity cases”— a category which, 
in the FBI view, could have in- 
cluded Dr. King. 

Johnson Order 

The government’s eavesdrop- 
ping activities w'ere sharply cur- 
tailed by an executive order 
signed by President Johnson 
June 30, 1965. By its terms, all 
wiretaps were to be suspended 
except “where the national secu- 
rity is at slake.” 

The order also specified that 
no tap in existence on that date 
could be continued “without first 
obtaining the approval of the At- 
torney General ” 

Stated Flatlcy 

Nicholas Deb. Katzenbach. 
then Attorney General, declined 
to discuss the issue w'hen 
reached by reporters today. Re- 
liable sources have confirmed, < 
however, that the King tap was ' 
ordered discontinued by Mr, i 
Katzenbach. ; \ ' 

Ramsey Clark, who took over 
command of the Justice Depart- 
ment in October, 1966, has stated 
flatley that “no wiretap or elec-^ 
tronic surveillance was author-] 
ized on Dr. King while I was 
Alilut iiey^ueneral." t- ^ ^ 
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BY CI-ARKIi«T-; .lONKS 

fret Prest Weihinefon 

WASHINGTON— The puhlir 
outcry over tlic spying on_>I^r- 
tin Luthcr^in^i: brou^r^it 

into the opm parts of a story 
!l^at born whispered In 

Washington for fivf years. 


The story is not Hs tiering 
either to the slain civil rights 
leader or to the various law 
enforcement agencies In- 
volved. 


Newly uncovered highlights 
include : 


j# The FBI eavesdropped on 
*K3ng aa part of an internal 
security investigation. The 
original surveillance was ap- 
proved in writing by Robert 
F. Kennedy when he was at- 
torney general. 


0 The statements of Robert 
Kennedy, former sUorney gen- 
Ramsey Clark, and FBI 
i rector J. Edgar Hoover have 
somctirncs been mispleading 
and politlca llv insniiy d. 


Kennedy, for instanre, in a 
JiLibhc row with Hoover over 
Ihc original decision to use 
electronic purvcHlance on a 
broad basis, said in December, 
.1968 that he h:id not been 
^'are of all FBI bugging and 
wiretapping activity. 


roni^l 

rjot/fo 

tynja we^k later.^K^i^ 


Clark, In ^ sintement.s 
since the June' T MuHission by 
Jan FBI agent that King's 
telephone was lapped, has left 
the impresEhon that hr never 
knew of the surveillance on 
King. 

Reading Clark's quotes 
carefully. howo\Tr, dls- 

rovrr that ho ha? denied 
knowloiige of any elect rrinie 
survc\Uance of King taking 
place only wiiUe he wa.s rI- 
torney general. 

**lf Clark didiiM know nbouf 
the King stuff, he Avas the 

only one in the .fiiKtire Riiilil- 
fiig fhaf didn’t/' an employe 
during the Johnson nduilnlH- 
Ira t Ion safri U>dm^Ia> . 

I The FBI's tapping and bug- 


The re cordings^ and clan- 
destine pictures were .s\ipi>os- 
ed to .show the immorality of 
the Baptist preacher during 
his civil rights crusades 
^ around the country. 

Although the invitations m- 
lerred that the FBI had made 
the tapes, they were aclu- 
various po- 
a and then 
FBI. 

{ The FBI 2iad Us own bugs 
and wiretaps on King at the 
same time, but these’ were 
summarized in written form 
d.iily and then the tHper, were 
erased. ' 


Ithe tapes, mey 
II ally recorded by 
n Jicr agencies 
B Lharcd with the f 


ging of King ended, the Free 
Press learned, during the 
brief period between the time 
Katzenbach left and Clark be- 
came attorney general. 

It was djs(‘0ntinued. along 
with other sur veil lancet?, dur- 
ing the Kennedy-Hoovor fra- 
cas in 1966 and y’as not rein- 
stated after Clark became 
toirney general. ; 


Hoover replied that this was 
"abiwluiciy iiU-onceivab/e.'' 


PX>RMKt{ Attorney General 
NichoiKS Katzenbach ex- 
plained to liw Free Press 
Wednesday how the stalementH 
of both men were true but ifi- 
jcompietc. 


Kennedy, according to Katz- 
enbach, would give original 
[Approval ter ihi?^ FBI to spy 


U up. A 

S;^l€GsHMvl|ethe.r IHiUAvj 
cMU In effect. 


L\ AN UNrsi'Al. enunter- 
I Hac k, the FBI lain Wednes- 
day issued coj^if'S of a Iriler to. 
n^'ws paper <-olumnlst Carl T.j 
Rowan. Rowan wrote Sunday 
that Uie wiretapping Of King 
was illegal and A'iolafod pres-- 
idenUal ref^uicli ons tha t Um-: 
iled r J e ct ~>ni s u r v e i ms n r e tOj 
national security investiga- 

I ions. He called for Hoover’s 
csigrjatlou. 

( Associate FBI r>lrcctor 
:ilyde A. ToKon called Ro- 
wan's coti.uun. nudicious and 

s('urrihius. 

To|^*aii ;iK« for I he fii 'il 

lime fftlicially tluM the l\iiig 
nir^-lap was autliorizecf fii ^ 
writing by Koherl KeiiTiedy 
while he was attorney pen- 
f»raJ. 

?\>ur years ago, highly 

k laced FBI Rgonts were in- 
iting congressmen and news- 
men to , hear "the Martin 
Ivuther King tapes” apparent-, 

I y in an effort to back up J, 
odgar Hoover's atalcmenl 
ithat King,^iyS'*-''^^c most nO' 
torious liar in the cojmitrvJ-., 
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I KATZENBAf IL now’ work- 
\ ing ns an executive for IBM 
\ in New^ York, refused to com- 
ment on the King case Wed- 

f icsday, hut he did clearly dc- 
tne Jti.'Jlice Department policy 
on electronic aurvoillancc un- 
der Kennedy. 

When Kennedy w’as attorney 
gorej-al, Katzrnbach said, fje 
would give his approval for 
I he ?Td to hug or W'irotap an 
individual, but had no follovv- 
up. 

‘*rm ttie one that changed 
that,” Katzenbach s a I d, 
knew at iiny one time Avhat 
was going on. noforp 
once it was approved, It ju«t 
kept on going. U coufd he tak- 
off and you wouldn’t know 
it. U was an indenuile ap- 
proval/* " ; 

Under Katzenbach ahd 
Clark, the attorney gcncrfll 
was given a list every three 
' months of those then under 
flurvciilonce. 1 

As'Kcn about the offers to 
cnugrc.ssmeu and newsmen to 
he.^r In pcs of King’s conveV- 
sations. Knlzcnbach said, '‘I’ve 
I ward the same things yoi/v^ 
heard, but I liad no first-hand 
knowledge of it. 

”I re ally don’t think 1 c4n 
comment any further because 
this is still before the courtf<. 
It’s very hard to make a 
comment on a matter like 
without saymg cvcr j -r iiiug . t hat 
o\ighl to be said/’ 
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|f .B./. Says Kennedy 
Approved Wiretap 
OnDr. King's Phon^ 

9- ^ 

WASHINGTON, June 17 (AP) 

J — The Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation atUcked as **scurri- 
lous” today a report that its 
kdirector, J. Edgar Hoover, had' 
acted on his own in wiretap-' 
ping the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
r^Jig Jr. 

The wiretap "was specificah 
ly approved in advance in writ- 
ing" by the Attorney General, 
the late Robert F. Kennedy, the 
said. ' 

The bureau released the text 
of a letter written by Clyde 
iTolson. associate director, to 
Carl T. Rowan, the columnist, 
Iwho denounced Mr, Hoover on 
|Sunday and called for the di- 
rector’s resignation. 

1 The letter said: 

I I “My attention has been called 
to the malicious article which 
you wrote in The Washington 
[Sunday Star on June. 15, .1969, 
jconcerning Mr. J. Edgar Hoo- 
Iv pr. di Terro r of the F.B.L 
I *“For' information, the 


wiretap on Martin Luther Ki ng 
Jr. was specifically approved in 
advance in writing by the late 
Attorney General of the United 
States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy. 
[This device was strictly in the 
field of internal security and, 
therefore, was within the pro- 
visions laid down by the then 
President of the United States., 
It is to be hoped that youj 
|will give the same publicity to| 
this letter as was given to your 
scurrilous editorial." 

The fact that the Govern- 
jment wiretapped the assassi- 
nated civil rights leader's phone 
was confirmed two weeks ago 
Iduring hearings in Houston, on 
whether the conviction of Cas- 
sius Clay, the former heavy- 
|weight boxing champion, was 
tainted by illegally obtained evi 
dence. Clay is appealing a sen 
tence for refusing induction 
into the armed forces, 

I The Justice Department, at 
that time, said that Clay at no 
time had been the target of a 
Government wiretap. But a 
spokesman said some of his 
conversations were overheard 
[during other wiretapping o^er 
ations, * 


/ 

/ 


. 

> .Ri^I.oach — 


Mohr 

Bishop — 
Casper — 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 

Felt 

Gale 
Rosen 
Sullivan 
T avel — 
Trotter _ 


7^ 




Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 





The Washington Post 
Times Herald 


The Washington Daily News — 
The Evening Star (W'ashington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 


The New York Times . 
The Sun (Baltimore) _ 

The Daily W'orld 

The New Leader 


The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer . 
People's W’orld 


Examiner (Washington) 


Date , 


JUN '■ 


A'J /I ■ / • : 


■’ ' ^ 

54AUG1 ? 196!? 


NOT ];)•!('. 'I' 

mr,: , 









l)-19 (Rev. 7-17-<)(S) 


IFBI Official AsSls RFK Approved 
Wiretapping of Dr. King’s Telep hone 


/ tec'Koych -- 


Casper 

Callahi 


United Press Inlerntitlonal 

A lop aide to J. Edi:ar Hoo- 
^or said yesterday the FBTs 
wiretap on the telephone of 
IhORcv. Dr, Martin Luther 
Kmgjr. had‘'bc(?n''aulH6rized 
in writinC by Robert F. Ken*i 
nedy when he was Attorney; 

' General, j 

Clyde A. Tolson, Associate' 
'^PBI Director, made the asscr-j 
lion in disputing a charge that’ 
the wiretap violated legal and 
, presidenlial restnetions which 
[limited FBI wiretaps to per- 
sons approved by liie Attorney 
General and invr.Iving only 
“national security’’ investiga- 
tions. 

, Tolson said the King wire- 
tap met both requirements. 

His statement was made in a 
letter to newspaper columnist ' 
pari T. R owan, who .in .a cob ; 
umn published Sunday 

1 Sunday Star cited the wirc-j 
I Iftrrprng^of King’s pnone i n | 

\ Icontending that Hoover 
\ should be removed from of- 
• fice. 

'‘For your information,” 
Tolson wrote, *’the wiretap on 
Martin J^uther King Jr. was' 
specifically approved in ad- 
vance in writing by the late 
Attorney General of the 
United States, Mr. Robert F. 
Kennedy. This device was 
strictly in the field of internal 
security and, therefore, was 
^within the provisions laid 
down by the then President of 
the United States.” 

I The disclosure that the FBI r 
had tapped Mr. King’s phone , 
came this month in Houston all 
a court hearing into the! 
’charge by former heav vwcightj , 
Imxlng champion Cass his G lay 


IJiat his conviction for 
Ife iamu*idr afted was OoiairiCTf' 
on evidence illegally gained 
by wiretapping, 

I FBI agent Robert Nichols 
testified that he had super- 
vised the installation of a tap 
on Mr. King's home phone in 
, Atlanta, 

Kennedy served as Attorney 
General from 1961 to Sept em- 
Iber, 1964, wl^n Nicholas DeB. 
fKatzenbach ' succeeded him. 
lip^tzeubaeh was succeeded i n _ 
- 1^7 ny Kamsey Clark. ^ 

' < /iUGH 


I , Katzenb ach. contacted 
'terday in New York, where ne 
!is general counsel and vice 
' president of International 
Business Machines Corp,, said 
about King’s phone: "I had 
knowledge (about) w^hether it 
was or was not tapped.” 

He would not commcnTIur- 
ther or clarify his statement 
except to say, 'T obviously 
can’t talk about it. 1 don’t 
think it should be discussed 

I by me, by the Justice Depart- 
ment or by anyone.” 

Clark said that as Attorney 
General he had required the 
IFBI to furnish him with a list 
every three months of the 
names of persons w^hose 
phones were being tapped. 
Clark said Mr. King's name 
had never been on the list. 

' Nichols’ testimony indicated 
the King wiretap had contin- 
ued until his assassination in 
Memphis April 4, 1968, when 
Clark was Attorney General. 

Clark, contacted at his Vir- 
ginia home, insisted he had no 
knowledge « of any wiretap in- 
volving Mr. King. The former 
Attorney General said, “No 
wiretap or electronic surveill- 
ence was autuoriied on Dr. 
King while I was Attorney 
General ” \ 

Because of his order for a; 
report every three months, | 
Clark said he w'ould have ' 
known about a King wiretap. 
He added, In an interview de- , 
nying that he had authorized a| 
wiretap, that “the implication 
that people thought Dr. King 
W'as a security threat is outra- 1 
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I The FBI hn?; a loi nmre explninin^ to do about its motives 
; (or spying on the late i)r. Martin Luther King. 

It has publicly described a ** malicious** a column written 
by Carl Rowan that criticized the tapping of Dr. King*s 
phooes. 

Clyde Tolson. as>oriaie FBI director, says the wiretapping 
was done for “national security” reasons, with the approval 
of the late Robert Kennedy, then attorney general. 

That doesn't coine even close to telling it. 

ONE THING IT DOESN*T EXPLAIN, is the following inci- 
dent: 

About four years ago, an ex-FBI agent I knew asked me to 
join him for a round of golf. 

( After the ro.-nc!. we sat in the clubhouse chatting. He 
vorked the conversauon around ‘to Dr. King. \ 

He told me the FBI had been using a variety of electronic 
favesdropping devices on Dr. King. Besides tapping his 
phone, they had planted listening devices in hotel rooms hcF 
used while traveling. 

The result, he said, was a very thick file on Dr. King. 

He gave me some examples. 

They were very personal things. They W'ere things Tm 
sure Dr. King would not want anyone else to know about. If 
you bugged almost anyone’s bedroom long enough, you 
would hear things that person didn’t w'ant anyone else to 
know about. 

BUT NONE OF THE THINGS this ex-FBI agent told me 
reflected in any way on Dr. King's loyalty, his Americanism, 
or seemed to he remotely related to national security. 

Nor did they rtiicct on his role as a leader in the civil 
rights crusade, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, or a 
figure of hisfonc importanre. 

I a.ski'd the ex I BI agent if hi.s infoi ni.ilion was merely 
gossip or if he was sure about it. 

He said he had Vjsited J. Edgar Hoover in Washington and 
had been briefed on the contents of the King file. ♦ 

It w’as not uncommon, he said, for trusted ex-agents to be 
let in on such things. 

Obviously, I w^as supposed to be shocked by the things he 
told me. And I was. But not for the reasons he assumed. 

The shocking part of it was that he was actually sitting 
there telling me such things. ‘ ^ 

"ipiey were none of my business, and they were none of hfs 
buiiness. They were nobody’s bu-sin^s but Dr. King’s. \ 

lOLp I^Olg^INGlNG, on .i level with (hi 
iSwcs? scan^il m.’TRawnes'?!iw (ransom-peekinc p<ibticaiions. 
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f There %Vv'is no doubt in my mind then, and none now, that 
,t Vas being leaked to in©-(or the purpose of discrediting Dn' 
K'ng. i: 

The same type of thine. 1 have since learned, occurred ir, 

. 0‘hcr cities, with other new.smcn. i 

I And it doesn't take much rmaginalion to figure out why. 
j Dr. King and Hoover had engaged in a furious public quar- 
rel. Hoover, quite clearly* did not like Dv. King. 

That's why I suggest the FBI hasn't given an adequate ex- 
' pbnation. 

If the wiretapping was being done for national security, I 
presume that u should have been kept a big secret. 

Secret? How much of a secret was it if a newspaper col- 
, umnist in Chicago knew ct the eavesdropping? Or if a for- 
mer agent — a private citizen — could talk about it? 

(For the record, the ex-agent was not a two-bit gumshoe 
given to flights of fancy. He was then a well known and 
highly respected investigator. He is today a famous and 
powerful man.) 


I AND IS THE PURPOSE OF SUCH official eavesdropping 
to gather spile material, transom-peeking tidbits that will be 
; whispered in the ears of opinion-makers? 

That, of course, is the greatest danger from Big Brother 
, and his big car. 

jf thaCs what Dr. King’s file was used for, then I'll gladlj/ 
j second Rowan's suggestion that Hoover he replaced. j 
frhe scandal-sheet business should be left to private indu^ 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Edilorials 


Wiretaps Do Not Frighten 
Folk With Nothing To Hide 




tVlRKTAPS arc in the news 
again. This lime, editorial eyebrows 
were raised high in shock and sur- 
I prise over the report that the Fed- 
jeral Bureau of Investigation had 
tapped the phones of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

■ As has become customary, the 
ultra-liberals expressed horror and 
immediately called (again) for the 
[resignation of J. Edgar Hoover, the 
I FBI director. 

, But last week a top official of 
jtf.e FBI said that the official Wire- 
Tapping of Dr.. King’s phones had 
keen done with the advance approv- 
al of the late Attorney General 
Kobert F. Kennedy. 

\ 

CLYDE A. TOLSON, -the bu- 
reau’s associate director, defended 
the much - criticized tapping of 
King's phones in a letter addressed 
to Carl T. Rowan, a columnist for 
The Washington Sar, who attacked 
I Hoover in an article in that 
newspaper last Sunday. 

“For your information,” Tolson 
wrote to the columnist, “the wire- 
tap on Martin Luther King, Jr., 
was specifically approved in ad- 
vance in writing by the late attorney 
general ot Die United States, Mr. 
Robert F. Kennedy.” 

I Rowan had accused Hoover of 
“abuse of and contempt for the 
law” in tapping the King phones. 
But Tolson said the monitoring was 
i . done “strictly in the field of inter- 
i ' nal security, and, therefore, was 
within the provision laid down by 
I the then President of the United 
1 Stai^i^ ■ 


WE HAVE NEVER understood 
why the business of electronic 
eavesdropping — by w h a t e v e r 
method — has always caused the 
ultra-liberal crew such agony. It is 
not necessarily a reflection on the 
person directly involved, since U.« 
investigators’ interest may be in 
other persons who call in to the 
tapped phone and may even be 
done to protect the reputation or 
the very life of the person directly 
involved 


It was evidence gathered by wirp 
tapping in the income tax case of 
Robert G. (Bobby) Baker, the pro- 
tege of former President Johnson, 
that “broke” the case. It was or- 
dered by former Attorney General 
Kennedy — the story at the time 
being that Kennedy was seeking in- 
formation that would persuade his 
- brother. President Kennedy, to drop 
Johnson as his running mate in 
1964. 

MANY PEOPLE ASK to have 
taps put on their phones in order 
to trace cranks, blackmailers and 
moutliers of obscenities. 

Citizens with nothing to hide 
generally raise no furious objection 
to the use of electronic eavesdrop- 
ping aids, altliough of course no- 
body likes to have his privacy in- 
vaded. It is the captains and lieu- 
tenants of the criminal underworld, 
along with the saboteurs and the 
international plotters who princi- 
pally object to methods which they 
^^s^tiremselves use freely. 
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(FBI Says I 
pKd King 


Kennedy 

Wiretap 


I A'' By LYLbj>ENNISTON 

I ! '~srar S3J?‘W?!ftr"' 

I A top official of the FBI has 
claimed that official w^lapping 
on Dr. Martin Luther 'King Jr. 
had the advance approval of the, 
late Atty. G«n. Koben F, Ken*, 
nedy. i 

Clyde A. Tol son, the bureau's 
associate director, defended the 
legality of ^ the much-criticized i 
tapping of* King s phone in a 
letter dated Monday. 

The letter was sent to Carl T. 
Rowan, a columnist for The 
Star, and was intended as an’ 
answer to an article Rowan 
wrote for last Sunday's edition, 
attacking FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover for the electronic spying 
on King. A copy of the letter; 
was sent to the editor of The 
Star. 

"For your information,’’ Tol- 
son wrote to the columnist, ‘‘the 
wiretap on Martin Luther King 
Jr. w^as specifically approved in 
advance in writing by the late 
attorney general of the United 
States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy^^j 

First Revealed in Houston 

Tolson added that the monitor- 
ing device “was strictly in the 
field of internal security, and, 
therefore, was within the provi- 
sion laid down by the then Presi-i 
dent of the United Stales,” | 

Rowan, reached by telephone j 
in Little Rock, Ark., comment 
ed: “I find Mr. ToJson's revela- 
tion interesting, and I have sub- 
mitted to him additional ques- 
tions seeking information to 
which 1 think the American pub- 
lic is entitled. look forward to 
his reply.” 

The first official revelation 
that King had been the subject 
pf FBI wiretapping came earli- 
j^er this month in a federal court 
hearing in Houston. 

Robert Nichols, a special 
pgent in the FBI office in Atlan- 
ta, testified that he had super- 
vised a device attached to the 
U'lephone lines at King's home 
there. 

The wiretap apparently was 


installed sometime in and 
f ncf¥ na?e been indicaooiis " 
the wiretapping continued for 
some time after that, perhaps 
until shortly before King’s assas 
sination April 4, 19G8. Kennedy 
[was attorney general from Janu- 
lary 1961 until Sept. 3, im. 

I If the wiretapping had ihc spe- 
icific approval of the attorney 
general, and if it was used as 
part of a ‘'^national security” in- 
vestigation, it apparently was 
not operated in violation of legal 
restrictions in effect at the time. 

Tolson’s letter seemed clearly 
designed to show that both as- 
nects of legality had been met 
jjby the FBI. His letter was 
prompted by comments by the 
Kolumnist that Hoover had been 
(flouting the law by permitting 
I the wiretap on King’s phone. Ro- 
Iwan directly accused Hoover of 
I “abuse of contempt for the 
' law.” 

Branding this a “malicious” 

I and “scurrilous” article, Tolson 
1 invited Rowan to give his an- 
swer wide publicity. 

I The FBFs new defense of it- 
self seemed likely to start a new 
round of public dispute over the 
official responsibility for the use 
of electronic listening devjrpg 
f 1 nrce ^ears ago. Hoover and 
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Kj)bert Kennedy, then a U.S. 
sen a cor rfom New 
public charges that each otlier 
vvas responsible for approval of 
the use of hidden microphones, 
as opposed to direct wiretap, for 
investigation. 

At that the late senator 
made public a letter to him dat- 
ed Feb. 17, 19C6, from Courtney 
A. Evans, who had been assist- 
ant FBI director while Kennedy 
Was attorney general. 

While Kennedy relied on that 
letter to help him make the 
point that the use of hidden' 
microphones was not Kennedy’s 
responsibility, the letter did car- 
ry a paragraph which suggests 
that Kennedy had been involved 
directly in approving the use of 
wiretaps. 

The paragraph read; *'On Jan. 
10, 1961, while you were attorney 
general designate, a memoran- 
dum was delivered to you fur- 
nishing a summary on the use 
fef wiretapping by the FBI in 
serious national security cases. 
Thereafter, individual requests 
in these serious national security 
cases for wiretap authorization 
Wre sent to you by the FBI 
for approval. These were the 
only wiretap authorization which 
were ever submitted to you.” 
Evans, now a Washington law- 
yer, said last night that he sim- 
ply had no recollection about 
whether a wiretap authorization 
directed at King had ever been 
involved in liis discussion with 
Kennedy. 

If the King wiretap was in- 
stalled any time during 1964, 
and if it did have approval by 
the attorney general, that could 
have come only from Kennedy 
or his successor, Nicholas deB. 
Katzenbach. 

Katzenbach, reached by tele- 


in Afmonk, N,Y.7d^Bned 
to comment on Tolson's asser- 
tion. He noted that the King 
wiretap is presently involved “in 
, litigation”— a reference to the 
Houston case, which is a draft 
evasion prosecution of former 
heavyweight boxing champion 
CassiUs Clay. 

Aides to Kennedy suggested 
last night that, during 1964, the 
period after the assassination of 
his brother, President John F. 
Kennedy, the attorney general’s 
interest in some of his official 
affairs flagged. 

I At the time, Katzenbach, was 
Kennedy deputy at the Justice 
Department. 

A later attorney general 
Ramsey Clark, has told report- 
ers that he personally had never 
given approval for wiretapping 
on King. Clark also has said he 
Required the FBI to tell liim ev- 
ery three months the names of 
people being monitored electron- 
ically and that King’s name was 
never reported to him in that 
category. 

If the wiretapping had contin- 
ued until shortly before King’s 
death, it would have been in 
operation during Clark’s leader- 
ship of the department. 

. Tolson’s letter to Rowan, while 
saying that the wdretap on King 
had been "specifically author- 
ized” by Kennedy, did not say 
directly that King himself was 
the subject under investigation. 

In addition, Toison did not in- 
clude with his letter a copy of 
the specific document upon 
which the claim of authorization 
apparently was based. 

Testimony at the Houston 
hearing appeared to indicate 
that King himself was the sub- 
ject of the investigation, and 
that this was tlie reason that his 


telephone bad been tappeSTor 
long periods of time. 

I A Justice Department spokes- 
man, asked whether there was 
any document to support the 
claim in Tolson’s letter, declined 
a direct answer last night. How- 
ever, the spokesman referred to 
a statement issued by the de- 
partment earlier this month 
j^vhich had said that Hoover was 
“accurate in every respect” 
when he had repeatedly told 
Congress all wiretaps had been 
authorized in advance and in 
writing by the attorney general 
in office at the time the tapping 
was proposed. 

The spokesman thus appeared 
to be implying that Tolson’s let- 
ter also was an accurate de- 
scription of authorization 
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IFBI Ciaims 
Tappmg of 

iV ^ By LYLE DENNISTON 

y SUr staff WritEF . 

( A top official of the FBI has : 
tlaimed that official wiretapping, 
on Dr. Martin Luther ‘King Jr, 
had the advance approval of the 
late Atty. Gen. Robert F, Ken- 1 
nedy, I 

Clyde A. Tolson, the bureau’s! 
associate director, defended the' 
legality of the much-criticized 
tapping of King's phone in a 
letter dated Monday. 

The letter was sent to Carl T. 

Rowan, a columnist for The\ 

Star, and was intended as an 
answer to an article Rowan 
wrote for last Sunday's edition, 
Attacking FBI Director J. Edgar 
Rioover for the electronic spying 
i on King. A copy of tbe letter 
was sent to the editor of Thej 
Star, ! 

“For your information,"* Tol- 
son wrote to the columnist, “the 
wiretap on Martin Luther King 
Jr. was specifically approved in 
advance in writing by the late 
attorney general of the United 
States, Mr, Robert F. Kennedy.” 

{ 

First Revealed in Houston 

Tolson added that the monitor- 
ing device ^*was strictly inthe^ 
field of internal security, and/ 
therefore, was within the provi-i 
sion laid down by the then Presi - 1 
dent of the United States.** I 
The first public revelation that; 

King had been the subject of, 

^BI wiretapping came earlier | 
this month in a federal court i 
hearing in Houstonn j 

Robert Nichols, a special | 

Jigent in the FBI office in Allan- ! 
ta, testified that he had super- j 
vised a device attached to thej 
telephone lines at King’s home 
there. I 

The wiretap apparently waS| 
installed sometime in 19G4, and 
there have bc«'n indica Lions *.hot' 
llie wiretapping continued for 
some time after that, perhaps 
until shortly before King’s assas- 
sination April 4, 1968- Kennedy 
was attorney general from Janu* 
ary 1961 until Sept. 3, 196*- 


Kennedy OKd 
Dr. King's Phonej 
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If the wiretapping had the spe- 
Icific approval of the attorney 
general, and if it was used as 
part of a “national security” in- 
vestigation, it apparently was 
not operated in violation of legal 
restrictions in effect at the time. ; 

I Rowan Blasts Hoover 

Tolson*s letter seemed clearly 
I designed to show that both as- 
Ipects of legality had been met 
py the FBI. His letter was 
[prompted by comments by the 
Itolumnist that Hoover had been 
flouting the law by permitting 
the wiretap on King*s phone. Ro- 
wan directly accused Hoover of 
“abuse of contempt for the 
law.” 

I Branding this a “malicious” 
and “scurrilous” article, Tolson 
invited Rowan to give his an- 
swer wide publicity. 

^ I The FBFs new defense ofit- 
! self seemed likely to start a new 
I round of public dispute over the 
official responsibility for the use 
I of electronic listening devices. 

I Three years ago, Hoover and 
Robert Kennedy, then a U.S./ 
senator from New York, traded 
public charges that each other 
was responsible for approval of 
the use of hidden microphones, 
as opposed to direct wiretap, for 
mvesngation. « — 
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I L Kennedy Released Letter 

SrtSaFTlme, the late senator 
made public a letter to him dat- 
'ed Feb. 17, 1966, from Courtney 
,A. Evans, who had been assist- 
jfent FBI director while Kennedy 
I 1 was attorney general. 

I While Kennedy relied on that 
I letter to help him make the 
i point that the use of. hidden 
microphones was not Kennedy's 
responsibility, the letter did car- 
ry a paragraph which suggests 
that Kenney had been involved 
directly in approving the use of 
wiretaps. 

The paragraph read; '‘On Jan. 
10, 1961, while you were attorney 
general designate, a memoran- 
dum was deliver^ to you fur- 
nishing a summary on the use 
|bf wiretapping by the FBI in 
serious national security cases. 
Thereafter, individual requests 
in these serious national seemity 
cases for wiretap authorization 
Iwere sent to >ou by the FBF 
for approval. These were the 
only wiretap authorization which 
were ever submitted to you." 

[ Evans, now a Washington law- 
yer, said last night that he sim- 
ply had no recollection about 
whether a wiretap authorization 
directed at Kmg had ever been 
involved in his discussion with 
Kennedy. 

Interest Said to Flag 

If the King wiretap was in- 
stalled any time during 1964, 
and if it did have approval by 
the attorney general, that could 
have come only from Kennedy 
or his successor, Nicholas deB. 

' Katzenbach. 

I Katzenbach could not be 


reached immediately fer 


iiienr" on The matter. 


Aides to Kennedy suggested 
last night that, during 1964, the 
period after the assassination of 
his brother, President John F. ! 
Kennedy, the attorney general’s 
interest in some of his official 


affairs flagged. 

At the time, Katzenbach. was 
Kennedy deputy at the Justice 
Ibepartment. 

A later attorney general 
Ramsey Clark, has told report- 
ers that he personally had never 
given approval for wiretapping 
on King. Clark also has said he 
tequired the FBI to tell him ev- 
fery three months the names of 
people being monitored electron- 
ically and that King’s name was 
n^ver reported to him in that 
car5gnryr^‘ ^ " 


No Document Included 

** ' ' ■ 

If the wiretapping naa contin- 
ued until shortly before King’s 
death, it would have been in 
operation during Clark's leader- 
ship of the department. 

Tolson’s letter to Rowan, while 
saying that the wiretap on King 
had been" specifically author- 
ized" by Kennedy, did not say 
i directly that King himself was 
- the subject under investigation. 

In addition, Tolson did not in- 
clude with his letter a copy of 
the specific document upon 
which the claim of authorization 
apparently was based. 

Testimony at the Houston 
hearing appeared to indicate 
that King himself was the sub- 
ject of the investigation, and 
that this was the reason that his 
telephone had been tapped for' 
long periods of time. 

. t A Justice Department spokes- 
man, asked whether there was 
any document to support the 
claim in Tolson's letter, declined 
a direct answer last night. How- 
ever, the spokesman referred to 
a statement issued by the de- 
partment earlier this month 
^hich had said that Hoover was 
“accurate in every respect" 
when he had repeatedly told 
Congress all wiretaps had been 
^authorized in advance and in 
writing by the attorney general 
in office at the time the tapping 
■ was proposed. 

The spokesman thus appeared 
to be implying that Tolson’s let- 
ter also was an accurate de- 
scription of authorization. 
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ScBi^s Tcups Liuls 
Kina to Communist 


King to i^oii 

By 

WASHINGTON -Public air- 
jinp of ihc FlM's recordings of 
privalc conversations Dr^ Mar- 
llnLulhcf Kingconduclcd with 
his Ylfo lest advisers could po a 
lone Unvard changing the 
image of ihc slain civil rights 
leader. 

Summaries of ine record- 
ings, as rc' cak'd to members of 
a House Appropriation Sub- 
committee, beaded by Uep* 

John i. Koonc> 1 0. H, 
clcarU indicate that king v\as 
in direct contact uilh one of ibe 
most influential communists in 

.the H.S. 

With leads obtained from 
, their cieclronic eavesdropping, 

t he FBI Nvas able to confirm 
hat this Kremlin agent, whose 
influence extended into the 
highest ranks of the Commun- 
ist Parly, USA, was one of 
Ring's ghosl writers and chief 
" adviscrs'on protest strateg\v 

In addition to the evidence, 
gained from the King record- 
lines* the FBI succeeded in tak- 
ing several photographs of the* 
civil rights leader meeting with 
ihls covert Communist opera- 
tor at one of the major U.S, i 
airports. 

Photos of Meetings 

King, « hose assassination in 
Memphis in April, 196S, is still 
carried as an ^Vipcn invest iga- . 
|h(*n" by the Mil, was first put 
uinliT goUTiiinent siineiMancc 
in will'll I lie late Robert 
Kennedy vias Atloriicy (ienerak 
Although Kennedy, after , 

I leaving the Justice Depart- . 
ment, denied any knowledge of 
(King's surveillance. Mil and 
liuslicc Department records ^ 
show he auihoriixd the inquiry 
during a conference attended j 

( by FBI Director J. Edgar . 
J^oov^, then Deputy Att orney ^ 
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General Nicholas de 
bach, and another high-rank- 
^ |ing FBI aide. 

Another Security Case 
The surveillance of King. 

now under fire by several large 
East Coast newspapers* has the 
outgrowth of nil or in a lion that 
jibe FBI agents obtained dur- 
Vnes its u'A estigatJOii of another 
national security ease. 

When King's name was 
mentioned several times by one ^ 

of the persons under surveill- 
ance in the ease, it w as decided 
that the civil rights leader 
should be placed under close 
observation. 

I i ho FBI inquiry, wSiich con- 
tinued forseicrai years, inv- 
olved King's trips to Sweden 
and Fast (Jermaiiy as well as 
his preparations to lead the so- 
ciiiled Army Campaign*’ 

to disrupt Washington. 

These and other still secret 
details of King's activities were 
^revealed by FBI Director J. 
lEdgar Hoover to members of 
the Rooney subcomniiUee 
‘ shorilv before the civil rights 
leader was slain. 

Feared DX - Riots 
Deeply concerned about 
King's plans to disrupt Wash- 
ington, the legislators had rc-.^ 
quested the briefing so they 

would be prepared to bium liis^ 
assault bn ('ongress should 
that bcciunc necessary . AA"i 

I I So alarming was the MlFsCy * j • \ 
1 ’data on King that the lawmak-W' 

\ ers took the extraordinary .step 

of briefing House Speaker ^ 

John McCormack. This infor- 
mation along with other male- /A /) 

|rial furnished by the FBI 

. caused McCormack to make j,;oi 

extensive preparations, includ- 

ing the alerting of mililary ^ 
units, to defend the Capitol 
' a^insl_King's plans to cause " 

massive disrupliom 
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^ riic llonso Ociiiocnilic lc:ui- 
crs, all siron« supporters of the 
laftr i^rcsident Kennedy^ \>crc 
rcpvitedi) shocked at the j^uttcr- 
t>pc iailfiuajie Kinj; used in 
private comersatmns about the 
laic President. 

I Other recordings in the FBI 
files dealt extensively with his 
private lile, accnrdutg lo the 
ice i si a tors, and showed that 
titcrc \scrc u\o Kings one the 
public knew and (he other 
known only lo his closest 
I friends and the FBI, 

Although no government 

agency or commission has 
made a study of King’s long- 
range strategy of proiest, there 
is enough evidence in the files 
jof the FBI to show that King’s 
goal was to create a mass pro- 
test movement. With the 
movement. King and his advis- 
ers hoped lo force a radical 
change in this country’s form^ 
of government. 

King’s leadership was lo 
give the over-all movement 
’’motion” and an acceptable 
’’image” that would attract 
millions of Negroes, young 
people, the poor, clergy, and 
those disenchanted wiih ihc 
Vietnam war. 

liis tactics In changing his 
protest leadership from one of 
civil rights to anti-war« anti- 
poverty, and anti-government 
during the closing days of his 
life were part of this grand 
strategy. 

Naliimal Holiday Drive 

I Whether most of liicsc i*BI 
rectirdings, since many of them 
deal with national security eas- 
^ili^ndcr investigation, will 


^cver be revealed by the Nixon 
Adminisiralion h conjcciural. 

Should supporters of Dr. 
King, however, pump new life 
into the stalled drive in Con- 
gress to create a national holi- 
day honoring him, demands 
could become forthcoming 
from mui-King icgisiulofs that 
j |Hoovcr be called lo testify. If 
\ that occurs, the ”M artin Lu-‘ 
I iher King tapes” could become 
big news. 

For now, the only public 
. confirmation of the King re- 
cordings comes from Houston 
Federal Judge Joe Ingraham’s 
hearing involving the case of 
former heavyweight boxing 
champion Cassius Clay. 

I Testimony by FBI agents in 
*tJte Houston hearing revealed 
that conversations of King and 
Clay were recorded. 

Both the movement to 
mark King’s birthday as a na- 
tional holiday and the Houston 
court hearing clearly indicate 
that the final chapter in the 
Marlin King story is yet to be 
written. 
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b: -.^.ings ox i.on‘*cs 
and boic: roc'c 

j A JusllCO r^i-ai-imont of^b 
c i :\1 a ck no \v‘; u( - : d in Fo t ler al 
District Co\;rt ihal Dr, Mnrlin 
Lntlior Kir.i^ was undav doc- 
troiiic* 5;irvoiri. .'Kv in li’tD awl 


MipervF, d this rnrvcillanco 
iOu'i the court “it was i)\y itn- 
dorslnndinn that it wont on 
after thrit.“ 

The wliolc truth Is that Dr, 
Kiiic/s phones were t«'^ppcd» 
his hotel rooms buo'^cd, and he 
was personally shadowed right 
up to the time he was slain in 
Memphis on April 4, IDGS, 

Another FBI agent, C. Barry 
Pickett, told the court in Hous- 
ton, Texas, that for four solid 
years he had listened eight 
hours a day, five days a week, 
to the conversations of Elijah 
Iduhammad, leader of the 
Black Muslims. Pickett em- 
ployed bOwi a telephone wire- 
tap and a m.icrxudacnc planted 
in Muhaminac's fx’ine. 

Ti:ese c?,s:s cf electronic 
eavesdrepr Ing, which violate 
bo:h federal law and a presi- 
dential executive order, were 
^dioclr-ccrl in a heaii"''^- as far- - 


'i::ei *iiLLV:AVCi;’nl 0 u A i :1 yr'' 
champioii Ca.ssi js Clay’s effort 
to overturn a fivC-ycar prison 
sentence for his refusal to be 
drafted. 

These buggings, w'hich 
caught some Cloy conversa- 
tions in their “not/* arc but a 
frnciian of the illognj wiretaps 
tliat have moved tliU country 
t :.r closer to a pohco si ate 
t i r ' 1 I A mcr 1 c a n s r r a I izc . 
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- Imn 

curity“ is more i)owuiful than 
“inolhcrliood/’ for it cvolms 
fear, and men still surrender 
more things — including liber- 
ty — out of fear tl::in they do 
out of love. 

The puzzling thing nbr/ut 
Clark's statement is that he 
acts as though ho is surprised 
to hear of the wiretapping and 
bugging of Dr. King. Could 
Cku k j)Ossibly iuve l>ocn una- 
ware tiiat FBI officials were 
going bi'fore congressional 
committees and partly justify- 
ing I ’.rger appropriatiens bv 


*,;ti nothin some congrr;^nir-»i 
and feeding anti-King ammu- 
nition to Sxninjorners wlio dc- 
spi.'^cd Uie civil riglits leader 
^ all by way of revealing “tid- 
bits’* picked up through the 
wiretaps and buggings? 

Was Clark unaware that cer- 
|tain FBI officials were roam- 
ing the country leaking to 
newspaper editors poisonous 


what the buggings allegedly 
tad revealed? 

Every^body else in Washing- 
ton of any consequence knew 
it, and many deplored it, but 


I go about making the FBI bend 
to the laws of the land. ’ 


There is a nol-too-flippant 
assumption in Washington that 
|J. Edgar Hoover has been FBI 


dirccjor for 45 years because 


all the recent Presidents have 
assumed that he knew loo 
much about them to be re- 
placed. So not only was he not 
replaced by any of the young- 
(cr, very able FBI men in the 
( normal course of things, but 
Presidents Johnson and Nixon 
have felt it wise or expedient 
jto waive a law saying Hoover 
i has reached the rocldng-chair 
ago. 

1 % ‘Hoover ought to bo replaced 
\ ns FBI director — immediate- 
ly. 

As Washington agency heads 
I Jgo, Hoover may have done a 
I better job than most. But tl;o 
\ people of this country ;Kne\j 


something when they Ur.Uf-5 


sorts that “tne im- 
iki.Vit fi-ople/hcught . 


the time one man might serve 
in the presidency. They saw 
personal fiefdcms as inimical 
to liiO democracy, the personal 
freedom, that we have come Jo, 
cnei isa *' ** 


* if it is dringcrou.'J- ur have- 
one man .serve three full terms 
as President, it i.s far more 
(kmgorous to have one nuan 
take lifetime posso.vsion of a 
powerful police-invesligative 
agency that prods into tho 
Jeepost secrets of the most 
prominent, most honored citi- 
zens and hns the prAver to dis- 
credit, even destroy, almost 
anyone. The kind of abuse of 
and contempt for the law man- 
ifest in tlic King rmd Muham- 
mad eavesdropping bccomo 
almost inevitable when a man 
i.s loft in a key job as long as ' j 
Hoover Jias been. 

Were Hoover a more 
thoughtful man, or as con- 
cerned about the preservation 
of democracy and liberty as 
his speeches suggest, he would i 
have resigned long ago. He 
would not keep putting Presi- 
dents in the political bind of 
deciding to keep him or ease 
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fs dear Hoover ha*^ : 


intention of resigning. So wi\ 
does the President muster t: 
courago to say: *‘Well don< 
thou good and faithful servan 
Goodbye/’? 
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Law,. and,OrdeiL\ 

I The FBI admitted in federal district 
court at Houston that it engaged in 
unlawful wiretapping on the telephone 
I of Dr. Martin Luthei- King Jr. right up 
1 Viniil the lime of the assassination. 

I Kvhat this country needs more of is 
! J-cspcct for the law, we have heard so 
• ; Imany times in the sermons of J. Edgar 
j I Hoover. What he re ally means, w* 
j ! gather, ds everybody -except the 
I ! jFBI should respect the law._ ) 
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‘King 'Kipe’ Emerges From , Legend 
To Underline a Danger to Liberti^ 


FOR SEVERAL years a 
piece of 'Washington apocry- 
pha known as “the Tilartln 
Luther King tape" was the 
subject of sly an(! ugly sur* 
mise among certain journah 
Istlc insiders. There arc 
those who claim to have bad 
The Tape played for them . 
by obliging law enforcement 
officials. Others arc said to, 
have been given transcripts 
of a gathering, bugged by 
Government investigators, 
at which Dr. King and 
friends were present. 

It was one of tho.^c repug- 
I ... nant but enduring stories 
that cling to eonlroversial 
Jpublic figures. The FBI and 
{Justice Department stead- 
fastly denied know ing any- 
thing specific about elec- , 
Ironic surveillance of Dr, 
King. Shoulders would 
shrug, eyebrows would arch 
knowingly, fingers would 
point discreetly in other 

I direciions, And FBI Direc- 
tor J. Edgar Hoover con- * 
tented himself with attack- 
ing the civil rights leader as 
“the most notorious liar in 
the country/’ 

Kow the unseemly truth is ' 
j- out. It emerged in the form 
|of sworn testimony by FBI 
agents in a Houston Fed- 
eral courtroom in the case 
of former neavyweight box- 
ing chtimpion Cassius Clay, 
now Muhammad Ali. The 
agents acknowledged that 
they had snooped on Dr, i 
King for a period of several 
years. 

The gist of the testimony 
w’as that a group of men^ 
one of them a 22*ycarofd ] 
|FBI clerk — sat in air-condi- ^ 
tioned rooms and listened to ' 
the private conversations of ' 
this prominent American ,\ 
without the faintest shred of ' 


legitimacy or aufficlcnt 
cause. ^ > 



JT VvAS told to write^‘ 
dbwTrwKAtcvcr I hcTard that* 

I would consider of value ” 

I testified FBI agent C. Barry 
Pickett in \vords that should 
be engraved on some monu- 
iiienl to our lime. After four 
years of eavesdropping eight : 
hours a day, five days a 
week on the telephone con- 
versations of Black Muslim 
, leader Elijah Muhammad, ; 
j Pickett was elevated from -j 
i clerk to agent. I 

Why w'as Dr. lUng under 
[ , surveillance? No one h«as 
\ t said. But it may be signifi- , 
j i cant that the snooping \ 
I ^ began at a time when he ' 
! |cnlicizcd the FBI for asslgn- 
_ ing Southern agents to pro- 
; tcct civil rights workers in ^ 
• the South, It is also ironic ( 
. that this seemingly gratui- 
tous invasion of Dr. King’s 
I personal life occurred at a^' 
^ time when many high-rank 

ling members of the Justice 
iDepartment would have ex- ^ 
pressed nothing less than 
roaring outrage at the 
thought that his phone was 
being tapped by Govern* 
j ment agents. It w’as the 



time, in other words, when 
Robert F. Kennedy was At- 
torney General of the 
United States. 

After the disclosure last 
week, there was an under- 
standable rush to disavow 
responsibility for electronic 
pursuit of Dr, King. Former 
Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark denied authorizing 
ony wiretaps or bugs against 
Dr. King or Elijah MuUam- 
sniad while he headed the Jus- 
|tice Department. His prede- 
cessor, Nicholas cleB, Katzen- 
^bac h declined to say any- 
*tmn'g=pablicly* . ry , -- ; 
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Diti Kobort Kennedy.^ 
{l;m>w? ^he Flil's only re- 
corded comment on the af- 
fair was to rciCT quostioners 
|to Iloovec’s testimony over a 
]>eriod of years that each 
bng was authorized in writ- 
ing before installation by 
the Attorney General. And 
It he Justice Department last 
J^vcek described Hoover's tes- 
timony as “accurate in every 
respect/' Infercntially, the 
IfiU is saying that Mr. Ken- 
lu'dy knew and approved. ' 
Son. Kennedy was ques- 
tioned during the Oregon 
primary in 19G8 about the 
charge that he ordered Dr. 
King’s phone lapped and his 

• reply was equivocal. 

!•> JUNK, 1065, President 
Johnson issued an executive 
nrohibiting wiretap-^ 
ping except in “national sc- . 

* 

curity" investigations. In his^ 
fiestiniony Hoover speaks of 
“internal security” matters. ' 

tVhat constitutes “internal 
security,” this column asked 
|of an FBI spokesman. ”It^. 
has to speak for itself,” he , 
replied. 

There is a spcrlncular am- . 
bigiiity about it all. 

I Attorney General John N. / 
^Mitchell now intends to use 
the authority conferred on 
him by Congress last year to ^ 
u5e wiretaps in the wide va- 
ricty of eases permitted • 

binder ^the new O flinjbus ^ 

Crime Act 


^When you consider the 
scope of the blatantly iiicgaf* 
wiretapping carried out by 
Government agents during 
the past few years it boggles 
the mind to consider how 
pervasive official snooping., 
miglit become once it was ^ 
legitimized by local courts 
at the behest of local prose-' 
cutors. During the second 
half of 19G8, for example, 
state officials obtained 174' 
wiretapping warrants, all 
but seven of them in New 
York where authorities used 
wiretapping for such sus- 
pected offenses as larceny 
and gambling. 

It is chilling to contem- 
plate the size of the elec- 
tronic dragnet that might be 
thrown over American citi- 
zens in the name of stamp- 
ing out suspected gambling 
violations. 

Yet President Nixon and 
his Attorney General have 
embraced the new Federal 
eavesdropping law with re- 
sounding public enthusiasm 
■ They may rue it wfce Qjthe 
Wiuimr^tart coming 
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■ LeJters to the Editor 

ruMfjftcrf ietten crc sub/ccf <o conc/cnjofjon^ and fbose not sc- 
hcicd hr publicotion will be returned anty when accompanied 
by itamped, seU-oddreaed cnychpcs. The use of pen Homes (S 
iimiied <o cor/CSponrfcnts whose identity is hnown «o Tho S(or. 

I Rowan and Hoover 

I SIR: The evolution of the King-Hoover^Rowan wire- 
lap controvery, or^ as it may come to be known, **The 
Case oi the Shifting Premise/* is a most interesting one. 

As the ball began rolling and rumors began to 
circulate that Robert F. Kennedy liad authorized the tap 
on Dr. King’s phone, the standard reply was that anyone 
who believed that Kennedy would actually authorize 
such a thing must have rocks in his head. Then, lo and 
behold, it turned out that RFK had indeed authorized the 
tap and we were told that the issue now is not: Did 
Kennedy authorize the tap; but did he infactrcciuestip 
And we were told that anyone thinking RFK would 
request a tap on King*s phone must have rocks in his 

^^^Now, as evidence mounts that Kennedy not only 
authorized the lap on King’s phone but requested it as 
well, one can imagine the sophistry which will greet this 
latest revelation: **Wcll, certainly, Kennedy requested 
the tap on Dr. King’s phone and, sure, he authorized it; 
but the real issue is who physically attiachcd the tap to 
the phone. And if you think Kennedy would personally 
attach a wiretap to Martin Luther King's phone then you 

inust . . /• ^ » 

John D. Lofton, Jr. 

SIR: Columnist Carl Rowan, in his recent diatribes 
I against J. Edgar Hoover, became extremely monotonous 
land completely unconvincing. The FBI director has long 
distinguished himself, not only for his ability but also for 
1 being the first FBI leader to introduce the use of legal 
methods into the work of the bureau with the object of 
making the evidence hold in a court of law. From the 
I beginning of his career, it is worth knowing, Hoover also 
demanded and received the promise of officials over 
Ihim that the FBI should be kept free of politics, a 
'promise that has always kept, or the bureau could 
never have been as effective. In recognition of his high- 
ly efficient innovations of technical and professional im- 
Iprovemenls, Mr, Hoover has received hundreds of 
'awards from the heads of various foreign security 
service agencies throughout the world as well as from 
police organizations within this country. 

As an experienced newsman and former high gov- 
I ernment official, doesn’t Mr. Rowan know that the 
I Attorney General always has to sign any request for 
I wiretapping of surveillance by the FBI? As a strict 
oI)servcr of legal methods and a lawyer himself. Mr. 

I Hoover would be far loo experienced and wise to 
'into that kind of an error. 

Mr. Rowan has shown himself quite adept at charac- : 
ter assassination himself in trying to persuade the 
public that we are rapidly proceeding toward a police 
I state under the direction of Mr. Hoover. If Mr, Rowan 
'were more factual than emotional in his statements, he 
would know that a potential police state would have put 
down the riots in 1967 with force of ^ms and a large 
death toll, such as have taken, place in other countries 
hpfnr<>_ police state takes over. , - 
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^SIU: Carl Rowan rates a Pulitrxr for his courageous 
I presentation on the FBI. It's about time somebody had 
the guts to lift the rock and start to expose what crawls 
under it. 

William T. Wimpton. 

Arlington, Va. 

^ * 

SIR: I am at a loss to understand why a writer of 
Carl Rowan’s caliber is allowed to write as he does in 
my fiivorilc newspaper. Anyone but a fool can read 
.the umicrlying vein in his columns. 

I What would we do without J. Edgar Hoover? I say 
thank Cod we have him. Too bad we haven't more like 
him than some of these patsies we have around. 

£< L. L. 

• * « « 

I SIR: Carl Rowan’s charges against Mr* H^ver have . 
'backfired on Carl Rowan. 

Elizabeth M, Caiyer. 

- Silver Spring, Md. - 

SIR: As a columnist Rowan’s effectiveness has been 
destroyed, if he was ever effective. His writings stamp '' 
him a racist and destructive critic. 

I Any attack, such as he made, on J. Edgar Hoover, 
who is a symbol of patriotism to the American people, • 
reflects the thinking and bitterness that this man holds 
for our society. 

I The FBI has been working diligently trying to ex- 
pose all of the people that are determined to undermine 
and destroy not only the liberty and freedom of our 
people but our country. They have protected the rights 
of all loyal, honest citizens by exposing the criminals, 
the traitors, the communists, the revolutionists and 
; “ others who would overthrow our republic to justify 
j their alleged inequities. An honest, law abiding, ioyd 
Amercian does not fear personal surveillance or elec- 
* Ironic listening devices. 

George J.’ Luekey* 

^ ^ • ■ 
SIR: That Carl Rowan’s grapes are sour is obvious! 

J At the same time, how ingrate can you get? Hoover has 
devoted his life to the service of his country; and I’d . 
still accept his evaluations over Rowan’s any day! ' . 
I’m sick of the most highly overworked term of our ^ 
day, ^’Racism.” 

R. S. S, 

• • • • 

I SIR: Now that J. Edgar Hoover has informed us 
that Carl Rowan is a ‘‘racist,” it may be timely to 
recall the Director’s characterization of the late Dr. 
King as “the most notorious liar in the country.’* It- 
i would seem, from the quality and substance of Mr.' 

I Hoover’s remarks, and the apparent adoption of the 
iKGB-style institutional philosophy by the FBI, that 
the above epithets should be more properly applied to 
their originator. _ v 

i R. F>Grimes. 

• * • « . ■■ - M ■ 1.,^ 

I SIR: Carl T. Rowan has been making assertions all - 
over the place— among them is that be is not a CIA : 
agent. So what? 

Considering his seemingly irresponsible assertions, 

[ rumors and name-calling tactics I suspect that the real 
I deal is that he is an FBI agent. He is studiously making 
a public commotion so that he can truly work undercov- 
J er for the FBI on some future assignment, 
r Now I think this is about as good a rumor as any of 
I Rowan’s; and I acknowledge starting it without help of, 

I the FBI or the CIA. The more I think of it the more I 
. like it because I think it could be some justification for 
Rowan carrying on the way he has» 

Robert E. TrRnble. 
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S ^ ^ ^ ^ F i? i:l era! B u vc a u of J n v c zi i gn t t a | s 

^ tie telephone of the late Dr. Martin Luthe rKing, 
The tappin-;j was disei o^d. beyond any con- 
Tfadiction, in testiniony given on Wednesday in a 
Federal District Court. It violated an Act cf Con- 
jrtess, the Federal Communications Act. It \no- 
jlatcd^he repeated assertion by FBI Director J. 
IFdgar Hoover that his agency tapped telephones 
only in national security cases. 

John S. Martin, an attorney in the U.S. Solicitor 
^General's office, acknowledged in court that the 
Icivii rights leader had been under FBI electronic 

i surveillance in 1%4 and 1965 and that the four - 
FBI \sirctaps made of telephone conversaiions iri 
which he participated were illegal. There can be 
no doubt whatever as to the illegality of these 
wiretaps. In point of fact, the Government did not 
choose to contest their illegality. 

I Mr. Hoover ha.s said many times that his agency ; 
taps no telephones without express authorization : ! 
from the Attorney General. Did Nicholas deB. ^ 
Katzenbach, a distinguished champion of civil ’ 
righis; authorize surveillance, in clear viola lluiF-of 

idw, uf-the country’s most respected oiriljighis 
. leader? 

I Mr, Hoover has said many times, in congressional 
hearings and in public statements, that his agency 
tap.s no telephones except in cases affecting the 
I country's security. Will he assert that he believed 
j the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King presented a peril 
to national security? He has Indicated on past 
occasions that he takes an elastic, and sometimes 
a very confused, view of national secvjrity. But 
* Martin Luther King? > 

It js no light matter to have the law flouted by 
the country’s foremost investigating agency. Con- 
, tempt for the law by public agencies and public 
I officials breeds contempt for the law by the public 
itself. Worse still, a contemptuous disregard for 
the nrivacy and the essential freedom of American 
' cit^ens strikes dangerously at the founo^.ions of 
: American life. The American people cannot afford 
! |to let J. Edgar Hoover be a law unto himself, no 
] matter how valuable his past public service. A 
people careless of fundamental rights can hardly 
; ,4,^ gzid.rto deserve those rights at all, - — 
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iW^etaps.on Dr. King- Made After 

* y\ 



T>., »• APTixi \UAi r^TinNi jtliricl liccn <i clerk in tlic 
B> MARTIN Phoenix. Ari/.. office of ilie 

^rcc,.itoTbcN<w^.^T^m» j j May,. 1062. until 

HOUSTON, Juno 6 — Tcsli-l^^ 
mony in Federal District Court p assignment, he said, was 
has indicated that ti^c FcdcralL^ conversations 

Bureau of Investigation fon- Black Muslim leaders, 

tinned to wiretap the tcle-;| y j had a microphone 
phoncjTof the Muhammad’s home as 

Luth er ^ ng Jr. and ^hjah ^5 ^ wircap on his tele- 

■'hammad after former phone. Mr, Pickett said 

1 Johnson ordered an end to wjrc-^ js^cilhcr Mr. Nichols. Mr. 
j taps except those authorized 


the Attorney General for 
j "national security*’ reasons. 

I The implication was that the 
^F.B.I. either ignored the Presi- 
|dential order or that Dr, King.] 
jlhe assassinated civil rights | 
header, and Mr. Muhammad, the 
I Black Muslim leader, were bc- 
iing surveyed in connection! 
Avilh some skurity case. ! 

;j The FB.L refused to com- 
iment. Aides of Mr. .lohnson 
!did not reply immediately to a 
request for clarification from 
him. 

On June 30. inos. President 
.Johnson, in an “administrative- 
ly confldenliar memorandum 
I to all Government departments, 
('said that the "in^as^on of priv- 
iacy of communications is a 
I highly offensive practice which 
should be engaged in only 
where the national security is 
at stake/* 

No telephone tap, including 
those for national security rea 
sons, could be maintained with 


Pickett, nor Mr. Pickett’s forme rj 
superior, Frederick J, Brownell.; 
a retired special agent, was 


that one was involved in the 
nthcring of “foreign intclligcj 
infoimation.” 

The Government lawyers 
argued that the four othcrs| 
should also be kept secret be- 
cause “theu naulhorized dis- 
semination of the facts relating 
to these surveillances would pre 
judicc the national interests and 
might prejudice the interest of 
third parties.’* * 

The Government attorneys,^ 
.Tohn S. Martin Jr. and Michael 
fa'. Epstein from the Justice De- 


out prior approval of the At- briefs. 


required to testify as to therj^j-tment, and United States At 


purpose of the wiretaps 
: District Judge Joe Ingraham 
referred to the wiretaps as be- 
ing illegal. But he said tliafif 
it were found that Cassius Clay 
had been convicted of draft 
dodging by the use of illegally 
gathered evidence it would not 
be necessary to decide the rea- 
sons for the wiretaps. 

The wiretap testimony was 
prcscnlcct as Judge Ingraham 
heard the appeal of Clay from 
his conviction in June, 1067. 
Clay alleges that the. Govern- 
ment used “tainted” evidence. 

Testimony in the appeal of 
the fonner heavyweight boxing, 
champion from a five-year* 
sentence was concluded yester-l 
day. Judge Ingraham asked the 
two sides to submit briefs 
within two weeks. Ho sat'd tliat 
he might ask for additional 
testimony after reading the 


torncy Anthony J. P, Farris 
Houston, said that their reasons 
for wanting the records keptj 
secret could "not even be ad- 
vanced in open court 
After a closed session lasting 
30 minutes. Judge Ingraham up- 
held the Government’s position 
on the wiretap that Involved 
“foreign intelligence,” but be 
a/Jjniued the synopses of the 
four other wiretaps into evi- 
dence. 

A Homey General' John N. 
pVlilchcU has signed an affidavit 
fstating that disclosure of the 
{wiretap that involved foreign 
Mntelligcnce could prejudice the 
national interest. He did notj 
mention the . four, other wire?] 
taps. i 

None of the records of the 
four other wiretaps bore a date! 
later than June 30. 1965„ wheni 



VMtjJtisrtin and'Mr. losteiM 
dined to comment on the wire- 
taps or to give their reasons 
why the disclosure of them 
would not be in the natina.l 
interest. I 

f In Washington, the F.B.L it- 
fused to acknowledge that tic' 
conversations of Dr, King and 
,Mr. Muhammad had been moni- 
iored even though F.B.I, agents 


The Washington Post 
Times Herald 


agent of the Atlanta F.B.L of 
ficc, testified this week at a( 
j hearing here that he had super*t 
1 vised a wiretap on the home} 
I telephone of Dr. King. 

' Responds to Question 
*T wasn’t on it except until 
I May. 1965,” Mr. Nichols said. 

Charles Morgan Jr., Southern 
j director of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, then asked, 


iresiden Johnson’es order on 
was issued. 

record of the conversa- 
Muhammad, said that he had^tion between Clay, who is also 


tomey General, the President Mr. Pickett, who was one of fresiden 
said. haJf dozen F.B.I. employes virewps 

But Robert Nichols, special assigned to eavesdrop on Mr.: TThe re 


been told to record all conver- 
sations at Mr. Muhammad’s ho 
but that he had to make a 
synopsis only of what he con- 
sidered to be “pertinent facts.” 
Attorneys for the Department 
of Justice fought for two day^l 
in Judge Ingraham’s court \c^\ 


known as Muhammad AH, and 
Dr. King was dated Sept 4, 
1964. The dates on the records 
of the conversation between 
the former boxer and Mr. 
Muhammad were in 1964 and 
early 1965. i 

Not until Mr. Morgan cross- 
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try to bar public disclosure ofexamined the F.B.L agents was 
their wiretaps or anything con-Tit uncovered that the wiretaps 
necled with them. {had probably extended beyond 


And the wiretap on Mania The existence of the wire^the June 30, 1965, date. 

[ing’s calls continued until hisytaps was disclosed in Su-J jy^gc Ingraham ruled that 


King' 

death on April 4, 1968?” Mr.il 
Nichols replied: 

“It was my understanding 
-nniHt went on “ 

C. Barry Pickett, a special! 


The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer _ 
People’s World 


jbgent in the F.B.L office at Jack . . 

j^a i^jjle,^ Fia., testL^ied th at .hey y the 


taps 

preme Court in March when theUj^^''p;g;j not have, 
Solicitor Generals office testify when the wiretapi 

^owlcdged that the F.B.L had began or ended, 

‘ momtored five conversation m- M - - 

volving Clay. Only one, the GovJ 
ernment said, had been approve^ 


Examiner (Washington) 
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but he allowed Mr. Morgan to| 
establish that the wiretaps 
had continued at least into 196 
The attorney said e was try- 
ing to find out if other con- 
versations of Clay’s had been 
m pnito re^.but not .repor ted on. 
b rT£!G0v ernmeDt ^\.j» 
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tTty Asked to Observe 
Dr. King’s Anniversary 


By George Davis 

Wa8hli«lon Post Staff Writer 


The newly formed District i 
of Columbia Statehood Com- 
mitlee called yesterday for the 
closing of stores and offices 
on April 4 for a citywide ob- 
servance of the anniversary of 
the slaAjng of the Rev. Marlin 
Luthcrjsjr^,jlj:^ 

Tlie appeal was the first 
public action of the Commit- 
tee, whose larger goal is state- 
hood for the District hylJSfJl. 

The Rev. 

the president, said mat a holi- 
day honoring Dr. King would 
mean as much to Negroes as 
other holidays mean to other 
racial groups. 

He added that the Commit- 
tee had sent letters to the 
Washington Board of Trade 
and the Chamber . of Xom^ 
merce asking their coopera- 
tion during the April 4 obscrv 
ance. Mr. Moore said he had 
not received replies from ei- 
ther body as to how much co 
operation the Committee 
could expect. 

Mr. Moore addea that a call 
would be made for “Black peo- 
ple especially not to buy 


District activities will be coor- 
dinated with national efforts 
by the Rev. Ralph David Aber- 
nathy to honor the slain civil 
rights leader with a national 
holiday. 

Attending the news confer 
ence yesterday were about 50 
students, spectators and mem- 
bers of the Committee, With 
Mr, Mooiy were C. Sumner 
(Ghuck>^Uwi« of Black 
Unile/wront; ^amc^Jacl^ 
president of JacksorrLabo^ lo- 
ries Inc.; the . Rey^ 
derson of the SoUlnea^^ En- 
richment Center and four 
Freedom School students rep 
resenting the Committee. 

Reading from a “Manifesto 
for the 51st State of the 
Union,” Mr. Moore said “state- 
hood for the District is a natu- 
ral ifight which can no longer 
be denied.” 

He added that residents of 
the District are suffering taxa- 
tion without representation, 
and that the population of the 
District is larger than that of 
11 slates. The refusal of Con 
gross to grant statehood to the 
District “is ba.scd solely on the 


Easter finery this year in. 
stores of the D.C/s downtown! fact that a majority of the res- 
plantation.” jidents are black” Mr, Moore 

Mr, Moore did not say If [said. 
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'IfiT^King Holiday' U?^d 
jfor 'Good Friday' Here 


-9 

riislrirl of 


‘Bv SIl\RON SrONty^ Rcr. Moore said his.groiip had 

^The ne«ly fonne/District of tried to get Rev Walter Faun- 
Columbia Slaleho^ ComniiUoe ^)pfunled chairnrian ^ 

aramonced a drix-e to make the D.C. City Coimcil for ailing that 
Disirid the 51st slate by 1971 bad g<me to Capitol llill to lesti- 

vesterdav and declared that h ' . against President Nixon s ap- 
April 4. 'Good Friday, should be pomlnienl of Gilbert Hahn. Jr. 
a holiday marking Ihe tiM.anm- IIo said that the present city 
versarv oI Marti n Luther^in a/ coimcil has sijc niemb<?rs uho 
Ji'.’s assassmatfon. ' iive west of 16th st, thi'ce living 


“If we were a state, this 
Mould already have btH?n 
Key. Dmiglas Moore, chairman 
of the group said. 

He said al a pix?ss conference 
that I e I e g r a nj s asking mer« 
chants to close their stores on 
thill day had Iwcn sent to the 
presid^Tits of the Boat'd of Trado 
tile P C. Cham!>cr of Coni' 
merce. 

“Uo exix'd the merchants to 
Comply with this request,” said 
ftev. Moore, who wiis defoalecl 
Miieii he ran at-large recenUy 
for the District school board. 

He said that his group would 
anrouricc plans for activities on 
April 4 suitable as a memohal 
Or Kiqp *\vho died to make 
us in«,” 


D.C, City Council for failing that 
h«id g^Jtie to Capitol Jldl lo iesti- ; 
fy against President Nixon's ap- ; 
pointment of Gilbert Hahn, Jr. ! 

lie said that the present city j 
council has six niemb<?rs who 
iive west of 16th st, thi'ce living 
east of the Annacoslia River, 
and none from the ctmter of the 
,ci(y where 500. W people live. 

MANIFESTO 

“That means tiiat a Cauca- 
sian-colored coalition can make 
all of the decisions for the Dis- 
trict at a cocktail party 

The committee issued a mani- 
iesto calling for statehood for 
the District at the press confer- j 
ence at the Freedom Schmd an- i ! 
nex of Eavsiem High School. It 
pomled out that the Distinct has 
a larger population than U of 
the 51 slates. 

It further charged that the 
District rej>jdents were derued 
self-government by powerful ra-' 
cisls in Congress to . 

keep black people from voting, I 
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Cleared 
'ficiah Say^ 


' By Paul Valr^nline 


\v^jli:r.j.tor Po%l S:.aff Writer 


MKMPiltS, Trim., March 11 
— Court officials in Memphis 
said today iho controversial 
riispo^dion of the .lames Eari 
Ray case v/as cleared in ad- 
vance with the ^^ouli^crn Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference 
and with Coreltn Kinu. widow 
ro( the Kev- Dr. T^larlin Luljw 


jr^i the H 


Jjidcr Uie agreement thal[ 


jMrs. Kinq and SCLC officials I 
■'ropofiOtTly approved, Kay was' 
given a 9h-ycar prison sen- 
tence— without a trial — after 
pleading guilty to the assas- 
sination of Dr. King last April 
4. 

Jifustice Department officials 
In Washington were notified 
pr the plan in advance and 
raised no objections, It was 

Icjirncd, ^ h- 

Ray's speedy sentencing! 


iMnndny, \vilhoul a prplcngsdl 
^presentation of evidence in 
Uic case, stirred widespread 
controversy. | 

Some Negro leaders charged 
that the arrangement was a 
-‘‘cover up*’ to prevent dis- 
closure of a conspiracy behind 
the assassination. Mrs. King 
herself and some SCLC offi- 
cials^ y.i so, contended 
was parr of a conspiracy. 


There was also criticism of 
the arrangement from such 
papers as The New York 
Times, which said the decision 
not to air the full case in pub- 
lic was "a shocking breach of 
faith with the American 
people.” 

Officials involved in the 
case here, however, said the 
' decision to dispense with Uic 
trial tn exchange fqc*lfny*s 
guilty plea was on a 


gumy pjca was biased on a 
variety of , oojisideralions, in- 
cluding the consent of Mrs. 
King and SCLC leaders. They 
|r.ald — as Justice Department 
‘officials in W'ashington have 
said— that there was no cvi-| 
dcnco of a conspiracy that* 
could have been presented. I 
The a gr cement, in the Judg- 
ment of the cfmrt officials, 


The approach to Mrs. King 
was' made^ by the Tennessee 
prosecutor, Phil Canale, 
through her lawyer. Canale. 

; also consulted, it was reported | 
here, directly with officials of 
SCLC, the civil rights organi- 
zation Dr. King led at the time 
of his murder. 

*'lle (Canale) wanted to get 
their general feeling about the 
agrecmcnCL a highly placed 
official said. “Mind you, what 
they said was not controlling. 

We often consult with the 
family and relatives about the 
sentence arrangement, even in 
routine cases.” 

! He said Mrs. King and 
SCLC “generally agreed” with 
the decision to avoid a trial 
although “some of the SCLC 
officials said they wanted, to 
reserve their right to cUim 
there was a conspiracy behind 
Ray.” 

After Ray’s sentencing on 
Monday, Mrs. King made no 
specific ’ criticism of the ar- 
rangement. She said, “For the 
moment we have been spared 
a trial which would compel us 
to relive the fearfully tragic 
- events of his death. But we 
realize this is but a respite.” 

^ She went* on to urge that 
both Tennessee and Federal 
authorities continue their in- 
vestigation “until all who are 
I responsible for this crime Are , 

^ apprehended,”' tj 

Dr. King’s successor as headi 
of SCLC, the Rev. Ralph 
David Abernathy, issued a j 
similar statement, 

Ray’s formal plea of guilty ; 
to murder In the first degree ; 
got him a 99-year sentence, ' 
which bars him from parole 
eligibility until the year 2018, 
when he would be 90 years • 
old. 

If he had been given a 
jalraight life sentenco^ he 
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would have been eligible ^5^ 
parole" in 12^.4 

It is kno\vj\ that during de* 
licalc ncgolirUions with court 
and proseAlion officials, 
Ray’s attorney, Percy Fore- 
man, asked *Tudgc W. Preston [ 
Baltic whether he W'ould im- 
pose the lighter sentence. 

Judge Battle reportedly re- 
fused that proposal and said 
he would impose no lcs5^ a sen- 
tence than 99 years because 
"'the crime w'as loo great.*' 
Prosecutor Canale, accord-* 
ing to court sources, also felt 
thoi the 99*ycar requirement \ 
was non-ncgoUablc. 

Foreman was in a weak bar- 
'gaining position, it was said, 
'because he knew the ease ^ 
against Ray was “airtight** and : 
Ray “might have gotten the ' 
chair*' if he had gone to trial 
before a jury. 

Dr, King was shot with a ! 
rifle on the evening of April 4 j 
as he stood on a balcony of ' 
the motel at which he was 
slaying in downtown Mem- ' 
jphis. 

A rifle found outside a t 
rooming house across the | 
street from the motel balcopy *^ 
led to Kay’s eventual arrest in 
London on June 8, 19C8. 

At the time of his arrest— i 
and subsequently — there were j 
widespread rumors that Ray ^ 
had been the instrument of a 
conspiracy to assassinate' Dr, ^ 
King, These rumors were en- . 
couraged by Ray himself in ; 
interviews with the writer, ' 
William Bradford Huic, who I 
paid Ray more than $30,000 
for exclusive rights to' his • 
story. And at the time of his. 
sentencing on Monday, Ray ^ 
said in court ho could “not ac- , 
cept” the official theory that ; 
there was no conspiracy. , 

I However, Justice Depart- 
Lnent officials and the FBI, as . 
well as the Tennessee prose- 
culors. insist that there is no ; 
evidence that Ray had any . 
accomplices. ' 

Prosecutor Canale said that 
if any evidence of a conspira- 
cy comes to light “the con- 
spirators win be promptly and 
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James Earl Ray is led in chains to State Trison in Nashville. 
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Demon fdrations ^ Mark 

i5_' 


KingVchyrch, Ebe pezfr 3^ ; 
tlsIr^oTlwrt Park in coUabora-? 
tion '• with' several peace J 
groups. - 

Other cities where various^ 
commemorations and protests^ 

! will be conducted, the SCLC^ 
Isaid, are Raleigh;' New Oi>4 
leans, Cincinnati, San Fran-J 
j cisco, Los Angeles, Buffalo^-? 
j Philadelphia, Houston, TaUafj 
hassee, Cleveland, Rich-^ 
Imond, Hhopewell, V g., and 
llefBuo i^, Va.t ' 


1 By^Bruce Galphlh ^ 

» ^ wMiO^toa Po<i8un\i 

' ATLANTA, March 19— A na- 
tionwide week of demonstra*! 
tions focused on ‘‘poverty, rac- 
ism :and war" will mark the 
firsranniversary of the assas- 
sination ^«»£i4he Rev, Dr. Mar- 
tin Luthel^ing Jr. 

A 'partial list of the East 
Week V activities was an 
nounced' here today by the 
Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy, Dr, 
King’s successor as president 
of the 'Southern. Christian 
Leadership Conference. " 

Mr.. Abernathy and jother 
SCLC officials listed 19 cities 
where observances have been 
planned, and said there would 
be many more, ' v- v 

Special symbolic programs 
will be conducted in cities that 
had particular significance In 
Dr. King’s career: Memphis, 
w hers he jy as slain April 4 a 
year ago; M ontgona s rif , *trli» re 

hi^lea^rshlp of a boyco tt’ 
14 years ago catapuitea Kim 
into V 'national prominence;' 
Selma, Ala., where the heavy 
hand > of state resistance 
I helped pass civil rights legisla- 
tion, and Atlanta, his birth- 
place and; home at the time of, 
his deaUul- i rt ; | 

Report Planned r f • 

, Mr. Abernathy said the dem* 
onstrations beginning April 4, 
vw kiAli .^ Onnd Friday, will 
“iauncl^the s econd ^ta ^ 
t the^^oor people’s Qamoalgs” 
Later ibis’ spring, he said, the; 
’•Committee ot 100” will reas- 
semble tn Washington to re- 
sute Its demands and deliver 
a ' report entitfed ’"The Poor 
People's Campaign— One Y*ar 
Later." , , ' 

The form of the Easter 
Week observances ■wlU . vary, 
widely. ; ' 

As one SCLC statier ex- 
plained it. affiliates .wiU "tuffl ; 
on’wrgtrmrith e local issues-'l^ i j 


I a bus 
ataDuIl 


That may mean sdiQ9yv|Jk: 
o tTia^iPa t^e cities, demonstra- 
tions at welfare offices in oth-^ 
ers, peace vigils and boycotts; 
for jobs in stUl others. ; ' 

National Tag Day ; y, 

The SCLC is planning a 
major staff effort in Alabama 
this summer. Mr, Abernathy^ 
said the April 4-12 activities' 
there would launch a massive; 
program against poverty that 
would , last ^"months, if nece^i 
,sa! x^^ - ^ — rfrTj 

■ ' -Jn ^addition* Jodividua l' 
city^^ projects, a National Tag 
Day will be observed through-, 
out the country Saturday,} 
April 5. Lapel tags bearing Dr.^ 
King’s picture and the words, 
‘T Gave’' will be sold that day 
to support SCLC work. ' / 

In Chicago, Atlanta and 
other cities, the SCLC also is 
supporting * “Black Easter” a 
program of wearing old 
c totbf dy ing to t hej^ooryr e- 
f raining "from pxxTcnaseonxa- 

ment stores that discriminate 
against black people. ^ > 5 

Formal observance of Drf 
King’s assassipaiion will' begin 
Friday, Aprir4, with a service; 
and arch in Memphis, where) 
the SCLC, wUr join efforts.^ 
with the municipal workers'] 
union that Dr, King was aid-j 
Ing when he was shot A^ 
three-day vigil will begin th^ 
same day at the Sta,te Capltnlj 
; in^ ^ Aiu ^ a starting at V’pin.^ 

the houi; of Dr. 

A«tr uinfriday, there will be a* 
vigil and protest at the United' 
Nations, march across the Ed-; 
mund Pettus Bridge in Selma^ 
and a candlelight service in, 
Montgomery; ? ^ / V 
March in Montgomery » * : 
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The Evening Star (Washington) 

The Sunday Star (Washington) ^ 
* 

Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post - 

The New York Times 

IT 

The Sun (Baltimore) — 

The Daily World^ 

The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal 

The National Observer 

People’s World 

Examiner (Washington) 


March in Montgomery ' V- MAR 2 0 1969 

On Saturday, Mr. Abernathy J A J A\ Z\ 7\ • . 

will lead a march to the Ala- f U ^ f QJ (^*1 Q ^ Ay — . ' s 

jbama Capitol in MontgomeryH - t 4 

jfor a noontime service, ikOT RECORDED. ‘ V 

, In Atlanta on Sunday ^ ^ ; 


In quanta on Sunday hJ-,- ^ 

fUlSs^lf march '»6fe?*Bfj76 MAR 24 1968 
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* C^r^/RMS URGED TO CtOSE 
APRIL 4 IN HONOR OF KING 

All stores and businesses in the District of Columbia 
^ will be asked by a black power group to close their doors 
on Good Friday » April 4, the first anniversary of the Rev, 
Dr. Martin Luther Jr/s assassination. 

I The annolThce ment w as made at the initial press con- 

[ ference of the District of Columbia Statehood Committee, 
a group formed to obtain self-government for the District 
I *‘by whatever means necessary.” 

The spokesman for the committee was the Rev, 
Douglas Moore. Committee members appearing with him 
included James Jackson, iinsuccessful candidate for the 
' school board; the Rev. Jesse Anderson; C. Sumner 
(Chuck) Stone; and three Eastern High School Freedom 
School students. 

In a press release Moore asked the people of Washing- 

I ton to “make their witness to the ideals of the Resurrec- 
tion and t^^eat prophets Jesus Christ and Rev. Mar^ 
tjj; Jr., “by celebrating a “Black Easter.” 

'fhe observance is to include a refusal to buy Easter finery 
ia- ihc j -iores of D.C.’s downtown plantation,” 
ment said. 
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CcVcUa Kin;;, Dr. King’s 

1 i. *. .. V, ^ 


w i d 0 w , told a pr c/ s c o n > e r- 

r r 

7 ® 

cnee that a Martin Luther 


King Jr. kiemoriai Center 

L L 

u L M ( 

k i 

wurhv. dcvclcped in Atlan- 


i huv J^Hp 15 , Civil Rig ills 
Leac’cr's Dirlhday, Bo Declared a Holiday 


CY JACK NELSON 

Timci iulf Wriljr 


ATLANTA— All impns-' The Uvn bhu'lc jnnniKU.^ 

sioned p:oa that the life of , ■"> !-m;m i^onai 

Tr n,. Lcvov .lohuson and Uor- 

W.'.nl-parlicipi.lcl in 
^^iuhc?^\ing be spared brief pror^ram. Kxrcpt 


^ici ihal Di\ Kl i 


0 n c sccirceidioni.st 


clay— Jan. 15 — Le ucdarcd n^iombiv (liny Noble) who 
a national holida>' were out, the senate 

mauo here '.Vofinc.srby nt 

reroinonies commcmoi at- , famous T Have a 

inix the civil rights loacIC!*'s Dream^' speech at the 1003 
‘lOih birihdav.' * march on Washington and 


ing the civil rights loacIC!*'s Dream^' speech at the 1003 
‘lOih birthday.' I march on Washington and 

Dr.’ King’s widow ano ^ Johnson introduced to the 
parents nodded agi'ecmcnt senators Hev, King Sr.* 
a.s the Kcv. Ralph David Rosa Paries of Detroit^ 
Abernathy, Dr. King’s sue- who sparked the 1055 
re.ssor as president of the Ivfontgomery bus boycott 
Southern Christian Lead- that propdkd Dr. King to 
ership Conference, urged civil rights leadership; the 
"the forces of goodwill Rev. Walter Fauntroy, 
throughout the lend to vice mayor of Washington 
exert their total influence and head of SCLC^s office 
in seeing to it that the life there, and several African 
o! James Lari Ha 3 ^ or of/icials. 


wliocver is proven to have 
pulled the trigger that 
fcilled our sainted and 
beloved leader, is spared." 

Ray, 40, accused of as- 
sa.ssinaling Dr. King in 
rJemphi.s last April A; \s 
scheduler; to go on trial for 
murflrr Iwcrc o'l March 3. 


Aids Groundbreaking 
The visitor;^ were wel- 
comed by Lt. Gov. George 
T. Sniitb. who later parti- 
cipated in ground-break- 
ing ceremonies for the 32.5 
million Martin Luther 
King Jr. Vil!;«gv, a model 

r cr. 1 1 V: i I r, ! I V uui'. liOiv*iijg 


:i Will t:j 
■/ ti^' Xa- 


la ar c/und two locations — 
the Auburn AwVe. area of 
the E ben eerier Church and 
the hou^e where he was 
born two blocks away, and 
the area of Atlanta Uni- 
versity, where he was 
graduated from o r e- ^ 
iiouse College. 

Mrs. King estimated the 
lotal cost at between $25 
lo $40 million and said tho 

pioncy would be raised 
through foundations anci 
private and corporate do- 
nations. 

The rennuns oC Dr. King 
now in Southview Cemete- 
ry, will be permanently 
interred in a memorial 
' park that will be part of 
h the Auburn Ave. dcvcloi> 
me n(. she said. 

Almost LOOO ]>civons 
crammed into the Ebcncc- 
zer Chui'cK and a not h o r 
^2.000 stood outside or sat* 
m an annex and listened 
; to -Monday’s program over 
^ loudspeakers: Dr. King 
•\Vvas co-pastor of the 
church at the time of his 
. death. ' 

• Actor Harry Belafonte, a 
; longime friend of the 
^ Kings and a board mem- 
ber of SCLC, sat ii\ the 
front row beside the wi- 
dow and iKr four children. 
He applauded Mr. ^vher- 
n : 1 1 J'i } ' s c R 1 ! To v y p : ; i • i n g th c 

. u‘ ivr. Kin,/* killer, 
i Mr. .\errj::Uhy raid it 

• v'.iju/u’ I'C ''ncedk-s!^ u> I.iii 

\'ur . in o,‘ 
r’u:- us l\W ,.:i 
*■: kU'-' .'.ku :.-Nv 


. n.;tU‘r 

■ .. I'lvii ; irh* s 

1 < *. > . t u h wal l.. 


j (Indicate pa<3e, natne of 
I newspaper, city ano state.) 


1-25 I-os Angeles Ti 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


f ‘ 


k 

r o 


54 FEB 4- 19®. 


:rg an 
tlnm of 
Kxmr i 
Vwu;.; '.i.r \ 


Dote: 1/16/69 

Edition: H0H16 

Author: • J aclc K cl son 

Editor: Niclit 6 . VJillii 

Titio: Murkin. 


Choractef : 
or 

Clu Rsi fi cation: LA i-j-Lf 
l: uhu.i Min tj O U i I : LO ..A 

~t 

t 

J0C> 


T r ’ 

176 F£B 


COUDED .K-" 
3 i 1969 / 





.n\i}or pVouicm, ^vuh 
the synii)io:n of our proi)-* 
Icru,” Xii\ Aboriuilhy saiii, 
ihiil I he rL‘ul ])rob- 
Icni is ihal the nalion has 
‘'con centra tod on M’oicncc' 
and wc arc saluralcd with 
haic.“ 

Mr. Abornalhy jiolcd 
that no day is .sci aside iiv 
the United Stales lo honor, 
n ntan and l-o sa;>l 

that Con'^L'css, by rnakiry;' 

jan. 15 a lesal holida}^. 
could help blacks by ‘'en^ 
richiii" our horitase in 
Arr.cncu and sli'cnglheiv 
iiv,; our faith in the demo- 
cratic syslern,” 

U.S. iie'ix John Conyers 
Jr, (D-Mich.), a Ncjp'o, 
said that last year he had 
55 sponsors for a bill 
dcclarin^^ the day a holi- 
day and that he is again 
sponsoring^ the legislation 
and has found ina;case^ 
support for iu ^ ♦ 

“SaclTtlVloluiay" . 

Cleveland Robinson of 
Xcw York, i)resident of 
the X eg r 0 A m eri ca n La- 
bor C o u n c i b >^ai<b "It 
■ should bo a sacred holiday 
ia ihc sense and for the 
purpose that 'vre are here 
Ux?a}'.“ 

“\Ve don’t want anyone 
beli/ve wo hone Con- 
^^rcss "will do tluc'," ho 


a u d cU , ' wc re j u ? t s«iy i n , 

U s black people in Ameri- 
ca just ain’t gonna work 
on that day anymore.’" 

Tile remark prompted a 
standing ovation* Except 
for Us lone Negro member, 
who stood and applauded, 
mcm)>crs of the Georgia 
Tech Glee Club, who parti- 
cipated ia th.c i>rogram, 
remained seated. 

, Theodore Kibbler, an 
cldciJy sanitation worker 
fcom Memphis, recalled 
that Dr. King was in that 
city to give sanitation 
worker k Icadcrsliip in 
t h 0 i r d r i v e for better 
working conditions when 
bo was aSca.ssinalcut 
*' We’ll never forget his 
.leadership/’ Kibbler said. 
Y’i'ie gave his life for whirt 
Isome p eople would call ihij^ 

.'least of Memphis, which ,iif. 
lire sanitation workers." " 
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Kiit^Holtday 
Plea Pressed 
By Abernathy 

NEW YORK, Jan. 12 (UPl) 
— The Rev. Ralph D. Aber- 
nathy itoday opened a national 
campaign to have Congress 
and the President recognize 
late Dr^ Martin Luth er 
Jr. as the Nation’s first 
Negro hero> 

Abernathy, at a news confer- 
I ence in Harlem, said he hopes 
to have a million signatures 
on a petition to have King’s 
birthday, Jan. 15, declared a 
national holiday. 

*‘Such a declaration” he 
said, would give pride to the 
black people of this country 
and provide President-elect 
Nixon with a chance ito per- 
form his ’’first act of atone 
ment for the backward step he 
took in not appointing a Negro 
to his cabinet.” 

Abernathy^ who -Succeeded 
King as president of the 
Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference,. asserted that 
King contributed as much* to 
the Nation as Washington and 
Lincoln. 

“At no time during ithe 
year,” Abernathy added, “does 
this Nation pause to pay re- 
spect to the life and work of a 
black man.” 

He said that demonstrations 
would be held in 250 cities on 
Wednesday to gather names 
for the petition ■to be pre- 
sented to Congress and the 
President, 

[Associated Press reported 
that Mayor Hugh Addonizio of 
Newark, N.J., whore 35 per- 
sons died In ghetto rioting In 
10t)7, ordered flags flown at 
half-staff on all city public 
buildings Wednesday ind 
called on all citizens to honor 
Dr. King’s memory.] 
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DAY LD 


CHICAGO (UFI) 


•DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., 


IN HIS LAST PUBLISHED 


\ WORK, SAID AMERICA IS "TRAGICALLY UNPREPARED* TO SOLVE THE PROBLEMS OF 
I RACE RELATIONS AND POVERTY. 

THE NEGRO LEADER SHOT DOWN IN MEMPHIS, TENN., IN APRIL SAID, 

HOWEVER, HE WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT JUSTICE FOR ALL BLACK PEOPLE WOULD COME, 
RUT NOT "UTTHDiiT PARTrAi rwiNrrrc TN Twr crTRiirTiiRr nr niip cnrTrTv • 


m A. « If w w A ^ ^ iiru^ a iii:. ^ i a « ww a w wr v wrv ^ £. a i % 


"THE NATION WAITED UNTIL THE BLACK MAN WAS EXPLOSIVE WITH FURY 
BEFORE STIRRING ITSELF EVEN TO PARTIAL CONCERN," KING WROTE. 

•CONFRONTED NOW WITH THE INTERRELATED PROBLEMS OF WAR. INFLATION, 
URBAN DECAY, WHITE BACKLASH AND A CLIMATE OF VIOLENCE, IT IS NOW FORCED 


TO ADDRESS ITSELF TO /ACE RELATIONS AND POVERTY. AND It IS TRAGICALLY 


UN PRE PARE D 

"WHAT mIgHT ONCE HAVE BEEN A SERIES OF SEPARATE PROBLEMS NOW MERGE 
INTO A SOCIAL CRISIS OF ALMOST STUPEFYING COMPLEXITY, • 

IN A "TESTAMENT OF HOFE*» PUBLISHED IN THE 1 5TH HOLIDAY ANNIVERSARY 
ISSUE OF PLAYBOY MAGAZINE. THE NEGRO ADVOCATE OF NONVIOLENT CIVIL 
I DISOBEDIENCE INDICTED PRESIDENTS KENNEDY AND JOHNSON FOR THEIR FOREIGN 
AND DOMESTIC POLICIESs URGED MORE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC POWER FOR THE 
NEGRO, AND SAID SOLUTIONS TO HIS PEOPLE'S PROBLEMS "MUST BE CONSTRUCTIVE 
AND RATIONAL" AND THAT RIOTING ACCOMPLISHES NOTHING, 

J "I AM NOT SAD THAT BLACK AMERICANS ARE REBELLING," HE SAID. "THIS 
WAS NOT ONLY INEVITABLE BUT EMINENTLY DESIRABLE. WITHOUT THIS 
MAGNIFICENT FERMENT AMONG NEGROES, THE OLD EVASIONS AND PROCRASTINATIONS 
WOULD. HAVE CONTINUED INDEFINITELY, . .THESE ARE OUR BRIGHT YEARS OF 


EMERGENCES THOUGH THEY ARE PAINFUL ONES, THEY CANNOT BE AVOIDED." 

KING, CASTRlGATED BY MILITANT BLACKS FOR MOVING TOO SLOW ON RACIAL 


. ISSUtS, SAID f niL ^ M I tmo 4 v£«i\i r WA in^ 

I. NEGRO." HE SAID PRESIDENTS KENNEDY AND JOHNSON RECEIVED MUCH UNDESRVED 
M CREDIT FOR HELPING NEGROES. 


NU PKtSiDtNI MAS KEALLY DONE VEKY MUCK KUK THE AMEHiCAN 
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,“’>=.KlSSEjf?!IJi!f.^V 0 LHNTA 51 LVSUBmT «» 


/legislation «ASIMroSSl6l.E.^^^ .nMTMTCTCATTON.S MILITARY BUILl 


VIETNAM iSD^TOfoOmSlCAN^KpIglC^pTCR^ 

TO bPunable tS'make wi”k!nd”oe statesmanlike gesture 

, IN CONNECTION WITH VI^ m apv mam. vtnc <;ATn -WHEN DOUBTS EMERGE, 


IN CONNECTION WITH VIETN^ BLACK MAN, KING SAID "WHEN DOUBTS EMERGE, 
L-E olvlfp fAY were WOT «LY GROSSLY 


ip[olT?rBSfN\iX?iD“"As"’HuS;XN Klksr™ WERE INVISIBLE IN THEIR 

TO®THE*MOVEl^HE°IS°rORCING RATHER THAN WAITING FOR IT IN 

PATHETICeEU decades* HE HAS ROARED OUT 07 SLUMBER TO CH^GE 

«:o MANY OF HIS LIFE’S CONDITfoNS THAT HE MAY YET FIND TOE KEANS TO 
ACCELERATE HIS MARCH FORWARD AND OVERTAKE TOE RACING LOCOMOTIVE OF 
'HISTORY," 

BA-RH53iiAES 
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(Mount Clipping in Spoca Balow) 


Admits He Set FifE 
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im Riot; hnmisQned 

:,^feetri^Sobertson, 3? *oi^fs caSj'Si^ir can par- 
4510 Adams St., was sentenced tially tUJed with gasoline. ' 


yesterday to serve three to 
seven years in the 'state peni- 
tentiary for arson in the west 
sicte rioting that came in th/ 
wake of the assassination a 
IheVRev. Martin Luther King 
■Jr.\ -.V: -v.-.. ■' -/ 

Jifege James J. Mejda of 


He told police that his! 
brother-in-law had been beaten 
by white men two years earlier 
and that because of the King 
slaying he thought it w^ a 
“good time to get even withlhe' 
white maiL’' ». , • • j 

Hobertson has a record lof 


w* .ivacjua ui uao « recura 101 

unmlnal’ court imposed the two previous convictions. ■ In 
sentenw after Robertson 1961 he was placed on one year 


pleaded guilty, to arson, at- probation for petty larceny. In 
temptM arson, and possession November, 1964, he was sen- 
, Of explosives. 


fenced to serve one to three 


— ,, bu uDe 10 inree 

years in the penitentiary for 
ertson on April 5 after they saw burglary. ~~ j i , ^ 


- , ^ oavr 

^^fle^g from a flaming 
, two-flat building at 3058 Madi- 
;aon St.; .:'? ' v '- . . ■ 

?-:When aiTestearrRbbertson 
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By CABI- ——'I 

Vx^S ' ANGlvI.:-X-^ -Son. llr.'oOit ! 

V. Kcnntvy’s wm^aip lov ilic 
Donwm- 4 Uii: Pu’sidcntial nomina-j 

lion *4i . 

colut'.'.niiit r>:vw Poa^>". that 
Koniu'tly U\o 

r>.- •\i.-^':-i'.n “Luthno^ing' s U'Je* 
pj-.one lapp-'c. 

I Pifai'hon'r. accusation was not.- 
ans-.vvi«l ti.fecily hy Kennedy; 
upon I'.is .arrival licrc this wcck. j 
Wiit his press .scctvtary, Kranki 
Mankiewicz. l.ssueU a statemern 
saying that. Kennwiy had ati- 
StJuvriaed wiiTtap.s by the KBr 
only in certain •‘national sccur-, 
iiy” eases. : 

MAnkievviO'i as&ct*u>d that 
Pearsen was bein^ by( 

p. Kdgar Hoover, J'BI director, 
wUil jio claimed ,'vas 
I ‘Wmpiigu" . againJit'T^r . t 

llvlnC. .. s- -vt 

‘ in \Vashh:i;lon, Pearson, a siip' j 
porter or Vice IVes;dent llonv 
' phrey’i) candidacy I'ov the Domo. 
era lie aomiii 3 tion, $a;d he had 
what he descritKrd as *a memo 
. bearing Kennedy’s signature, hut 
did noi say lUai it speclficaUy 
I;aut)n^r:> 4 Hl Upping Dr. King’s 
' tciephortc. 

‘ **I will produce convincing evl- 

t der.ee in due time/’ said Pearson. 

A member ot Hoover's stall 
‘ \ JsAid m Washington that Hoover; 

r UwouTd have no coinmonl to make*; 

: 5 ion Mankiawicz' statement. 

5 This is the sequence of events: 

Pearson said Kennedy hade 
t "'ordered a wiretap put on the, 

phone or Dr. Manin Huihcr 
‘ King.'* 

\ Hejil^O.^wTOtc that^Kcnncdy, 

I as A t to r n ey G enera 1, nrsT or- 
’ ^tervd Dr. King "'buggeeftVon Jj.dy 
/ PiG 3 . *‘13ug;?h>g” is the \am 

i . rclerring to if.-slallalmn 

( .of clecu\>;ik: listening device^, 

i’ ,, Pearson s.^Sd the reason Xor the 
i alJeged order was tliat King 

j '‘was in touch wiih various 

' O^m.mumsts and wa.s being In* 

* tluone;*d by them." 

^ So ups were placed then on | 
, Dr. King’s Telephone, according 
» \ ito Pearson, but in October oi 
: ' |lOG3, "‘Kennedy signed an order 

i ror a tap on King’s wires and 
thercviner King’s phoite conv^ 


also wroie^that, t'jip 
''SBl suhm Uted regvdav reports 
on Di\ King's activities until he 
svtis stahi, and said one rcpoi't, 
'dated Feb. 20 q 1 tins year, quoted j 
In *‘eohfidoniial informant” in; 


,* i./Ci-, w- •..wn 

A V ‘ «5ohr 

f°ai^,nn^Q ' ' cg4=p^11I 

^ Callanan 

- - ' ' Conrad 

» fortunate that Drew pelt ,y 

I' PeaiW is penivttia;; hirn-^rfr / y 

be u.sed in J. Kdgar Hoover’s ‘ /■ 

, } cominuing campaign against 

^roie^that^ tne 1; Marlin LAither King— now ap* 
eguiav reports parent ly again.st the memory of if av?j ^ 
ivities until he J Martin Luihor Kingi 
hd one report information that Pear-L . ^ 

us year, quoted ^ discusiics from the alleged Hoorn 

in form an c m; \ was developed, ac- Ho lines 

Dr. King s as- to };im, u'i 10(>d, two 

nc^?ship with aj* J joi.;^<vvs Gcniial and one PiesL-j 


such practices." ■ 1 

f:? An FBI spokesman said there I 
‘would be ‘^no comment*'- Xroxn 
Cioover. ^ 

After saying he would produce 
* ‘‘convincing evidence/’ PeArf^n 
I dir.tatcd this reply from Waslt- 
inglon to Mankiewlcz* . state* / 
mont: ' 

"Finst, regarding elecironic^ 
sui'veiUance. I have a memox 
dated Aug. 17, 1061. with Robert 
‘F. Kennedy’s signature on it, 

; in which he authorizes micro* ^ 
\ phone surveillances. 

“Second, Uie column which I , 
prepared quotes' eKtcnsively „ , 
from another memo dated July 
7, 1061, in which he t Kennedy 
.Kays hC’ would like to al. 1M . 
i ol’^iiitf^c^hnical .surycilUncyfe. ' 




conneeviou with Dr. liCOixUng to };im, 1063, two At^^andy 

*>erte.'I ftcquubitnnc’eship with ^ lorney.s GcriCial and one Pi'osL* 
person in Dos Angeles. . i' dent later and well after Prc.s^ 

pca'iTHon also cited what | 1 (jont Johnson’s order forbidding 

^aid was an IHII memo dated ■ such pi'actices." 
ijuly 7. 1^1 1 dealing .wi^h the }T 3 j; spokesman said there 

OTBI's '"eavesdropping policy. ‘would be "no comment*' from . 3,. 

: This memo, which Pearson jHoover. ‘ 

said was signed by Courtney After saying he would produce jf 

J[<:vans, fomjer assistant 1^1 \ ‘“convincing evidence/’ Pearson j 

.director, was quoted as stating j <]ietated this reply from Wash- V L/i 

that— in the use of listening cle-: inglon to Mankiewlcz* . state* / i Y 

'vices in connection with organ*^ mont: ' P * 

ii/.ed crime— “the strong objee- “First, regarding elecironic^/ ^ 

itions to the utilization of tele- . sui'veillance. I have a memox i 
phone taps as contrasted to dated Aug. 17, 1961, with Robert /I ]^s A 

mien'ophone surveillances was Kennedy’s signature on it, ^ 

Utressod.” ‘ in whioh he authorizes micro* 

‘ The memo, according to Pear- J phone surveillances. . ■ vY 

son, also said, ‘The, Auorney “Second, Uie column which I, y V 

General tUieh Kennedy! noted prepared q u o t e S' eKtcnsWely 

he 'hx-id ap|>rovcd several another memo dated July r: ■ 

j technical surveillances in con- 7 ^ 1061 , in which he IKcnnedYl 

nccUon with socurUydype in* ^ys, hC’ would like to ifet - . 

vest i^^al ions since he took ^ ol’^uw^c^hmcal .suryd^^^ 
office../ I 

*Ui)On Kennedy’s arrival hero 

fi‘o;r; Portland, i Mankiowicz ve- ^ The Washington Post 

;K>vlcd sthat Kennedy would not, Times Herald 

personally discuss the matter. Wa'shingion Daily Ne 

Mankiewicx, a i^manen^^^^ ' The Evening SiaT (Washir 

btr of Kennedy’s Senatorial . 

staff, then dictated this stale- The Sunday Star {Washini 

Daily News (New York) , 

•‘Sen. Kennedy has con- • Sunday News (New Yoria 

tinuously Mated that at no time •. . m v l t> . 

while he was Attorney General • * - New Yotk Post eiC 

did he approve or authorize The New York Times — 

any clccironic burveiilance The Sun (Baltimore) ! 

i L*’bugging'’J of anyone. 

' “Pursuant to ‘ policies in cl - 1 ^ Worker 

'foct since Prciiidcnt Roosevelt’s f ' / New Leader 

executive order of 1910, he did, » ^ I f ^^^11 Street Journal . 

as Atlorncy General, Q 0 j. Naiioaai Observer _ 

hmilcci. number ol wiretaps w .i ■ ■■■ 

national security. cases, but oj;fOT RECORDED People's World 

c.'ich occasslon only ‘’ll 4^ ^ .ngo 31 1 C 5 S 

\vritten reqix'M of the KBLIO/ JUN liViW 

o "Since leavin:! 1 he Justice Do* . «'■ 

ami'tmcnt, Sen. Kennedy has * .. I ^ 

diixculiiscd any particular indi- * i 

l.vidual case and be w.i» • . • ? - r 

[sff‘TOT«?.‘*^,';i »■ . •-■■'*. * » ■ Q • ' :'C"' / -.rWi' "'t, •■ 

1719681 - : ' / ■■ -> 
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l cai SilVVCtil^kUOti* 

nncorunvcia.nvvWhihechavce . 

‘ what 1 atn 
iSlIcovcn-'s 

1 r\lait»n T.iithcr King, tko Xat-l Is 
' have piolwbly v^*n th« , 

• oewsixiper critic ol J. 
Hoover* 

“A? no lirr.e hav-e 1 tucked to 

iWn a porsonai Inend oI Dr. 
i'S ov« a period oI aevoral 

^ years. , 

; -He has been 
Imy house a ad canto to VV.^sh. 
Un.-ton last July as my 
'j,.-n uc;pale in a panel with Key 
• \v I kias president of the 

VAACP ^tnd Dick 

proSim. ‘ P'*; ,. 

i sidCKi.” . . ^ ^ 

1 ’vtmkiowioz. before issumg 
\ i the starement for 
\ isaid that he 
i‘merkt Pearson c»aiined 

V Kennedy’s '%* 

I un'.eiit requiring t . 

1 tomey Generals cour.ter.»tgr^ 

|' «'3i ir.vesligat'.on of & 
Racketeering. ' dSS 

r he^h.a^n a copy oi Un^d^tf . 
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by Leo 'To 


SEEDS OF VIOLENCE — The murder of Dr. Martin Lut h 


Xino. Jr., was a senseless, tragic act. 

■Tor^assion for his family and for all who were close to him. 

llere are no. conceivable circumstances under which murd 
can Ibe condoned. But the slaying of Dr. King was rj 


can Ibe condoned. But the slaying of Dr. King was fi 
unexpected. While he professed to be dedicated to nc 
violence, violence followed almost all of his widely heraia 


His slaying was a lawless act. But Dr. King conducted j 
civil rights campaign on a premise of lawlessness, He_d e_fi 
court injunctions, he violated local ordinances, he disrupted t 
orderly functioning of city governments throughout the land 


Hs projected and promulgated the shocking concept tha 


a law was morally wrong an individual had the right to bre 

that law. V 

Felix Frankfurte r, who during his tenure of the Suprei 
Court bench was considered one of the most libe ral iuHsaS/su 
" I f one man can be allowed to determine for himself what 
law.leverv man can. That means first chaos, then tyranny. 


chaos, if not tyranny, has indeed gripped the country. 

Dt. King was a man of great strength and persuasiven{ 
but his contribution to the civil rights movement is open 
question. The sacking and looting of major cities through : 
the country certainly does not contribute to an easing of rar 
tensions. _ * i ^ 

His cl^se affinity with the Southern Conference Educatio 
Fund (identified by both House and Senate Committees a 


major oorniiiunisi wiye 


in th.A Snuthl is at best inconoruc 


with Americanism. ^ ’ 

Following his untimely and violent death.President John; 
ordered all flags to be flown at half mast and .proclairT 
Sunday. April 7, as a day of national mourning for Dr. Ma 
Luther King. Jr. These acts by the President elevated Pr K 
to the status of a heroic martyr. Does it followJthflflj^iOI- 


government subscribes to the la wlessn ess tfia 
many 6lthe HeVerenci s acfions / ^ 

""I mourn the death ^ MattifrtS 
I death of any fellowman,^ 

I preached to his people, in 
that there i$ ; a right and 
^ matter how reTtrgngf^- mus 
^with deep^^re 




i.-iy (Hf»v. 7-27-t‘i7) 
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snaw TO HON^-^G 

I An all-star package of enter t^t^rs will participate in a 
I tribute to the Rev, Martin Luther^J^i^g_JJr. at the Sylvan 
' Theater on the groUiras of tfie WasT^^ Monument Sunday 
in a program designed for vacationing District youngsters. 

V- The show, from 2 to 7 is titled ‘*An Offering of 
Love and Peaco/^ 

It will feature local as well as national performers, ^ 
including Nancy Wilson, Ray Charles, Chris Connor, Roberta 
Flack, the Buck Clayton and Marshal] Brown Quintet, the;^ 
Sidewinders, the Eddie Henderson Quintet, Chad Mitchell,- 
the Fabulous Embraceabics, and other jazz, gospel, blues,, 
rock *n’ roll, and folk performers, 

The show was put together rather hurriedly by Tony 
Taylor, owner of the Bohemian Caverns nightclub. “It’s a 
real opportunity for the people and the entertainers to come 
together in a tribute to Dr. King,’’ Taylor said. 

“All of the entertainers are donating their time. Some 
couldn’t make it and sent their regrets. For cxamnle, Bill 
Cosby was invited but wired saying he will be doing the same 
thing in Detroit Sunday.” 

The show will climax the Easter week program, mainly 
for youths of Mayor Waller E. Washington’s new youth unit. 
The unit has sponsored a week of activities ranging from 
movies and picnics to the James Brown television show. . 

Others scheduled to appear are the Ray Bryant trio, the I 
Colemaneers Gospel Singers, the vaudeville team of Hines, 
Hines and Dad, the Dave Aikins trio, the New Bre€»i avant { 
gJfarTjiiartet, and the New World Singers/, « 
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Dn King’s Path I 

To the Editor: ! 

♦ Amid the shock that be- 
numbed us all there were a few j 
voices that refused to share in ' 
the grief at the death of Martin I 
Luther King. A .sheriff from the I 
South, a Senator in Washington 
and a foreign voice from South 
Africa were quick to point out 
that he had it coming. Or, as 
they put it, *'He preached non- 
violence, but wherever he went 
he aroused violence/' 

In a perverted way they are 
pointing at a truth that is all 
too easily overlooked by the 
masses who merely express 
shock and amazement at what 
happened. 

Dr. King himself knew very 
well that he ‘"had it coming/' 
it was no surprise to him. The 
sooner we understand that, the 
better off we are, for the real 
danger is that the whole epi- 
sode will be buried in a cloak 
of sentimentality, with cries of 
pity for so innocent a man. 

Dr. King was neither inno- 
cent nor is he to be pitied. He 
deliberately became allied to 
the very tough and clear-eyed 
power of love, the kind that 
reaches to the dark hiding 
places of prejudice, fear and 
hatred, calling them into broad 
daylight to be judged and shown 
for what they are, the forces of 
death and destruction. 

It is in truth the only way 
to clean up the whole hypocrit- 
ical mess. Prejudice never will 
be overcome unless it is given 
a chance to test its strength 
and permitted to see its ugly 
face. 

The fact that ‘‘wherever Dr/^ 
King went he aroused violence'* 
only can mean one thing/^ the 
fact that there was lo^ of it 
wherever ho went. / 

GerarivVan Dyk 

Accord, N.Xi Apriru, 1968 
The writer is mmrsfer o/thc 
Rocfrest'fir formed Cnurch. ^ 


Passage of Rights Bill 

To the Editor: 

The New York Times calls 
the passage of the civil rights 
bid a ‘Triumph for Civil Rights 
. - /’ [Editorial April II.] The 
principle of open housing is 
now established. The black man 
in America can now see visible 
evidence of progress. 

Time was when he was con- 
stitutionally considered a.s be- 
ing three-fifths of a man. Now 
the figure has risen to 80 per 
cent. May I ask the nonblack 
reader what he would do or 
how he would feci if another 
hene trniT>i r ice impg SCU CTu S 

status on h im? • » ^ 

How I feel as a black man is 
not fit to print. But in the spirit 
of such steady progress as we 
are experiencing, may I say 
what you so earnestly want to 
hear: Thank you, democratic 
white masters, for your kind 
efforts on our behalf, ^^will f 
overcome. Oliv|Wt£eos - 

. *_crT!^yn, Apjii liil, 1 968^ 

-Bzrsrs^of Wclf^e 

To the Editor: ^ 

In his letter . on “Property 
Rights vs. Individual's Welfare" 
(April 15 ), Prof. Bernard H. 
Ross of American University 
commended the Washington, 
P . C., Met ropolitan Pt^licc 
eiercislng^^a great deal of re- 


/ sfraint^in their efforts to end 
, the recent riots and arson that 
struck this city in the wake of 
Martin Luther King's assassina- 
tion. 

While it is undoubtedly true 
that greater force could have 
been brought to bear, with the 
resultant loss of more lives and 
Ic.ss merchandise and personal 
property, 1 feel that Profe.ssor 
Ho.ss may be guilty of a «rrlous 
bit of nonreasoning when he 
a.sserls that if the concept of 
private properly were more fre- 
: quently subordinated to the 
welfare of the Individual “it 
might have a positiST!r-eTfea 4 on 
AmarksiL^olitical, social and 
economic life.” 


Tlu>-!5bi4ous lacuna Jn this Tavel /. 

line of reasoning is, m ji.yT)pin- Trotter 

srpa?a 7 ng“prWate”' 

from the welfare of the mdi- Holmes 

vidual? Without private prop- ,3^^^ 
erty, there can be no individual 
welfare, as any slave through- 
out the world’s long history y 

. could tell us. y- 

1 Ifrnjirg* 1 Apfii 15 , 
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VASHINGT0N--A NEGRO HOUSE I^EMBER A 

LAST M?iY BUT*I^0 ACTION VIAS TAKEN. 

3/2B--TCS05PES , . 
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King Fellowsliips to ^sist Negr 



PRINCETON, NJ.» April 15 Dn Martin 'Xuther tihe 

(UPI)^Returning Negro veter-lAV 60 dro\^f!^ilson NationaCFcl* 
ans will be able to attend grad-^owship^^ ' Foundation an- 
uate or professional schooF nounccd tadax_r— * 


nanc?ed in part by $200,000 
from the Rockefeller F<jun<la' 
tion, which made the grant 
April 4 only ^lours before Dr. 


fnal school nouncca -r t - — 

named for^ The fellowships will be fi- , King was assassinateu. _ 
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R©4edicaHon |<^j —Whitney M. Youn&Jr^ 


^Dk martin LUTHER ■ instead, rededicale ourselves to the 

fO vlIvG. JR W 3 ,s a firiiteF^r he lought. We who believe wdlh 

*^§?Krinyand racial justice. hiof' in non-violence have been dealt a mortal 

We will all cherish our memo- blow, but weVe got to redouble our efforts to 

rics of tliis great man. I recall pi‘‘>ve that H can work. 

marching widi him in Selma after his assassination I saw the huii 

ami In M A s s i s s i p p i , and I shock on the faces of people in the. 

worked closely witii him for sheets. Whites and Negroes were united that day 

years. Most of us wlU alwa)^ in p^jj^ j»nd in a sense of personal loss. There 

keep th^ memory' of his * I were others too — those who used his death to 

iiavo a uream spwch at the 2 nA 1» vent their anger in the streets. Their 
1963 March On Washington. aclions were committed in his name, but were 

He had a dream of a democratic society in acts against his memory, 
whicli wihte people and Negroes worked together « ♦ ♦ 

for peace and justice. He had a dream of hope p 

and beauly, and he had a lision of w'hai we c(*uld -ti UT he must not have died in vain. We — 

all become when we free ourselves from hate. Negroes and Whites - must create a living me- 

But our society is too sick to share that dream, niorial to his memor}\We have to stamp out the 
and he was brutally struck down by an assassin. racism that took his life. 

• ^ * I fear for tliis nation. It is divided; it is racist; 

T-J^ , j . , , , it lives by the gun and the bullet, A Civil Rights 

r creefl. qi\\ ^ ),pij yp Congress. A Riot Commission 

symbol. It would be a tragic Report pointing to while racism and the terrible 
f ^ philosopliy economic and social deprivations faced by 

brou^anger ai^ dusgust to the Negrx>es as being the causes of our domestic cri- 
a s o a men of wUl, but these emotions sis is ignored. Noticing has happened to change 
must reprised and channeled mto other ave- things. Dr. King will not have died in vain If 
f \\e do othei'WTse, he will have died In tragic death moves Americans from seeing 
® , race relatioitt as a spectator sport to becoming 

Non-violence gave his life its meaning, and involved in the fight for justice. They’ve got to 
We ve got to resist tliose among us w'ho wish to fight for the things Dr. King fought for — open 
get dowTi to the level of his murderer. He lived housing, anti-poverty measuie.s, a national reded- 
words and actioas of peace, aixi we can’t ication and reconstruction, and, as his deatfi so 
bt ^ay his memory by worshipmg the god s of t ragically demonstrated I he need. Federal pretec- 
vengeiiajicc’ a nd h atred. ^ " ' ujii for civil rights w'orkers. ^ T.. ^ - 


irlE preached non-violence, it was his creed, 
and he was its symbol. It would be a tragic 


today. His death brought anger and disgust to the 
hearts of all men of good wUl, but these emotions 
must be repressed and channeJod into other ave- 
nues. If we do othei'wise, he will have died In 


vtSTgeliTiTP? and hatred- 
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Rededication 



MARTIN LCTHES 


KING, JR, was a fighter for 
racial Justice. 

We will ail cherish our memO' 
ries of this great man I recall 
marching with him in Seltna 
and in Mississippi^ amd I 
worked closely min him for 
years. Most of us will always 
keep the memory of his 'T 
Have a Dream" speech at the 
1963 March on Washington. 

He had a dream of a democratic society in 
which wlhte people and Negroes worked together 
for peace and justice. He had a dream of hope 
and beauty, and he had a vision of what we could 
all become when we ourselves from hate. 

But our society is too sick to share that dream, 
arid he was brutally struck dowTi by an assassin. 


Whitney M. Youi^ Jr. 


We must, instead, rededicate ourselves to the 
ideals for which he fought. We who believe with 
him. in non-violence have been dealt a mortal 
blow, but w»e've got to redouble our efforts to 
prove that U can work. 

The day after his assassination I saw the hurt 
and the shock on the faces of pwple in the 
sireeis. “Wmiies and Negroes were united that day 
in pain and in a sense of personal loss. ITiere 
were other's too — those who used his death to 
loot and to vent tlieir anger in the streets. Their 
actions were committed in his name, but were 
acts against his memory. 


B 


He preached non* violence. It was his creed, 
and ho was its symbol. It would be a tragic^ 
betrayal to turn our backs on this philosophy 
today. His death brought anger and disgust to the 
hearts of all men of good will, but these emotions 
must be repressed and channeled into other ave- 
nues. If we do otherwise, he have died In 
vain. 

Non-violence gave his life its meaning, a.nd 
we’ve got to resist those among us whoVish to 
get to the level of his murderer. He lived 
by words and actions of peace, and we can’t 
betray his nipmorv hy tL^nL^J iipln^ (be gods of 
vengeance and hatreST 


UT he must not have died in vain. We — 
Negroes and whites — must create a living me- 
morial to his memory .We have to stamp out ti>e 
racism that took his life. 

I fear for tiiis nation. It is divided; it is 
racist: it lives by the gun and the bullet, 
Tlio C i y i 1 Rigjita bill was too long de- 
layed in Congress. A Riot Commission 
Report pointing to while racism and the terrible 
economic and social deprivations faced by 
Negroes as being the caases of our domestic cri- 
sis is ignored. Nothing has happened to change 
things. I>r. King will not have died ra vain If 
his tragic death moves Americans from see^ 
race relations as a spectator sport to becoming 
mvolved in the fight for jastice. TheyVe got to 
fight for the things Dr. King fought for — open 
housing, anti -poverty measures, a national roded- 
ication and recons tniction, and. as his death so 
tragically demonstrated the need, Federal protec* 
tion for civil rights worker #. ■ ^ 
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